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I.  OPENING OF THE MEETING

1. The Preparatory Meeting for the Third Meeting of the Conference of Parties to the Vienna

Convention for the Protection of the Ozone Layer was held at the United Nations Conference Centre,

Bangkok, on 22 November 1993.

2. The Meeting was opened at 10 a.m. on Monday, 22 November 1993, by

Mr. Pornthep Techapaibul, Deputy Minister of Industry of the Government of Thailand, who

welcomed all participants and said that the Government of Thailand strongly supported research into

and assessment of the impact of the depleted ozone layer, especially in tropical countries, about

which little was known so far.  The Meeting would be informed of the most recent scientific findings

on the impact of the diminishing ozone layer on human health and ecosystems.  Another matter to be

considered was the strengthening of the Global Ozone Observing System, and the
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Government of Thailand invited bilateral and multilateral cooperation for the expansion and

upgrading of the ozone observation stations network.

3. At the opening session, the President made a brief statement in which he thanked the

Government of Thailand for its warm hospitality.  He recalled that the Fifth Meeting of the Parties to

the Montreal Protocol held the previous week at Bangkok, decided that there should be no essential

use exemptions for the production of halons by non-Article 5 Parties in 1994 and approved a three-

year budget of US$ 510 million for the Multilateral Fund to assist the developing countries in the

elimination of ozone-depleting substances.  Those decisions were of crucial importance to the goals

of the Vienna Convention, and the Parties to the Montreal Protocol were to be congratulated for their

swift action.  In fact, since the second meeting of the Conference of the Parties, the Montreal

Protocol had been the object of some major amendments and indeed the phase-out schedule for all

regulated substances had been shortened.  He concluded by saying that, during the Preparatory

Meeting, important issues were to be discussed and recommendations formulated for presentation to

the Conference of the Parties to the Vienna Convention.

4. Also at the opening session, Mr. K.M. Sarma, Coordinator of the Ozone Secretariat,

delivered a statement on behalf of the Executive Director of the United Nations Environment

Programme (UNEP).  Having thanked the Government of Thailand for agreeing to host the Third

Meeting of the Conference of the Parties to the Vienna Convention, he said that, although progress

was being made towards achieving the objectives originally set when the Convention was first agreed

upon, there was no room for complacency.  Continuing research spanning the entire world was

needed.  The burden of research coordination could be confidently placed on the World

Meteorological Organization (WMO), but WMO could do little without the requisite resources;  the

Meeting, therefore, might appeal to the donors and the Global Environment Facility for the allocation

of the necessary funding.  The second meeting of the Ozone Research Managers had been held
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earlier in the year in Geneva, and its report and recommendations were before the Meeting.  It was,

he said, for the Meeting to consider those documents and make its recommendations for decisions

and suitable action to be taken by the Conference of the Parties.  In regard to funding, he appealed to

the Parties to pay their contributions promptly to the Vienna

Convention Trust Fund;  the Fund had a small budget, and correspondingly small contributions from

the Parties, but if the present situation continued, the Secretariat would be unable to discharge its

duties.

II.  ORGANIZATIONAL MATTERS

A.  Attendance

5. The following Parties to the Vienna Convention were represented:  Algeria, Argentina,

Australia, Austria, Bahamas, Bahrain, Bangladesh, Belarus, Belgium, Botswana, Brazil, Brunei

Darussalam, Bulgaria, Burkina Faso, Cameroon, Canada, Chile, China, Colombia, Costa Rica,

Cuba, Denmark, Ecuador, Egypt, European Community, Fiji, Finland, France, Gambia, Germany,

Ghana, Greece, Hungary, Iceland, India, Indonesia, Iran (Islamic Republic of), Israel, Italy, Japan,

Jordan, Kenya, Kuwait, Liechtenstein, Malawi, Malaysia, Malta, Mauritius, Mexico, Netherlands,

New Zealand, Norway, Pakistan, Peru, Philippines, Poland, Portugal, Republic of Korea, Romania,

Russian Federation, Seychelles, South Africa, Spain, Sri Lanka, Swaziland, Sweden, Switzerland,

Syrian Arab Republic, Thailand, Tunisia, Turkey, Uganda, Ukraine, United Kingdom of Great

Britain and Northern Ireland, United Republic of Tanzania, United States of America, Uruguay,

Venezuela, Western Samoa, Zambia and Zimbabwe.

