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seq level7 \h \r0 The first meeting of the Bureau of the Eleventh Meeting of the Parties to the Montreal Protocol on Substances that Deplete the Ozone Layer was held at the Palais des Nations in Geneva on 10 July 2000.

I.  OPENING OF THE MEETING

2. The meeting was opened at 10 a.m. on Monday, 10 July 2000 by Mr. Roberto Stadthagen Vogl (Nicaragua), President of the Eleventh Meeting of the Parties.
3. It was attended by the following members of the Bureau, who had been elected to their respective posts by the Eleventh Meeting of the Parties, held in Beijing from 29 November to 3 December 1999, or nominated by their Governments in accordance with rule 24 of the rules of procedure:


President:

Mr. Roberto Stadthagen Vogl (Nicaragua)


Vice-Presidents:

Mr. Bongnessan Arsene Ye (Burkina Faso)





Mr. Zhijia Wang (China)




Mr. Blaise Horisberger (Switzerland)

Rapporteur:

Mr. Janusz Kozakiewicz (Poland)

4. A list of participants is annexed. 

II.  ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA

5. The Bureau adopted the following provisional agenda contained in document UNEP/OzL.Pro.11/Bur.1/1:

1.
Opening of the meeting.


2.
Adoption of the agenda.


3.
Action taken on the decisions of the Eleventh Meeting of the Parties to the Montreal Protocol, held in Beijing from 29 November to 3 December 1999.

4.
Overview of the working documents prepared for the twentieth meeting of the Open-ended Working Group of the Parties to the Montreal Protocol, to be held in Geneva from 11 to 13 July 2000.


5.
Review of progress in the arrangements for the Twelfth Meeting of the Parties to the Montreal Protocol, to be held in Ouagadougou, Burkina Faso, from 11 to 15 December 2000.


6.
Other matters.


7.
Closure of the meeting.

III.   ACTION TAKEN ON THE DECISIONS OF THE ELEVENTH  MEETING

OF THE PARTIES TO THE MONTREAL PROTOCOL, HELD IN

BEIJING FROM 29 NOVEMBER TO 3 DECEMBER 1999

6. A representative of the Secretariat introduced the note contained in document UNEP/OzL.Pro.11/Bur.1/2, which gave a brief summary of the action the Secretariat had taken to implement the decisions adopted by the Eleventh Meeting of the Parties.

7. With regard to decision XI/1, he reported that the Beijing Declaration on Renewed Commitment to the Protection of the Ozone Layer had been widely disseminated through the OzonAction Newsletter and had been very well accepted.  He said it was the inspiration behind the celebration of International Day for the Preservation of the Ozone Layer planned for 16 September 2000, and had been discussed at the twelfth meeting of the Forum of Ministers of Latin America and the Caribbean, held in Bridgetown, Barbados, from 2 to 7 March 2000.

8. With regard to decisions XI/2, XI/3 and XI/4, the text of the adjustments had been sent to the United Nations Headquarters in New York. The Secretary‑General of the United Nations, acting in his capacity as Depositary of the Montreal Protocol, had transmitted the Beijing Adjustments to the Parties in the six official languages of the United Nations on 28 January 2000. They would enter into force on 28 July 2000.

9. With regard to decision XI/5, he noted that on 28 January 2000, the Secretary-General, acting as Depositary, had formally notified all Governments of the amendment to the Montreal Protocol adopted in Beijing.  The depositary notification reference was C.N.1231.1999.TREATIES-1 of 28 January 2000. Chile was the first and only Party to have ratified the Beijing Amendment.  The Amendment would enter into force on 1 January 2001, provided that at least 20 instruments of ratification of the Amendment had 

been deposited with the Depositary.  In the event that that condition had not been satisfied by that date, the Amendment would enter into force on the ninetieth day following the date on which it was satisfied. He encouraged members of the Bureau to urge their Governments to ratify the amendment.

