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UPDATE ON THE ACTIONS TAKEN ON THE DECISIONS OF THE ELEVENTH MEETING OF THE PARTIES TO THE MONTREAL PROTOCOL ON SUBSTANCES THAT DEPLETE THE OZONE LAYER

Note by the Secretariat

1. The present note summarizes the actions taken on the decisions adopted by the Eleventh Meeting of the Parties to the Montreal Protocol on Substances that Deplete the Ozone Layer held in Beijing, China, from 29 November to 3 December 1999 (UNEP/OzL.Pro.11/10, paragraphs 111, 112, 113 and 114).  Additionally, paragraphs 27 to 31 of the present note briefly summarize actions taken to implement certain decisions of the Tenth Meeting of the Parties.

A. Actions taken on decisions of the Eleventh Meeting of the Parties

Decision XI/1. Beijing Declaration on Renewed Commitment to the Protection of the Ozone Layer

2.
The Beijing Declaration on Renewed Commitment to the Protection of the Ozone Layer was the inspiration behind the 2000 International Day for the Preservation of the Ozone Layer, celebrated around the world on 16 September 2000.  The United Nations Secretary General quoted it in his message on that occasion.

Decisions XI/2, XI/3 and XI/4.
Further adjustments with regard to Annex A,

Annex B and Annex E substances

3.
The adjustments entered into force on 28 July 2000, in accordance with article 2(9)(d) of the Protocol.

Decision XI/5. Further amendment of the Montreal Protocol

4.
The Amendment will enter into force on 1 January 2001, provided that at least 20 instruments of ratification, acceptance or approval of the Amendment are deposited with the Depositary.  In the event this condition is not satisfied by 1 January 2001, the Amendment will enter into force on the ninetieth day following the date on which it is satisfied.  As of 30 September 2000 only one Party, Chile, had ratified the Beijing Amendment.

Decision XI/6.
Fixed-exchange-rate mechanism for the

replenishment of the Multilateral Fund
5.
The fixed-exchange-rate mechanism is in operation and some few Parties have expressed their decision to use the fixed-exchange-rate mechanism for the 2000-2002 replenishment of the Multilateral Fund.  The Treasurer is keeping track of the payments to the Multilateral Fund within this mechanism with the view of undertaking a study for the review of the mechanism at the end of 2001 as called upon by decision XI/6.

Decision XI/7. Replenishment of the Multilateral Fund for the period 2000-2002

6.
Invoices were sent to the Parties at the beginning of the year for payment of the pledges for year 2000.  Several other reminders have also been sent out since then.  The rate of payments has, however, remained lower than envisaged, as at 31 August only about 30 per cent of the Parties had made their full payments and 12 per cent had made partial payments.  In value terms, this amounted to only about 40 per cent.

Decision XI/8. Membership of the Implementation Committee

7.
Action completed.

Decision XI/9. Membership of the Executive Committee of the Multilateral Fund

8.
 No action was required with regard to decision XI/9.

Decision XI/10. Co-Chairs of the Open-ended Working Group of the Parties
9.
No action was required with regard to decision XI/10.

Decision XI/11.  Ratification of the Vienna Convention, the Montreal Protocol and the

London, Copenhagen and Montreal Amendments

10.
As of 30 September 2000, the total number of Parties to the Vienna Convention was 176, the total number of Parties to the Montreal Protocol was 175, the total number of Parties to the London Amendment was 142, the total number of Parties to the Copenhagen Amendment was 111 and the total number of Parties to the Montreal Amendment was 45.  The Beijing Amendment adopted by the Eleventh Meeting of the Parties has to date been ratified only by one Party - Chile.  On 11 August 2000, the Secretariat sent a letter to the Parties whose Governments had not ratified the Amendments to the Montreal Protocol, inviting them to take the opportunity presented by the Millennium Summit, held in New York from 6 to 8 September 2000, to sign and ratify or accede to the Montreal Protocol amendments.