6. The following States not party to the Convention were also represented:  Comoros,

Democratic People's Republic of Korea, Iraq, Lao People's Democratic Republic, Morocco,

Myanmar and Viet Nam.

7. Observers from the following United Nations bodies and specialized agencies were also
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present:  Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific (ESCAP), United Nations

Development Programme (UNDP), United Nations Industrial Development Organization (UNIDO),

World Bank and World Meteorological Organization (WMO).

8. The following other organizations were also represented:  Alliance for Responsible CFC

Policy, Asian Institute of Technology, American Standard Inc., European Council of Federations of

the Chemical Industry (CEFIC), Friends of the Earth, Greenpeace, Halogenated Solvents Industry

Alliance, Hankook Shinwha Co. Ltd., Hitachi Ltd., International Confederation of Free Trade

Unions (ICFTU), International Pharmaceutical Aerosol Consortium (IPAC), Industrial Technology

Research Institute (ITRI), Japan Association of Methyl Bromine Industry, Japan Electrical

Manufacturers' Association (JEMA), Japan Flon Gas Association (JFGA), Japan Industrial

Conference for Ozone Layer Protection (JICOP), Methyl Bromide Global Coalition (MBGC), New

Energy and Industrial Technology Development Organization (NEDO).

B.  Officers of the Meeting

9. The officers of the Second Meeting of the Parties served in the corresponding capacities at the

Meeting, the Bureau of which comprised:

President: Mr. Jean-Baptiste Kambou (Burkina Faso)

Vice-Presidents: Mr. Janaka Ratnasiri (Sri Lanka)

Mr. Alexandre Averchenkov (Russian Federation)

Mr. German Garcia-Duran (Colombia)

Rapporteur: Mr. John Whitelaw (Australia)
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C.  Adoption of the agenda

10. At the opening session, the Meeting adopted the following agenda, as contained in document

UNEP/OzL.Conv.3/Prep/1:

1. Opening of the Meeting:

(a) Statement by the representative of the Government of Thailand;

(b) Statement by the Executive Director of the United Nations Environment

Programme (UNEP).

2. Organizational matters:

(a) Adoption of the agenda;

(b) Organization of work.

3. Consideration of the report of the Executive Director of UNEP to the Conference of

the Parties to the Vienna Convention for the Protection of the Ozone Layer at its third

meeting:

(a) Status of implementation of the decisions adopted by the Conference of the

Parties to the Vienna Convention at its second meeting;

(b) Amendment to the rules of procedure for meetings of the Conference of the

Parties to the Vienna Convention;
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(c) Reporting obligations of the Parties to the Convention;

(d) Second meeting of the Ozone Research Managers;

(e) Strengthening of the Global Ozone Observing System.

4. Financial report for 1992 and the proposed budgets for 1994, 1995, 1996 and 1997 for

the Vienna Convention Trust Fund.

5. Date and venue of the fourth meeting of the Conference of the Parties.

6. Other matters.

7. Adoption of the report.

8. Closure of the meeting.

D.  Organization of work

11. The Meeting decided to take up the agenda item by item.

III.  SUBSTANTIVE MATTERS

A.  Consideration of the report of the Executive Director of UNEP

to the Conference of the Parties to the Vienna Convention for

the Protection of the Ozone Layer at its third meeting

12. The Secretariat, having introduced the Executive Director's report (UNEP/OzL.Conv.3/2),

suggested that the Preparatory Meeting might wish to consider it in conjunction with the relevant

draft decisions (UNEP/OzL.Conv.3/L.1 and Add.1).
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13. The Preparatory Meeting, having considered paragraphs 2-4 and the annex of the Executive

Director's report, approved draft decision III/1, with an additional paragraph.

14. The Meeting approved draft decision III/2, without comment or amendment.

15. The Chairman of the Ad Hoc Working Group of Legal Experts on Non-Compliance with the

Montreal Protocol gave an account of the background to draft decision III/3 on the amendment

procedure under the Vienna Convention.  After some discussion, the Preparatory Meeting approved

the draft decision in question.  One representative commented that his delegation would propose a

change in the amendment procedure prior to the next meeting of the Conference to the Parties.

16. After a discussion on the subject of reporting for the purposes of Annex I to the Vienna

Convention, during which one representative emphasized the need to minimize the burden of

reporting under the environmental conventions and various amendments to the text of draft

decision III/4 were proposed, the Preparatory Meeting approved an amended text for that draft

decision.

