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UNEP invites you to the 
 

Sculpture of Chinese Goddess Nüwa 
Hand-Over Ceremony of Rocks and Water from All Over the World 
 

A MOP-23 Side Event 
 

Date: Thursday, 24th November  2011 
Time: 14:15-15:00 
Room: Kintamani 7 
Venue:  Bali Nusa Dua Convention Center 
 

 
 

THE PROJECT 

In October 2010, Mr. Yuan Xikun, famous Chinese 
artist and UNEP Patron for the Arts and Environment, 
announced his plan to make a grand sculpture of the 
Ancient Chinese goddess Nüwa during his visit to 
Maldives upon the invitation of the President, H. E. 
Mohamed Nasheed. 

His plan is to collect rocks and soil from all the 
continents of the world and water from the two polar 
regions and “smelt” these to form the material which he 
will make into the sculpture. 

The sculpture of goddess Nüwa will symbolize the call 
for the urgent need to protect the ozone layer and 
combat climate change. 

THE SIDE EVENT 
In this event, a number of MOP-23 delegates will 
present rocks taken from places with historical or 
ecological importance in their countries. Mr Achim 
Steiner, Executive Director of UNEP will also show his 
support by sending a stone from Nairobi, UNEP’s 
headquarter, and a message for this event to 
appreciate Mr. Yuan’s effort. 

Meanwhile, the Norwegian Polar Institute and the 
British Antarctic Survey have agreed to assist in the 
collection of water from the Arctic and Antarctic 
regions, respectively. 

Mr. Yuan has already received the sand from President 
H. E. Mohamed Nasheed, Maldives during his visit in 
October 2011. He further collected the soil from 
Guggenheim Estate, Long Island in November during 
his exhibition in New York on “Human and Nature”. 

Mr. Yuan will share with you his passions and concerns 
on environment degradation, and how he sees the 
legend story of Nüwa could inspire the public to further 
advance the ozone layer protection. 

THE CHINESE GODDESS 

According to ancient Chinese myth, Nüwa is a 
goddess who smelted a seven-color stone to block 
a hole in the sky. Using this well known symbol in 
Chinese mythology, best known for repairing the 
wall of heaven, Nüwa will take up a new quest, the 
modern day challenges of fighting ozone depletion. 
China is using her image to successfully engage 
the public and create an ongoing anchor for ozone 
related communications under their HPMP. 

 
ABOUT THE ARTIST 

Yuan Xikun, born in 
Kunming, China, in 1944, 
is a renowned painter, 
sculptor, collector, 

environmentalist, 
philosopher, educator 
and public speaker. He 
established Jin Tai Art 

Museum in Beijing, where he now works as the 
Curator. 

Among his publications are 'From Artist to Cultural 
Diplomat' (Capital Civic Development Foundation 
2002) and ‘Art and Modern Diplomacy' (Ministry 
Press of Cultural Affairs 2009). His commissioned 
works include UNEP - Trophy of the Champion of 
the Earth (2010) and 'Urgency of Polar Region' 
(2009), World Wildlife Fund – Tiger & Forest 
(2010), International Olympic Committee – Statue 
of Juan Antonio Samaranch (2006). He received 
several awards including Ambassador of National 
Cultural Festival (2011), UNEP Patron for the Arts 
Environment (2010), Ecuador’s Supreme Medal of 
Art and Culture (2010), Being Olympic Games 
Honorary Award (2007), and Top Philanthropist & 
Cultural Award (2006). 

 


