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UPDATE ON THE ACTIONS TAKEN ON THE DECISIONS OF THE TWELFTH MEETING OF THE PARTIES TO THE MONTREAL PROTOCOL ON SUBSTANCES 

THAT DEPLETE THE OZONE LAYER

Note by the Secretariat

Decision XII/2.  Measures to facilitate the transition to chlorofluorocarbon-free

metered-dose inhalers
1. As at 15 August 2001, no Party had notified the Secretariat with respect to any chlorofluorocarbon metered-dose inhaler active ingredient or category of products that had been determined to be non-essential and therefore not authorized for domestic use.

2. The following Parties submitted their national or regional transition strategies:  Australia, Canada, Czech Republic, European Commission, Hungary, New Zealand, Poland, the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland and United States of America.

3. The Secretariat reminded non-Article 5 Parties by September 2001 that they should develop a national or regional transition strategy based on economically and technically feasible alternatives or substitutes that they deemed acceptable from the standpoint of the environment and health and that included effective criteria and measures for determining when chlorofluorocarbon metered-dose inhaler product(s) was/were no longer essential and that they should submit the text of any such strategy to the Secretariat by 31 January 2002.

4. The Secretariat notified the Multilateral Fund Secretariat of the request of the Parties to consider providing technical, financial and other assistance to Article 5 Parties to facilitate the development of metered-dose inhaler transition strategies and the implementation of approved activities contained therein and informed the Global Environment Facility (GEF) Secretariat of the request of the Parties to consider providing the same assistance to eligible countries with economies in transition.

5. The new Handbook for Essential Use Nominations was published in June 2001 and distributed to all Parties. The handbook is also available at the following web site:  http://www.unep.org/ozone/Handbook2000.shtml. This handbook augments and updates the previous August 1997 edition.

6. The Technology and Economic Assessment Panel considered the issues related to the campaign production of chlorofluorocarbons for chlorofluorocarbon metered-dose inhalers.  The April 2001 Technology and Economic Assessment Panel report contains the review and analysis.  The Panel and its Aerosols Technical Options Committee concluded that the best approach would be to continue just-in-time supply for as long as possible.  Any final campaign production should preferably be carried out as late as possible into the transition.  The twenty-first meeting of the Open-ended Working Group considered this matter and suggested that the Technology and Economic Assessment Panel continue its work on a limited number of specific points.

Decision XII/6.  Data and information provided by the Parties in accordance with

Articles 7 and 9 of the Montreal Protocol
7. By 20 August 2001, 17 of the 175 Parties that should have reported data for 1998 had not reported data.  On the whole, 158 Parties (117 operating under Article 5 and 41 not operating under Article 5) have reported data.

8. In all, 23 of the 175 Parties that should have reported data for 1999 by 30 September 2000 have not reported to date. 152 Parties (111 Article 5 and 41 non-Article 5) have reported data.

9. As of 20 August 2001, only 61 (51 Article 5 and 10 non-Article 5) of the 175 Parties that should report data for 2000 had reported the data. 

Decision XII/7.  Ratification of the Vienna Convention for the Protection of the Ozone Layer, the Montreal

Protocol and the London, Copenhagen, Montreal and Beijing Amendments
10. Since the Twelfth Meeting of the Parties, four States (Cambodia, Cape Verde, Palau and Somalia) have become Parties to the Vienna Convention for the Protection of the Ozone Layer and the Montreal Protocol.  Ten Parties to the Montreal Protocol have ratified the London Amendment, sixteen have ratified the Copenhagen Amendment and nineteen have ratified the Montreal Amendment, bringing the total number of Parties to the Vienna Convention to 180, the total number of Parties to the Montreal Protocol to 179, the total number of Parties to the London Amendment to 152, the total number of Parties to the Copenhagen Amendment to 127 and the total number of Parties to the Montreal Amendment to 62. 

11. The Beijing Adjustments had entered into force on 28 July 2000.  The Beijing Amendment, adopted by the Eleventh Meeting of the Parties in 1999, should have entered into force on 1 January 2001, provided that at least twenty instruments of ratification, acceptance or approval had been deposited with the Depositary.  If that condition had not been satisfied by that date, the Amendment would enter into force on the ninetieth day following the date on which it was satisfied.  As of 20 August 2001, only 9 Parties (Canada, Chile, Czech Republic, Gabon, Jordan, Luxembourg, New Zealand, Palau and Somalia) had ratified the Beijing Amendment.  It should be borne in mind that universal participation by ratification of the Amendments is necessary to ensure the protection of the ozone layer.

Decision XII/8.  Disposal of controlled substances
12. The Technology and Economic Assessment Panel established the Task Force on Destruction Technologies and the Task Force on Technical and Economic Options on collection, reclamation and storage of ozone-depleting substances (ODS) after the Secretariat, in consultation with the Panel, posted a letter to the Parties on the web site of the Ozone Secretariat requesting nominations of qualified and experienced experts in destruction technologies for the above mentioned task forces.

13. The following Parties submitted their nominations for these task forces:  Australia, Brazil, Canada, Chile, Germany, India, Japan and United States of America.

