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Introduction 
1. The present report provides information on the status of the General Trust Fund for Financing 
Activities on Research and Systematic Observations Relevant to the Vienna Convention. The report 
includes information on the operation of, contributions to and expenditures from the Trust Fund since 
its inception. 

2. At the preparatory segment of the meeting, the parties may wish to review the present report, 
take note of the situation with regard to contributions and the progress made in the implementation of 
activities under the Trust Fund and, if they so wish, make proposals for an appropriate decision to be 
taken at the high-level segment of the meeting. 

 A. Establishment and institutional arrangements 
3. By decision VI/2 of the Conference of the Parties to the Vienna Convention, the United 
Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) was requested, in consultation with the World 
Meteorological Organization (WMO), to establish an extrabudgetary fund for receiving voluntary 
contributions from the parties and international organizations for the purpose of funding certain 
research and observation activities related to the Convention in developing countries and countries 
with economies in transition. By that same decision, the Secretariat was requested, among other 
things, to inform the parties of the institutional arrangements for making decisions on the allocation of 
related funds, with a specific proposal to meet the requirements identified in the decision. The decision 
also called on the parties to review the institutional arrangements for the operation of the fund, taking 
into account the developments and requirements within other conventions, to avoid duplication of 
efforts. 
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4. The Trust Fund was initially established in February 2003 with a five-year term ending on 
31 December 2007. By paragraph 2 of decision VII/2, the Conference of the Parties requested the 
Executive Director of UNEP, through the Ozone Secretariat, to extend the life of the Trust Fund to 
31 December 2015. The UNEP Governing Council in 2007 approved the extension to continue 
supporting monitoring and research activities in developing countries and countries with economies in 
transition. 

5. The terms of reference for the administration of the Trust Fund were circulated to all parties in 
March 2003, together with an invitation to make voluntary contributions. Regarding the institutional 
arrangements for making decisions on the allocation of funds, the Ozone Secretariat and WMO agreed 
on a memorandum of understanding thereon, which was presented to the Conference of the Parties at 
its seventh meeting. The parties requested UNEP and WMO to continue their cooperation with regard 
to the Trust Fund pursuant to the terms in that memorandum, on the understanding that that agreement 
could be changed as necessary to meet evolving needs and conditions. 

 B. Contributions 
6. Annual contributions to the Trust Fund since 2003 are shown in the table. Information on any 
new contributions received for 2011 will be provided at the ninth meeting of the Conference of the 
Parties. 

Status of the Trust Fund as at 13 July 2011 (in United States dollars) 

Parties 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 Total  

Andorra        5 557 5 557

Czech Republic       8 000   10 000      18 000

Estonia       2 000          2 000

Finland 5 700 6 138     7 776 6 603 6 050 7 190 39 457

France             29 600    29 600

Kazakhstan   1 500 1 500 1 500 1 500 1 500 292    7 792

South Africa         30 000 30 000      60 000

Spain     6 306 6 035          12 341

Switzerland         20 677        20 677

United Kingdom   17 538       23 449       40 987

Subtotal 5 700 25 176 7 806 17 535 52 177 72 725 36 495 6 050  12 747 236 411 
                      

Interest income 16 431 911 2 757 5 494 7 326 4 686 1 022   22 643
                      

Total                   259 054 
                      

Less expenditure 
to date                   155 600
                      

Balance 
available                   103 454

 C. Activities and expenditure 
7. The Ozone Secretariat and WMO have continued their cooperation with regard to the Trust 
Fund and its activities. Thanks to the several parties’ contributions to the Trust Fund, the activities 
described below have been carried out to date. 

 Activities carried out before the eighth meeting of the Conference of the Parties 

1. Activity 1: Dobson intercomparison, Dahab, Egypt, 23 February–12 March 2004 

8. Nine Dobson spectrophotometers from Algeria, Botswana, Egypt, Kenya, Nigeria, Seychelles 
and South Africa were sent to Dahab, Egypt, for intercomparison under the leadership of the Egyptian 
Meteorological Agency. External experts from the United States National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
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Administration, the German Weather Service and the Czech Hydrometeorological Institute 
participated. Eight of the nine instruments were calibrated and made capable of measuring total ozone 
with better than 1 per cent accuracy, while one instrument was sent to Germany for repair and 
calibration before being returned to service. 

2. Activity 2: Calibration of Brewer instrument No. 176 in Kathmandu, 20–26 September 2006 

9. The calibration was completed at the Kirtipur campus of Tribhuvan University near 
Kathmandu by an expert from International Ozone Services Inc. with support from the Vienna 
Convention Trust Fund through WMO. The instrument was installed in early 2001 and operated for 
two years, but had then been out of service until the expert visit in September 2006. The instrument 
required a new main power supply and reprogramming of its new electronics. 