10. With regard to decision XI/6, a representative of the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) said that the Eleventh Meeting of the Parties had adopted the fourth replenishment of the Multilateral Fund. The amount of each Party’s contribution and its eligibility to use the fixed-exchange-rate mechanism were set out in annex VI to the report of the Eleventh Meeting of the Parties. Pledges were indicated in United States dollars and national currencies for Parties which qualified to use the mechanism.  He added that UNEP, in cooperation with the United Nations Office at Nairobi (UNON), had embarked on the implementation of the fixed-exchange-rate mechanism. 

11. He noted that, in letters to the Parties calling for payments of pledges for the year 2000, UNON had informed qualified countries that they could make those payments using the fixed-exchange-rate mechanism, and that of the 27 countries that had qualified to use the fixed rate, 5 were going to do so. He added that the trust fund had been renewed in the light of the outcome of the 31st meeting of the Executive Committee. Some concern had been raised with regard to the operation of the mechanism and how contributions to the fund were proceeding.  UNEP and UNON were keeping track of the payments to the Multilateral Fund's fourth replenishment with a view to undertaking a study for the review of the fixed‑exchange-rate mechanism at the end of the year, as called for by decision XI/6.

12. With regard to decision XI/7, a representative of the Secretariat said that UNON and Mr. Omar El‑Arini, Chief Officer of the Multilateral Fund, had been informed of the amount by which the Fund had been replenished. It had been decided that Parties’ contributions to the US$ 475 million fund should be made in equal instalments in each of the years 2000, 2001 and 2002. Notices requesting payment of the year 2000 instalment had already been dispatched. 

13. The Chief Officer of the Multilateral Fund noted that, of the agreed replenishment of US$ 475.7 million, US$ 29 million had been paid as of 7 July 2000.  He pointed out that, although the rate of contributions appeared low, larger contributions were expected within the ensuing weeks which would place the level of replenishment at a similar level to that of previous years. 

14. With regard to decision XI/9, a representative of the Secretariat said that Argentina, Bangladesh, the Czech Republic, Ecuador, Egypt and the United States of America had been notified of their nomination to membership of the Implementation Committee and had been asked to supply details of their representation.

15. With regard to decision XI/11, he said that the status of ratifications as at 30 June 2000 was as follows:


New total as of 

30 June 2000



Vienna Convention for the Protection of the Ozone Layer
  176

Montreal Protocol on Substances that Deplete the Ozone Layer
175

London Amendment to the Montreal Protocol
140

Copenhagen Amendment to the Montreal Protocol
107

Montreal Amendment to the Montreal Protocol
 37

Beijing Amendment to the Montreal Protocol
1

16. The representative of the Secretariat noted that decision XI/13, on methyl bromide use in quarantine and pre-shipment, had been communicated to the Technology and Economic Assessment Panel.
17. With regard to decision XI/14, he said that, in response to decision VIII/9 and the decisions on essential uses by previous Meetings of the Parties, the Secretariat had sent reminders to Parties holding essential use exemptions.  He noted that reporting accounting frameworks for the following Parties were contained in the April 2000 report of the Technology and Economic Assessment Panel:  Australia (1998, 1999), Canada (1998, 1999), European Community (1997, 1998, 1999), Hungary (1997, 1998, 1999), Japan (1998, 1999), Poland (1997, 1998, 1999), Russian Federation (1997, 1998), Switzerland (1998) and United States (1997, 1998, 1999). 

18. The Bureau was informed that the Secretariat would communicate decision XI/16 to the Parties.  That decision requested each non‑Article 5 Party to develop a strategy for the management of chlorofluorocarbons and submit it to the Secretariat by July 2001.
19. With regard to decision XI/17, he reported that letters of appreciation had been sent to the Scientific, Environmental Effects, and Technology and Economic Assessment Panels. He noted that a new report on assessing the impacts of short-lived compounds on stratospheric ozone by the Scientific Assessment panel and the April 2000 report of the Technology and Economic Assessment panel would be presented to the twentieth meeting of the Open-ended Working Group of the Parties in Geneva and to the Twelfth Meeting of the Parties in Ouagadougou in December 2000.

