
Critical Use Nominations for methyl bromide use submitted in 2006
	Nominating Party
	New Zealand

	Descriptive title of nomination
	Renomination for a critical use exemption for soil fumigation in strawberry fruiting beds

	Crop name or post-harvest use
	Strawberry fruit

	Quantity of methyl bromide requested in 2007
	24.78 metric tonnes

	Reasons why alternatives are not technically and economically feasible
	The most viable and currently registered alternative is Telone C35 (1,3-dichloropropene and chloropicrin).  Recent trials show (as compared to methyl bromide fumigation):

· Poor soil penetration in the silty loams and silty-clay loam soils, combined with high rainfall and humidity gives consequently less effective control of root diseases and weeds compromising plant health and yield.  
· A significantly longer soil retention period in the heavy soils means that because of phytotoxicity issues either planting needs to be postponed against an already small optimal window or the grower takes the risk of significant plant losses from poor plant establishment and therefore reduced plant health and yield.



	
	

	Descriptive title of nomination
	Renomination for a critical use exemption for soil fumigation in strawberry runner beds

	Crop name or post-harvest use
	Strawberry runner

	Quantity of methyl bromide requested in 2007
	5.72 metric tonnes

	Reasons why alternatives are not technically and economically feasible
	The current and most viable alternative is Telone C35 that recent trials have shown:

· does not adequately control soil-borne diseases in the heavy soil conditions of New Zealand;

· does not provide adequate weed control;

· does not have acceptable plant back times because of soil retention and consequent phytotoxicity issues under challenging climatic conditions;

· cannot guarantee to an acceptable standard a reliable supply of certified healthy runner plants to the strawberry fruit industry.
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