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On behalf of the Government of Arab Republic of Egypt, I am pleased to extend my thanks and congratulations to you and the Ozone Secretariat for your kind and continued efforts.
I am honored by your presence today in Cairo as we celebrate with the international community the International Day for the Protection of the Ozone Layer; which coincides with Timor-Leste officially ratifying the treaties protecting the Ozone layer, which makes the Vienna Convention for the Protection of the Ozone Layer and the Montreal Protocol on Substances that Deplete the Ozone Layer, the first two treaties ever to achieve global partnership.

We welcome East Timor as the 196th member of the Ozone family, and we look forward to their participation in the next meeting of the Parties; which will be held in Egypt in Port Ghalib on the Red Sea coast. This will be the first meeting which brings together the largest-ever number of participating countries in the framework of an international treaty to protect the environment.


World Ozone Day celebrations this year is of particular importance because the 
end of 2009 will mark another significant milestone in the history of the implementation of the Montreal Protocol – all the developing countries including Egypt will completely cease the use of the major ozone-depleting substances (CFCs, Halon, and carbon tetrachloride).

We have successfully overcome the challenges stemming from the commitment to the provisions of Montreal Protocol and its different amendments; we managed to achieve the targeted reduction of the Ozone Depleting Substances (ODSs) due to the existence of effective controls and policies working on facilitating the compliance with Montreal protocol without prejudice to development programs and without affecting the priorities defined for achieving sustainable development. 

As we celebrate this year's International Ozone day, let us rededicate ourselves to complete the phase-out of all ozone depleting the ozone layer. 

This is an opportunity for review, evaluation, and reflection on the state of the environment in light of the accelerating development and increasing demand for natural resources. The environment is a fundamental pillar of sustainable development alongside economic and social pillars.

Egypt was one of the first Arab and African countries that created a National Commission on Sustainable Development. The framework has been completed and it is currently under preparation for a strategy of sustainable development. 
The faith of the Egyptian political leadership represented by the wise leadership of President Mohamed Hosni Mubarak, President of the Republic and its sovereignty, has always maintained that the environment is no longer a luxury, but has become an issue upon the Egyptians’ ability to enjoy a safe life and good health to allow them to unleash their creativity, ideas, and visions.
At the legislative level:

A separate article in the Egyptian Constitution was included, stating that "Environmental Protection is a national duty". This addition puts us in front of a big responsibility for all governmental and non-governmental organizations and civil society organizations and the private sector, as everyone takes part in this responsibility to preserve the environment and demonstrate the importance of community awareness and in promoting the Egyptian’s behaviors towards the environment and the active participation of people in this issue.

The amended Environmental Law No. 9 of 2009 was the next step to keep pace with the new constitutional amendments by modification of the Environmental Law No. 4 of 1994.

At the operational level:

We have a comprehensive vision, clear policies, national action plans, and specific programs to improve the environmental situation and maintain the sustainability of our natural resources.

The National Phase-out strategy has included the harmonization of the situations of all sectors in the country. Accordingly; many sectors including Aerosols, domestic refrigerators, foams, and industrial solvents have already completed such harmonization process. 

Likewise, MSEA cooperates with the Ministry of Health for conforming the situations of the national Pharmaceutical firms manufacturing MDIs, and we strive to overcome all the obstacles in the way of technology transfer to those national firms so they can maintain their existence in the national markets and prevent price increases affecting the poor, especially with the growing number of patients suffering from asthma and Chronic Obstructive Pulmonary Diseases (COPD)

Cooperation is also established with the ministries of commerce and industry to tighten the control over and prevent illegal practices of trading in ODSs.

With continuous circulation of refrigerant recovery and reuse technology, training and awareness courses on the Environmentally-friendly alternatives are being conducted and directed to all segments of society.

At the sidelines of celebrating last year’s International Day for Preservation of Ozone Layer, we declared the completion of the Project on establishing and managing Halon Bank in Egypt that has been implemented by MSEA and UNDP. The Bank is currently achieving the target goals of this project.
Currently, the implementation of the NPP aiming at the elimination of the use of ODSs is underway. Now, we are working with UNIDO to prepare an HCFC Phase-out Management Plan (HPMP).

There is no doubt that the phenomenon of climate change is an issue of concern for all of us, and the increase of potential impacts, resulting from higher average temperature of the Earth and the consequential serious effects such as: rising sea level, volatility of rain belts spatially, quantitatively affected agricultural production, water resources, biodiversity, tourism and intensification of droughts, floods, and the spread of diseases threaten the short or long term future and the fate of the planet's population.
Egypt was among the first Arab and African countries that have devoted considerable attention to the issue in general during the past decade. several steps have been taken to maximize the benefit of international cooperation in this area, as Egypt ratified the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change in 1994, as well as ratified the Kyoto Protocol in January 2005.

Egypt is participating actively in the negotiations currently taking place among the world's developed and developing countries in order to reach an overall framework agreement and new deal with climate change at the end of this year in Copenhagen including themes of mitigation and adaptation, technology transfer, and financing according to the principle of common but differentiated responsibilities.

The complete elimination of all harmful substances to the environment, whether they are ODSs or GHGs, needs a lot of coordinated effort among all institutions whether public sector, private sector, or NGOs. There also needs to be full cooperation between the various categories of the international community at all levels: national, regional and international levels.

I plead everyone to do more hard work and show sincere efforts in this undergoing course of action, as everyone is a partner in this responsibility to preserve and improve the environment.
I would also like to emphasize the need for increased awareness of the risks resulting from damaging the environment, which can cause a tremendous threat to human health and environmental safety in various parts of the world. This can never be achieved without the community's awareness of the importance of this trend, and here comes the role of the press and media in making people aware of the importance of environmental issues affecting the lives of individuals and communities in the short term and long term.

We are moving with determination and persistence to achieve what we believe in from a sincere belief in the message of environmental issues, and we look forward to the continuation of international cooperation, the strong spirit of determination, and momentum that we have seen in previous years in order to contribute in this noble international work; which aims to protect our planet for the safety and health of present and future generations.

Distinguished ladies and gentlemen….

Egypt has been greatly concerned with preserving Ozone layer since it has substantially participated in the negotiations that led to signing Vienna convention and later,  Montreal Protocol. Egypt has also been the country No. 7 in the order of the countries signing and ratifying this protocol, whose parties reach 196 countries. Likewise, Egypt has been a founding member of the executive committee of the Ozone MLF during the period from 1990 to 1992.

Egypt has been honored by hosting many regional and international conferences and gatherings concerning Montreal Protocol. Hence, it is our honor to host the 21st MOP in 2009 in one of the most wonderful touristic resorts on the Red Sea, Port Ghalib. We have walked a long way in the preparation for this important meeting, providing all what we have in order to reach results that satisfy the expectations and aspirations of all parties.

Finally, it gives me great pleasure to wish you every success, and I would be delighted to meet you all in Port Ghalib. November, 2009.