20. The Secretariat had also sent a copy of decision XI/17 to the three panels and, as provided in the decision, had requested them to update their 1998 reports in 2002 and submit them to the Secretariat by 1 January 2003 for consideration by the Open-ended Working Group and by the Fifteenth Meeting of the Parties in 2003.
21. With regard to decision XI/18, the representative of the Secretariat reported that letters had been sent to the Scientific Assessment Panel, the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change and the International Civil Aviation Organization expressing the appreciation of the Parties for their work and recommending that the collaboration between the two panels continue.
22. Decisions XI/19 and XI/20 had been communicated to the Scientific Assessment and Technology and Economic Assessment Panels.

23. With regard to decision XI/21, the representative of UNEP said that the approved budget for 2000 was US$ 3.68 million. As at 30 June 2000, contributions towards the sums pledged for the year 2000 amounted to approximately US$ 1.3 million (approximately 36 per cent of the pledges). He noted that that figure was higher than the normal rate of contributions for the time of the year, which stood at 28 per cent.  Although the arrears in payment stood at 25 per cent, which was lower than the normal rate, those arrears were building up. He added, however, that pledges paid stood consistently at 70-75 per cent annually. Of the US$ 4.1 million in unpaid pledges for previous years brought forward to 1 January 2000, US$ 700,000 (16.8 per cent) had been paid as of 30 June 2000. 

24. A representative of the Secretariat noted that although the audit had suggested a system of writing off arrears, it was believed that that would set an unwanted precedent and that the Fund was in a relatively good position owing to the many Parties which paid their contributions in full.

25. With regard to decision XI/22, the representative of the Secretariat said that a letter of appreciation on behalf of the Parties had been sent to Mr. Mohamed El-Ashry, Chief Executive Officer and Chair of the Global Environment Facility. 

26. With regard to decision XI/23, the representative of the Secretariat reported that by 15 June 2000, of 175 parties, 137 had reported data for 1998, and 37 Article 5 Parties and 5 non-Article 5 Parties had reported data for 1999. He added that the Fund Secretariat had developed a database that would allow all Parties, especially Article 5 Parties, to report data with ease and in a consistent manner. 
27. With regard to decisions XI/24 and XI/25, he noted that the contents of the two decisions had been communicated to Bulgaria and Turkmenistan.  He added that a report on progress in their implementation would be submitted by the Secretariat to the 24th meeting of the Implementation Committee. 
28. With respect to decision XI/26, the representative of the Secretariat said that the group of experts on Harmonized System Customs Codes had interacted in an Internet discussion group and had finalized the allocation of customs codes under the Harmonized System to all pure substances (not mixtures) controlled by the Montreal Protocol.  It was pointed out by one representative that a considerable amount of work had been accomplished on the important issue of classification of mixtures, even if success had not been achieved so far.  That clarification should be added to the Secretariat’s report, together with a call for further efforts in that field.
29. With regard to decision XI/27, the Chief Officer of the Multilateral Fund Secretariat reported that the Vice-President of the Bureau, Mr Horisberger, as co-convenor of the working group on refrigerant management plans under the Executive Committee of the Multilateral Fund for the Implementation of the Montreal Protocol, had made a major contribution to the Executive Committee’s success in reaching a final decision on the issue.  The third part of that decision (decision 31/48) was relevant to decision XI/27 of the Parties on refrigerant management plans and noted the need for large consuming countries to initiate planning for dealing with refrigerant management plans.  Mr Horisberger was commended by the Bureau for his contribution to the adoption of decision 31/48. 
30. With regard to decision XI/28, the representative of the Secretariat reported that the request of the Parties had been communicated to the Technology and Economic Assessment Panel. 

31. With regard to decision XI/29, the representative of the Secretariat said the Secretariat had been working very closely with the Government of Burkina Faso to finalize arrangements for the Twelfth Meeting of the Parties to the Montreal Protocol, to be held from 11 to 15 December 2000 in Ouagadougou. To that end, the staff of the Ozone Secretariat and UNON Conference Services had visited Ouagadougou in February 2000.