Decision XI/12. Definition of pre-shipment application of methyl bromide

11.
No action was required with regard to decision XI/12.

Decision XI/13. Quarantine and pre-shipment

12.
The Technology and Economic Assessment Panel (TEAP) should report on this decision in 2003.

Decision XI/14.    Essential-use nominations for non-Article 5 Parties


for controlled substances for 2000 and 2001

13.
The countries given essential-use nominations should submit their reporting accounting frameworks by 31 January 2001.

Decision XI/15. Global exemption for laboratory and analytical uses

14.
No action was required with regard to decision XI/15.

Decision XI/16. CFC management strategies in non-Article 5 Parties

15. 
The Secretariat communicated this decision to the parties on 18 July 2000.  The decision requests each non-Article 5 party to develop a strategy for the management of chlorofluorocarbons and submit it to the Secretariat by July 2001.

Decision XI/17. Terms of reference for assessment panels

16.
The Co-Chairs of the Scientific Assessment Panel invited Parties in September 2000 to nominate experts to participate in the preparation of the 2002 assessment.

Decision XI/18. Special report on aviation and the global atmosphere

17.
Action completed.

Decisions XI/19 and XI/20. Assessment of new substances and procedure for new substances

18.
The Scientific Assessment and Technology and Economic Assessment Panels should report in 2001.

Decision XI/21. Financial matters: Financial report and budgets

19.
Montreal Protocol Trust Fund

The approved budget for the year 2000 was $3,679,679, for which pledges had been made by Parties.  As at 30 September 2000, the contributions amounted to only $1,482,684, or about 40.20 per cent, which is slightly above the historical average of 39.64 per cent at this time of the year.

Of the $4,139,955 of unpaid pledges as at the beginning of the year, $1,234,474, or 29.82 per cent, was paid as at 30 September 2000.  This is far short of the historical average rate of 37.34 per cent.

The Parties are thus urged to improve their rate of payments to the Montreal Protocol Trust Fund so that the current year’s pledges are paid up and most of the outstanding pledges for the prior years are also settled.

Vienna Convention Trust Fund

The approved budget for the year 2000 was $295,590, for which pledges had been made by Parties.  As at 30 September 2000, the contributions amounted to only $124,591, or about 42.15 per cent, which is slightly lower than the historical average of 45.72 per cent at this time of the year.

Of the $729,173 unpaid pledges as at the beginning of the year, $142,966, or 19.61 per cent, was paid as at 30 September 2000.  This is far short of the historical average rate of 27.28 per cent.

The Parties are thus urged to improve their rate of payments to the Vienna Convention trust fund so that the current year’s pledges are paid up and most of the outstanding pledges for the prior years are also settled.

Decision XI/22. Global Environment Facility

20.
Action completed.

Decision XI/23. Data reporting

21.
The contents of paragraphs 3 and 7 of this decision were communicated to the relevant Parties for necessary action.

Decisions XI/24 and XI/25. Compliance with the Montreal Protocol by Bulgaria and Turkmenistan

22.
A report on progress in their implementation is contained in the data report for the Twelfth Meeting of the Parties, document UNEP/OzL.Pro.12/4.

Decision XI/26.   Recommendations and certifications of the World Customs Organization





concerning customs codes for ozone-depleting substances and products




containing ozone-depleting substances

23.
The group of experts on Harmonized System Customs Codes has interacted as an internet discussion group and finalized the allocation of customs codes under the Harmonized System to all pure substances (not mixtures) controlled by the Montreal Protocol.

Decision XI/27. Refrigerant management plans

24.
This decision was communicated to Mr. Omar El-Arini, Chief Officer of the Multilateral Fund Secretariat.  To respond to this decision, the Executive Committee of the Multilateral Fund took an appropriate decision of its own (31/48).

Decision XI/28.  Supply of hydrochlorofluorocarbons to Parties

operating under paragraph 1 of Article 5 of the Protocol

25.
The Secretariat communicated this request by the Parties to the Technology and Economic Assessment Panel, which will, in due course, take appropriate action.

