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Summary of issues for discussion at the dialogue on key future 
challenges to be faced by the Montreal Protocol 

Note by the Secretariat 

Addendum 

Suggestions submitted by Parties 

1. Pursuant to decision XVIII/36, paragraph 4, the Parties were invited to submit to the Secretariat 
by 16 April 2007 any suggestions they might have on the topics to be discussed under the agenda** 
contained in the appendix to the decision. 

2. The annex to the present note contains a compilation of suggestions submitted by Parties in 
response to paragraph 4 of decision XVIII/36. The comments are presented as submitted and have not 
been formally edited by the Secretariat. 

                                                           
∗  UNEP/OzL.Pro.18/10. 
**  Reproduced in annex II to document UNEP/OzL.Pro/DKFC/1/2. 
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Annex 

Compilation of suggestions submitted by Parties in response to 
paragraph 4 of decision XVIII/36 
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A. Attachment to letter dated 16 April 2007 from Mr. Daniel A. Reifsnyder, 
Deputy Assistant Secretary for Environment, United States Department of 
State, to the Executive Secretary, Ozone Secretariat 
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B. E-mail dated 7 March 2007 from Mr. Ghazi Odat, Ministry of 
Environment of Jordan, to the Executive Secretary, Ozone Secretariat 
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C. Letter dated 11 April 2007 from Ms. Gabriela Esther Löw, Federal Office 
for the Environment, Switzerland, to the Executive Secretary, Ozone 
Secretariat 
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D. Suggestions from the 24 countries of the South Asia and Southeast Asia and 

Pacific network of the Ozone Officers (SA-SEAP) for agenda items and 
issues to be included in the two-day workshop on “Key future challenges 
faced by the Montreal Protocol” 
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E. Suggestions from the Government of Japan on the topics to be discussed 
during the dialogue on key future challenges faced by the Montreal 
Protocol (in accordance with decision XVIII/36) 

 
General comments 
 

The amount of production and consumption of ozone depleting substances (ODSs) 
have been already phased out by 93% in past 20 years. The achievement of the Montreal 
Protocol has great significance and is the most successful multilateral environmental 
agreement, although some delay is estimated in the complete recovery of the Antarctic ozone 
hole because of emissions from banks and the increase of HCFCs production in developing 
countries. 

Furthermore, the Montreal Protocol has contributed not only to the protection of the 
ozone layer but also to the prevention of the climate change.  Because most of ODSs are 
strong greenhouse gases, the phase-out of ODSs both in developed and developing countries 
under the Protocol promotes the reduction of greenhouse gases. 

We need to address various challenges in global environmental issues, whilst available 
resources are limited.  Therefore, Japan believes that the cost-effectiveness is critical with 
regard to further approach.  In addition, we need to have balanced and broad perspective for 
discussion.  Japan welcomes substantial discussion in the Dialogue. 

 
Specific suggestions 
 
1.  Challenges in phasing-out HCFCs 

 
Japan has concerns on the problem that the production of HCFCs in developing 

countries is sharply increasing prior to the 2016 freeze. 

HCFCs have a long-term phase-out schedule, which continues to 2040 in developing 
countries. We should consider appropriate schedule for phasing out HCFCs, taking the effects 
into account of HCFCs and their alternatives on global warming. 

Concerning the assistance through the MLF, we should focus our resources on cost-
effective measures. 

In regard to accelerating phase-out schedule of HCFCs, we already have several 
adjustment proposals to the Protocol from various countries, so Japan proposes to discuss this 
issue in the 27th Meeting of Open-ended Working Group. 

At any rate, Japan is in the position that these issues should be considered on the basis 
of the scientific assessment by the Technology and Economic Assessment Panel.  Of course 
Japan is willing to participate in comprehensive discussion including above mentioned agenda 
item. 

 
2.  Key future policy challenges related to the future management, control and/or phase-

out of ozone-depleting substances other than HCFCs 
 

As pointed out in the assessment report by the Science Assessment Panel in 2006, it is 
anticipated that emissions of CFCs from banks have perverse effect to the ozone layer.  In this 
context, it is meaningful to establish the framework which can capture the amount of 
emissions quantitatively.  

Currently, although a lot of recovery projects (Refrigerant Management Programme, 
Recovery & Recycling Project, etc.) are established through the MLF, Japan fully understands 
that a Recovery and Recycling system is really complicated and difficult to implement. It is 
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important to review and re-evaluate the implementation of these existing projects, to pick up 
and introduce the best practices, and to facilitate tailored national legislation on the recovery, 
recycle and destruction of ODSs.   

Contaminated and unwanted ODSs, which cannot be reclaimed/recycled, should be 
destroyed properly, in the light of minimizing the perverse effect to the ozone layer and the 
climate. Japan believes that the destruction of banked ODSs should be further focused on. 

Japan is eager to discuss above mentioned topics under this agenda. 

 
3. Improving cooperation and coordination of the Montreal Protocol with other 

multilateral environmental agreements and processes 
 

The IPCC/TEAP Special Report on Safeguarding the Ozone Layer and the Global 
Climate System was developed under close cooperation of two expert institutions and brought 
useful information to the Montreal Protocol and the Kyoto Protocol. In order to facilitate 
further collaboration and integrated consideration, some framework for regular information 
exchange between the two Protocols will be helpful. 

 
4.  The future of the Multilateral Fund beyond 2010 

 
Almost all developing countries have ratified the Protocol and implemented the phase-

out of various ODSs steadily, although they are imposed strict regulation.  The Protocol’s 
great success owes to the plentiful assistance and its strict operational management through the 
MLF and the Executive Committee. 

Beyond 2010, especially after 2015, the object of the MLF will be focused on HCFCs.  
We must strictly assess the scope and scale of the upcoming replenishments from the 
perspective of cost-effectiveness taking account of obligations to be complied with by 
developing countries.  Also, the administrative aspect of the MLF and its Secretariat should be 
in discussion agenda. 

 
 [END] 
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