32. The representative of the Secretariat noted that no action was required with regard to decisions XI/9, XI/10, XI/12 and XI/15.
33. One representative, supported by another, pointed out that some action was required on decision XI/15 because the Technology and Economic Assessment Panel had not, as expected, reported in their April 2000 report on available technologies in the area of laboratory and analytical uses.  It was agreed that the Panel should be requested to provide more detailed information.

Action taken on decisions of the Tenth Meeting of the Parties

34. Concerning decision X/7, on halon management strategies, the representative of the Secretariat informed the Bureau that reports had been received to date from the following 13 Parties:  Australia, Bangladesh, Belize, Ecuador, Guyana, Jordan, Maldives, the Niger, Norway, Oman, the Republic of Korea, South Africa and the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia.  

35. Concerning decision X/8, on new substances with ozone-depleting potential, he informed the Bureau that reports had been received to date from the following 31 Parties: Argentina, Australia, Brazil, Bulgaria, Canada, China, Cuba, the Czech Republic, the Dominican Republic, Egypt, Guyana, Honduras, India, Iran (Islamic Republic of), Jamaica, Japan, Jordan, Lithuania, Malaysia, the Netherlands, New Zealand, Oman, Peru, the Republic of Korea, the Republic of Moldova, the Russian Federation, Seychelles, Sri Lanka, the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, Uruguay and Venezuela.

36. Concerning decision X/11, on quarantine and pre-shipment exemption, he informed the Bureau that reports had been received to date from the following 37 Parties: Argentina, Australia, Bahrain, Barbados, Belarus, Brazil, Brunei Darussalam, Canada, Chad, Croatia, the Czech Republic, El Salvador, France, Hungary, India, Israel, Jamaica, Japan, Kiribati, Lithuania, Madagascar, Malaysia, Mauritius, Mongolia, New Zealand, the Niger, Oman, Peru, Poland, the Republic of Korea, Seychelles, Thailand, the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, Togo, Uganda, the United Arab Emirates and the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland.

37. The secretariat was congratulated on the quality of the report on the implementation of past decisions.  

IV. OVERVIEW OF THE WORKING DOCUMENTS PREPARED FOR THE TWENTIETH

MEETING OF THE OPEN-ENDED WORKING GROUP OF THE PARTIES TO THE MONTREAL PROTOCOL

38. A representative of the Secretariat reviewed the documents that had been prepared for the twentieth meeting of the Working Group, drawing particular attention to a new edition of the Handbook for the international treaties relating to the ozone layer, which participants praised as a substantial improvement over the previous edition.  

V. REVIEW OF PROGRESS IN THE ARRANGEMENTS FOR THE TWELFTH MEETING

OF THE PARTIES TO THE MONTREAL PROTOCOL, TO BE HELD IN

OUAGADOUGOU, BURKINA FASO, FROM 11 TO 15 DECEMBER 2000

39. A representative of the Secretariat reported that various meetings had been held with the Government of Burkina Faso to review its preparatory activities and identify its needs.  The following pledges had already been received to assist in the holding of the Twelfth Meeting of the Parties:  Canada – Can$ 75,000, Germany – 25,000 euros, Switzerland – US$ 50,000.  In addition, the Government of Australia had promised to supply equipment for the meeting.  The representative of Burkina Faso said that the Government of France had also promised to assist in an as yet unspecified manner.  Details of hotels and other matters of interest to participants in the Meeting would be published shortly, and a video presentation prepared by the Government of Burkina Faso would be shown during the meeting of the Open-ended Working Group.  

VI. OTHER MATTERS

40. The President paid tribute to the outgoing Executive Secretary of the Ozone Secretariat, Mr. Madhava Sarma, for the assistance provided to himself and other participants over many years.  The Bureau endorsed his tribute by acclamation.

VII. CLOSURE OF THE MEETING

41. The President declared the meeting closed at 11 a.m. on 10 July 2000.
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