Decision XI/29. Twelfth Meeting of the Parties to the Montreal Protocol

26.
The host Government agreement between the Government of Burkina Faso and the United Nations Environment Programme was signed on 12 July 2000.  The Secretariat is following closely the arrangements being made by the Government of Burkina Faso for the Twelfth Meeting of the Parties, to be held from 11 to 14 December 2000 in Ouagadougou, Burkina Faso.  The preparatory segment of the meeting will take place between 11 and 12 December 2000 and the high-level segment on 13 and 14 December 2000.

B.  Actions taken on decisions of the Tenth Meeting of the Parties

27.
The Secretariat has been following up with the parties on their reporting and implementation of decisions X/7 (halon management strategies), X/8 (new substances with ozone-depleting potential) and X/11 (quarantine and pre-shipment exemption).  A report on party reporting and implementation will be circulated to all Parties.


Decision X/7

28.
Twenty four Parties had reported on this decision as of 30 September 2000.  The halon-management strategies (HMSs) submitted by the Parties were sent to the Halons Technical Options Committee (HTOC) of the TEAP.  The HTOC has informed the Secretariat that it will duly assess the halon-management strategies in its regular meeting in spring 2001 and will report through TEAP to the Parties.

29.
The Secretariat in coordination with the Co-Chairs of the HTOC and the UNEP Division of Technology, Industry and Economics (DTIE) in Paris has put on the web the HMSs of developed countries and sent the HMSs of developing countries to UNEP DTIE for dissemination them through its clearing house.

Decision X/8

30.
Thirty-three (33) Parties have reported on new ozone-depleting substances in accord with this decision.  The chemicals reported by the Parties are:

(a) Hexachlorobutadiene

Hexachlorobutadiene (C4Cl6) has an ozone depletion potential of 0.07.  It was reported by Canada and it is classified by the Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development (OECD) as a high volume production chemical, which means that least one OECD country reports that it produces more than 10,000 tonnes per annum.

The Secretariat sent the draft assessment of Hexachlorobutadiene done by Environment Canada to the Scientific, Environmental Effects and Technology and Economic Assessment Panels for their evaluation according to decisions XI/24 and X/8.

(b)
n-propyl bromide

This chemical, n-propyl bromide, (also referred to as 1-bromopropane, CH2 Br CH2 CH3 or simplified as 1-C3 H7 Br or npb) was reported by Canada as a substance “used in solvent applications, including degreasing vapor cleaning and cold cleaning of metal parts”.  China communicated that “for n-propyl bromide which is considered uniformly as a substance threatening to the ozone layer we think it is not a ODS”.  Japan reported that the “estimated sales of n-PB based solvent for the period of Jan-Dec 1999, total of 765 metric tonnes”.  This chemical was also reported by Netherlands and by Sweden.

(c)
1,1, 1- Trichloro-2,2,  2-Trifluoroethane

1,1, 1- Trichloro-2,2, 2-Trifluoroethane (CFC-113a) also referred to as R.113a, was reported by India.  The new substance is now being synthesized by an Indian chemical company, M/S Navin Flourine Industries, for use as an agrochemical intermediate.  Currently, CFC-113a is being imported into India for manufacture of synthetic pyrethoids.  The communication by India was sent to the Scientific and Technology and Economic Assessment Panels.

(d)
G-Bromo-2-Methoxy-naphtalene

This chemical, referred to also as BMN, CAS nr. 511165-9, was reported by the Netherlands.  Its feedstock is methyl bromide.  It is produced by Broomchemie Terneuzen, Netherlands, part of the Dead Sea Bromine Group.  The documentation sent by Netherlands was forwarded to the Scientific and Technical and Environmental Assessment Panels.

Decision X/11

31.
Twenty-five (25) Parties have provided information on regulations in place or regulations being prepared that require methyl bromide for quarantine and pre-shipment (QPS) treatments.  Fifteen (15) further Parties have informed the Secretariat that they have no regulation that would require methyl bromide for QPS treatments.
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