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SECTION 4. PROCEDURE

Article 66

Procedure to be followed with respect to invalidity, termination, withdrawal from or suspension of the operation of a treaty

1.
A party which under the provisions of the present  Convention invokes either a defect in its consent to be bound by a treaty or a ground for impeaching the validity of a treaty, terminating it, withdrawing from it or suspending its operation, must notify the other parties of its claim.  The notification shall indicate the measure proposed to be taken with respect to the treaty and the reasons therefor.

2 . If, after the expiry of a period which, except in cases of special urgency, shall not be less than three months after the receipt of the notification, no party has raised any objection, the party making the notification may carry out in the manner provided in article 67 the measure which it has proposed.   

3. If, however, objection has been raised by any  other party, the parties shall seek a solution through the means indicated in Article 33 of the Charter of the United Nations.

4. Nothing in the foregoing paragraphs shall affect the rights or obligations of the parties under any provisions in force binding the parties with regard to the settlement of disputes

5. Without prejudice to article 45, the fact that a State has not previously made the notification prescribed in paragraph 1 shall not prevent it from making such notification in answer to another party claiming performance of the treaty or alleging its violation

ANNEX

1. A list of conciliators consisting of qualified jurists shall be drawn up and maintained by the Secretary-General of the United Nations.  To this end, every State which is a Member of the United Nations or a party to the present Convention shall be invited to nominate two conciliators, and the names of the persons so nominated shall constitute the list.  The term of a conciliator, including that of any conciliator nominated to fill a casual vacancy, shall be five years and may be renewed.  A conciliator whose terms expires shall continue to fulfil any function for which he shall have been chosen under the following paragraph.

2. When a request has been made to the Secretary-General under article 66, the Secretary-General shall bring the dispute before a conciliation commission constituted as follows: 

The State or States constituting one of the parties to the dispute shall appoint:

(a)
one conciliator or the nationality or that State or  one or those States who may or may not be chosen from the list referred to in paragraph I; and

(b) 
one conciliator not of the nationality or that State or of


any of those States who shall be                 chosen from the list.

The State or States constituting the other party to the dispute shall appoint two conciliators in the same way. The four conciliators chosen by the parties shall be appointed within sixty days following the date on which the Secretary‑General receives the request.

The four conciliators shall, within sixty days following the date or the last or their own appointments, appoint a fifth conciliator chosen from the list, who shall be chairman.

If the appointment or the chairman or of any of the other conciliators has not been made within the period prescribed above for such appointment, it shall be made by the Secretary‑General within sixty days following the expiry or that period. The appointment of the chairman may be made by the Secretary‑General either from the list or from the membership or the International Law Com​mission. Any or the periods within which appointments must be made may be extended by agreement between the parties to the dispute.

Any vacancy shall be filled in the manner prescribed for the initial appointment.

Article 66

Procedures for judicial settlement arbitration and conciliation

If, under paragraph 3 of article 65,  no solution has been reached within a period of 12 months following the date on which the objection was raised, the following procedures shall be followed:

(a) Any one of the parties to a dispute concerning the application or the interpretation of article 53 or 64 may, by a written application, submit it to the International Court of Justice for a decision unless the parties by common consent agree to submit the dispute to arbitration;

(b) any one of the parties to a dispute concerning the application or the interpretation of any of the application or the interpretation of any the other articles in Part V of the present Convention may set in motion the procedure specified in the Annex to the Convention by submitting a request to that effect to the Secretary-General of the United Nations.

3. The Conciliation Commission shall decide its own procedure.  The Commission, with the consent of the parties to the dispute, may invite may party to the treaty to submit to it  its views orally or in writing.  Decisions and recommendations of the Commission shall be made by a majority vote of the five members.

4. The Commission may draw the attention or the parties to the dispute to any measures which might facilitate an amicable settlement.

5. The Commission shall hear the parties, examine the claim and objections, and make proposals to the parties with a view t( reaching an amicable settlement or the dispute.

6. The Commission shall report within twelve months or it! constitution. Its report shall be deposited with the Secretary‑General and transmitted to the parties to the dispute. The report of the Commission, including any conclusions stated therein regarding the facts or questions of law, shall not be binding upon the parties and it shall have no other character than that or recommendation! submitted for the consideration of the parties in order to facilitate an amicable settlement of the dispute.

7. The Secretary‑General shall provide the Commission with such assistance and facilities as it may require. The expenses of the Commission shall be borne by the United Nations.