17. In connection with the second meeting of the Ozone Research Managers, the Secretariat drew

the attention of the Preparatory Meeting to draft decisions III/5 and III/8, mentioning that the latter

was consequential to the change in the pattern of meetings.  The Preparatory Meeting considered the

text of draft decision III/5 at some length, many amendments being proposed, especially to its

paragraph 3, one representative emphasizing that the Parties to the Vienna Convention had no

mandate to set GEF priorities.  After the Secretariat read out a new text for paragraph 2, the Meeting

established a small working group to prepare an amended text for the entire draft decision.

18. In the course of the discussion, several representatives emphasized that the most effective of

the several existing monitoring methods should be identified prior to engaging in heavy outlay, one

of them mentioning - as the representative of WMO confirmed - that there were recent state-of-the-art

methods that were much more effective than the earlier ones.  Another representative, however,
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pointed out that such methods would not be available for use in developing countries.

19. The small working group suggested that the Preparatory Meeting should accept the original

text of paragraph 1 and the Secretariat's revised text for paragraph 2.  It recommended a completely

rewritten text for paragraph 3.  The first two paragraphs met with general acceptance, but several

representatives insisted on retention of the words "tropical belt" in paragraph 3, maintaining that the

purpose of the draft decision was to fill a perceived monitoring gap in those latitudes.  Other

representatives regarded the problem as a more general one and suggested the use of an expression

such as "areas not already covered".  Some other representatives thought it was equally important to

obtain funding for the maintenance and continued operation of existing monitoring stations.  The

representative of WMO pointed out that a certain amount of funding might be available for that

purpose through participation in his organization's world calibration and intercomparison

programme.  Another representative said that the GEF normally responded to applications for project

funding submitted by individual countries.  While projects to protect the ozone layer certainly came

within one of the GEF's agreed areas, priorities for the use of the Facility's limited funds were thus

ultimately set at the national level.

20. The small working group then produced an amended text for paragraph 3 of draft decision

which was approved by the Preparatory Meeting. Draft decision III/8 was also approved by the

Meeting, with one amendment.

B.  Financial Report for 1992 and the proposed budgets

for 1994, 1996 and 1997 for the Vienna

Convention Trust Fund

21. In discussions on this item, two representatives requested clarification regarding the audited

accounts referred to in draft decision III/6.  The Secretariat clarified that letters regarding the audits

had been sent to the Parties but that, in the future, that information would be included in the

background documents.
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22. In response to a question, the Secretariat also clarified that contributions to the Trust Fund for

the Vienna Convention were assessed on the basis of the official United Nations scale of assessments.

 Any future changes in that scale would be reflected in the assessed contributions to the Trust Fund.

23. One representative speaking on behalf of the small working group stated that, after detailed

but harmonious deliberations, the group had reached agreement.

24. The Meeting was informed by the Secretariat that the revised budget, as proposed by the

working group, will be brought before the Meeting of the Conference of the Parties.

C.  Date and venue of the fourth meeting of the

Conference of the Parties

25. The Meeting adopted draft decision III/7 as amended.

26. The draft decisions as approved by the Preparatory Meeting are annexed to the present report.

IV.  OTHER MATTERS

27. There were no other matters.
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 V.  ADOPTION OF THE REPORT

28. The Preparatory Meeting agreed that its report would be forwarded to the Meeting of the

Parties to the Vienna Convention.

VI.  CLOSURE OF THE MEETING

29. After the customary exchanges of courtesies, the President declared the Meeting closed at

5.30 p.m. on 22 November 1993.
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Annex

DRAFT DECISIONS SUBMITTED FOR THE CONSIDERATION

OF THE THIRD CONFERENCE OF THE PARTIES

The Conference of the Parties decides:

Decision III/1.  Adjustments and Amendments to

the Montreal Protocol

1. To note the adjustments and Amendment to the Montreal Protocol that were adopted at the

Fourth Meeting of the Parties to the Montreal Protocol, held in Copenhagen in

November 1992;  to urge the Parties to the Protocol to expedite their ratification of the

Amendment;  to urge all the Parties to the Vienna Convention to ratify the Montreal Protocol;

 and, to urge all the countries that have not ratified the Vienna Convention and the Montreal

Protocol and its Amendments to do so expeditiously;

2. To provide immediate support and assistance to newly sovereign States that were previously

part of unions, federations or other States in becoming Parties to the Vienna Convention and

Montreal Protocol;