3. Activity 3: Calibration of Brewer instrument No. 116 in Bandung, Indonesia, 5–9 September 
2006 

10. The calibration was completed at the Indonesian National Institute of Aeronautics and Space 
facilities in Bandung by an expert from International Ozone Services Inc. with support from the 
Vienna Convention Trust Fund through WMO. The instrument was installed in early 1995 and last 
visited in 2001, but had been out of service for the past four–five years. The instrument required a new 
power supply, microboard and ultraviolet filter in front of the photomultiplier tube to return it to 
service. The Indonesian National Institute of Aeronautics and Space supported the work. 

 Activities carried out since the eighth meeting of the Conference of the Parties 

4. Activity 4: Dobson intercomparison, Irene, South Africa, 12–30 October and 15–26 November 
2009 

11. An intercomparison exercise for the African Dobson instruments took place in Irene, South 
Africa, in October and November 2009. Eight important instruments were involved in that exercise, 
including those from Cape Town, Springbok and Irene in South Africa, Maun in Botswana and 
Seychelles. Another four instruments, from Botswana, Kenya, Nigeria and Seychelles, took part in the 
extension of the exercise from 15 to 26 November 2009. All the participating instruments are now well 
calibrated and in good operational condition, except for that from Seychelles, which has a marginal 
calibration error and may need better expert attention before the next intercomparison event, which is 
scheduled to take place in 2014 or 2015.In addition, as another extension of the calibration campaign, 
an instrument from Cairo was calibrated in Germany in May 2010. 

5.  Activity 5: Workshop on data quality in the total ozone network, Hradec Králové, Czech 
Republic, 14–18 February 2011 

12.  A workshop was held from 14 to 18 February 2011 in Hradec Králové, Czech Republic, 
bringing together Dobson total ozone data managers and experts from the central facilities of the 
WMO Global Atmosphere Watch programme to discuss how to re-evaluate and reprocess some 
important past data sets. The workshop came about as a result of a recommendation of the Ozone 
Research Managers of the Parties to the Vienna Convention at their seventh meeting. The workshop 
was organized by the Czech Hydrometeorological Institute and the Scientific Advisory Group on 
Ozone of the Global Atmosphere Watch provided expert guidance. Financial support was provided by 
the Vienna Convention Trust Fund through the Ozone Secretariat and WMO and by the Government 
of the Czech Republic.  

13. The main goals of the workshop were to bring together managers of the archive data sets from 
the Dobson stations and provide guidance on how to reevaluate and reprocess important past data; to 
collect the primary (0-level) Dobson data sets and calibration metadata from the stations to be archived 
in the World Ozone and Ultraviolet Radiation Data Centre; and to present themes and actual results in 
terms of the operation of the Dobson instruments and data quality assurance at the stations.  

14. The participants discussed, among other things, issues pertaining to calibration and data 
analysis, transfer of the digitized 0-level observation data and the calibration metadata from stations to 
the World Ozone and Ultraviolet Radiation Data Centre database, and the application of freeware tools 
for quality control in processing Dobson data.  

15. The workshop was attended by 34 participants, including 21 station data managers of 
51 Dobson stations representing some 70 per cent of the currently active Dobson stations. A unified 
template of the information held by the individual stations was developed and would be circulated to 
all stations in the network. The participants learned about problems with the earlier data, and methods 
of reprocessing data using the freeware developed by the regional Dobson calibration centres. 
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Funds disbursed from the Trust Fund 

16. The funds disbursed from the Trust Fund amounted to $15,000 for activity 1, $16,100 for 
activities 2 and 3, $66,000 for activity 4 and $58,500 for activity 5. 

National project proposals 

17. Six national projects have been submitted to the Ozone Secretariat and WMO for 
consideration for funding under the Trust Fund. The projects seek to establish national or regional 
monitoring programmes that require the acquisition of monitoring instruments. The funds available in 
the Trust Fund, however, are limited and the costs of such projects are currently beyond the Trust 
Fund’s capacity. Where relevant, the parties that submitted proposals have been provided with 
technical advice, including by the Scientific Advisory Group of Global Atmosphere Watch , and have 
been encouraged to develop their ideas further, including by considering other less-costly options. 

Planned activities 

18. In line with its objectives and priorities, the Trust Fund continues to cover calibration 
activities. The following projects are currently in the pipeline for financing by the Trust Fund: 

(a) Brewer calibration and associated training is being planned for several stations 
worldwide: Brewer instruments in South America (Argentina, Brazil and Chile), and in Egypt, 
the Islamic Republic of Iran, Nepal and the Russian Federation will form part of this project;  

(b)  An intercomparison exercise involving all the Dobson instruments in Africa is planned 
for October 2013, in follow-up to the Dobson intercomparison that took place in Irene in 
October and November 2009.  

 
_____________________ 