14. The Secretariat has been cooperating with the Secretariat of the Basel Convention on the Control of Transboundary Movements of Hazardous Wastes and their Disposal on this matter.  The Secretariat of the Basel Convention prepared a note entitled “Disposal of controlled substances under the Montreal Protocol and its Amendments” for the eighteenth session of the Technical Working Group of the Basel Convention, Geneva, 18-20 June 2001.  

15. The eighteenth session of the Technical Working Group of the Basel Convention considered a document on the disposal of controlled substances under the Montreal Protocol and its amendments. The meeting welcomed the opportunity for cooperation with the Technology and Economic Assessment Panel of the Montreal Protocol.

16. The general feeling at the eighteenth session of the Technical Working Group was that the Secretariat of the Basel Convention should pursue its contacts with the Ozone Secretariat on the matter with a view to reaching a better understanding of the extent of the issues and ways to address them and to report them to the Technical Working Group.

17. The Technology and Economic Assessment Panel welcomed the cooperation with experts from the Basel Convention and recommended that cooperation be undertaken primarily by e-mail and supplemented with one or more coordinating meetings.

Decision XII/10.  Monitoring of international trade and prevention of illegal trade in ozone‑depleting

substances, mixtures and products containing ozone-depleting substances
18. The Ozone Secretariat presented a report to the twenty-first meeting of the Open-ended Working Group with three options, described in UNEP/OzL.Pro/WG.1/21/2, paragraph 45 and UNEP/OzL.Pro/WG.1/21/2/Corr.1.  The same report also included the comments made by experts, groups and organizations on elements of the study itself.

19. The twenty-first meeting of the Open-ended Working Group agreed that option (a) was the preferred means of carrying out the study.  Accordingly, the meeting agreed to request the Ozone Secretariat, in consultation with the Technology and Economic Assessment Panel, the World Customs Organization, the division of Trade, Industry and Economics of UNEP and the World Trade Organization, to undertake a study and report to the Open-ended Working Group at its twenty-second meeting in 2002 for consideration by the Parties in 2002.  Under this arrangement, the Secretariat might need legal consultancy services for about three months to consult widely with selected countries and experts with respect to customs, trade and industrial issues to supplement the information that would be provided through consultations with various bodies.

Decision XII/14.  Continued assistance from the Global Environment Facility

to countries with economies in transition
20. The Secretariat informed the GEF Secretariat of the request to GEF to clarify its future commitment to providing continued assistance to countries with economies in transition with respect to all ozone-depleting substances.

21. The GEF Secretariat prepared a paper entitled “Financing of activities to address ozone layer depletion” (Doc.: GEF/C.17/Inf.13) which was presented at the GEF Council meeting held on 9-11 May 2001 in Washington.

22. The GEF Council, at its meeting of 9 to 11 May 2001, decided to request the GEF Secretariat to prepare a document on the potential costs and operational implications of a commitment to provide funding to countries with economies in transition for the replacement of HCFCs and methyl bromide and related substances in accordance with the stipulations of the Montreal Protocol, for consideration at the Council meeting in December as well as in the discussions on the third replenishment of the GEF Trust Fund.  The Secretariat provided the GEF Secretariat with data on the consumption and production of ODS in countries with economies in transition.

23. As guided by the Implementation Committee, the Secretariat approached the GEF Secretariat about the possibility of receiving copies of the GEF Project Implementation Reports (PIRs) that might be useful in the context of the deliberations of the Implementation Committee. The GEF Secretariat informed the Secretariat that while the project implementation reports were normally not public, the GEF Secretariat would ask its implementing agencies to review their reports and to consider making them available to the Implementation Committee.

Decision XII/15.  Financial matters:  financial report and budgets
24. The approved revised budget for the year 2001 was $4,099,385.  As at 31 July 2001, contributions paid by the Parties amounted to $1,339,469.

25. The outstanding contributions for past years amounted to $3,691,989.  As at 31 July 2001, only $226,508 had been received.

26. The secretariat has provided financial assistance for the participation of Article 5 experts in the assessment panels and their subsidiary bodies as follows:  nine experts for the Technology and Economic Assessment Panel; 52 experts for the technical options committees of the Technology and Economic Assessment Panel; and two scientists for the Scientific Assessment Panel.  Assistance had been provided to 63 experts as at 15 August 2001.
Decision XII/16.  Organization of Ozone Secretariat and Multilateral Fund Meetings
27. The Secretariat in, close consultation with the Multilateral Fund Secretariat, organized the twenty-first meeting of the Open-ended Working Group, held in Montreal from 24 to 26 July 2001, back to back with the thirty-fourth meeting of the Executive Committee. 

Decision XII/18.  Thirteenth Meeting of the Parties to the Montreal Protocol
28. The Thirteenth Meeting of the Parties to the Montreal Protocol will be held in Colombo from 16 to 19 October 2001 together with the second meeting of the Bureau of the Twelfth Meeting of the Parties to the Montreal Protocol and the twenty-seventh meeting of the Implementation Committee under the non‑compliance procedure for the Montreal Protocol.
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