Decision III/2.  Reports of the Assessment Panels

1. To take note of the 1991 reports of Scientific Assessment, Environmental Effects Assessment

and Technology and Economic Assessment Panels;

2. To take note of the ongoing work of the three assessment panels in preparing updated reports

for consideration by the Seventh Meeting of the Parties to the Montreal Protocol;
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Decision III/3.  Amendment procedure under

the Vienna Convention

To note the conclusions of the Ad Hoc Working Group of Legal Experts on Non-Compliance

with the Montreal Protocol on procedures for expediting the amendment procedure under

Article 9 of the Vienna Convention, and decision IV/5, paragraph 4, of the Fourth Meeting of

the Parties to the Montreal Protocol in respect of these conclusion and to agree that there is no

need to expedite the amendment procedure under Article 9 of the Vienna Convention for the

Protection of the Ozone Layer;

Decision III/4.  Reporting for the purposes of Annex I

to the Vienna Convention

1. To accept the recommendation that for the purposes of Article 3 of, and Annex I to the

Vienna Convention, it is adequate if Parties to the Convention report data under the Protocol

on all substances controlled by the Montreal Protocol;

2. To defer a decision under Article 3 of and Annex I to the Convention with respect to

hydrofluorocarbons (HFCs), pending a decision of the Intergovernmental Negotiating

Committee (INC) for a Framework Convention on Climate Change or of the first session of

the Conference of the Parties to the Framework Convention on Climate Change on the

reporting on HFCs;

Decision III/5.  Recommendations of the second meeting of the

Ozone Research Managers

1. To take note of the report of the second meeting of the Ozone Research Managers, especially

with regard to the high priority scientific objectives to guide the future work on the ozone

issue, the need improvements in the long-term observations of ozone and ozone-related
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constituents, and the acute need for the improvement of training both in the field of

measurements and analysis as identified by the Ozone Research Managers;

2. To request that all Parties make voluntary contributions to the World Meteorological

Organization (WMO) Special Fund for Environment Monitoring for the Global Ozone

Observing System (GO3OS) in order to expand the station network in developing countries;

3. To welcome the Global Environment Facility's decision to fund a number of global ozone

observation stations and to request that that body give due consideration to funding the

installation of a limited number of additional stations in the tropical belt and in any other

regions not adequately covered, in light of recommendations of the Ozone Research

Managers, and where the requesting country deems such stations a priority;  and to request

the World Meteorological Organization in cooperation with the United Nations Environment

Programme to investigate and evaluate available monitoring equipment so as to equip such

stations as appropriate using best available technologies for measuring both ozone and UV-B;

Decision III/6.  Budgets and financial matters

1. To take note of the certified and audited accounts of the Trust Fund for the Vienna

Convention for the Protection of the Ozone Layer for expenditures under the Trust Fund for

1990 and 1991 and the certified and audited accounts for the Interim Ozone Secretariat;

2. To take note of the financial report on the Trust Fund for the

Vienna Convention for the first year of the biennium 1992-1993 ended

31 December 1992 (UNEP/OzL.Conv.2/3);

3. To urge all Parties to pay their outstanding 1990-1993 contributions promptly and also to pay

their future contributions promptly and in full in accordance with the terms of reference of the
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Trust Fund and the formula for contributions as attached to the report of the third meeting of

the Conference of the Parties as annex ...;

4. To extend the Trust Fund for the Vienna Convention for the Protection of the Ozone Layer

from 31 March 1995 to 31 March 1997;

5. To adopt the final budgets of $297,245 for 1994, $643,590 for 1995, $823,520 for 1996 and

$317,020 for 1997, as set out in annex to the report of the third meeting of the Conference of

the Parties;

Decision III/7.  Fourth meeting of the Conference

of the Parties

1. To convene the fourth meeting of the Conference of the Parties to the Vienna Convention in

1996 in conjunction with the Eighth Meeting of the Parties to the Montreal Protocol and at the

same venue.

2. To accept with appreciation the offer of Austria to host the celebrations of the tenth

anniversary of the Convention in conjunction with the Seventh Meeting of the Parties to the

Montreal Protocol in 1995 in Vienna.

Decision III/8.  Future meeting of the Ozone Research Managers
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To hold a meeting of the Ozone Research Managers every three years, six months prior to the

meeting of the Conference of the Parties and back-to-back with the meeting of the Bureau of

the Conference in partial modification of decision I/6 adopted by the Conference at its first

meeting.

-----


