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OUTCOME OF THE WORLD SUMMIT ON SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT

ON THE ISSUE OF OZONE DEPLETION

Note by the Secretariat

1. In decision XIII/29 regarding the World Summit on Sustainable Development, taken in 2001 in Colombo (see attached annex), the Parties requested the Executive Director of UNEP to bring this decision to the attention of the Chairman of the Preparatory Committee of the World Summit.

2. Paragraph 39 of the report of the World Summit on Sustainable Development (A/CONF.199/20, Johannesburg, South Africa, 26 August - 4 September 2002) adopted at the meeting, refers specifically to the Vienna Convention and its Montreal Protocol.  It states that the World Summit agreed to:


"Enhance cooperation at the international, regional and national levels to reduce air pollution, including transboundary air pollution, acid deposition and ozone depletion bearing in mind the Rio principles, including, inter alia, the principle that, in view of the different contributions to global environmental degradation, States have common but differentiated responsibilities, with actions at all levels to:

(a)  Strengthen capacities of developing countries and countries with economies in transition to measure, reduce and assess the impacts of air pollution, including health impacts, and provide financial and technical support for these activities;

(b) Facilitate implementation of the Montreal Protocol on Substances that Deplete the Ozone Layer by ensuring adequate replenishment of its fund by 2003/2005;

(c)  Further support the effective regime for the protection of the ozone layer established in the Vienna Convention for the Protection of the Ozone Layer and the Montreal Protocol, including its compliance mechanism;

(d)  Improve access by developing countries to affordable, accessible, cost-effective, safe and environmentally sound alternatives to ozone-depleting substances by 2010, and assist them in complying with the phase-out schedule under the Montreal Protocol, bearing in mind that ozone depletion and climate change are scientifically and technically interrelated;

(e)  Take measures to address illegal traffic in ozone-depleting substances."

3. The report of the WSSD also includes reference to other issues on which the meeting reached agreement, that are of special relevance to the Montreal Protocol, such as:

(a) To encourage, promote and fund the development of instruments to address the need to change the current unsustainable production and consumption patterns, for which the Montreal Protocol could be an excellent example (paragraphs 15 and 16).

(b) To renew the commitment, as advanced in Agenda 21, to sound management of chemicals throughout their life cycle, taking into account the precautionary principle, and to promote close cooperation between the relevant international organizations (paragraph 23).

(c) To consider other cross-cutting and interlinking issues, such as encouraging the implementation of new codes under the Harmonized System (paragraph 23(c), dealing with illegal trade (paragraph 23(d) and 39(e), strengthen capacities of the climate safeguarding and ozone protection regimes (paragraphs 38(c) and 39(a)), all of which have been deliberated by the Parties in one or more of their recent meetings.

4. Furthermore, in his letter dated 8 October 2002 addressed to the Secretary-General and all the Under Secretaries of the United Nations, in which the Executive Director of UNEP introduced to them the new book by Stephen O. Andersen and K. Madhava Sarma on "Protecting the Ozone Layer - The United Nations History" published by UNEP, the Executive Secretary brought to their attention the conclusions drawn by the World Summit on Sustainable Development on the issue of protecting the ozone layer. The Executive Director of UNEP noted that this book provides a detailed description on how the concepts which have been agreed by the World Summit evolved and were implemented by the Parties to the Vienna Convention and its Montreal Protocol.
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