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Introduction

1. The present report reviews the status of implementation of the Montreal Protocol and the actions taken to implement the decisions of the Fourteenth Meeting of the Parties to the Montreal Protocol.  It also summarizes the issues that will be placed before the Fifteenth Meeting of the Parties, to be held in Nairobi from 10 to 14 November 2003.

I.  IMPLEMENTATION OF THE DECISIONS OF THE FOURTEENTH

MEETING OF THE PARTIES

2.
A report on the status of the implementation of the decisions of the Fourteenth Meeting of the Parties, held in Rome from 25 to 29 November 2002, is annexed to the present report.  Further to the implementation of the provisions of the Montreal Protocol and of the decisions of the Meetings of the Parties, as well as the recommendations made by the Open-ended Working Group at its twenty-third meeting held in Montreal from 7 to 11 July 2003, the Fifteenth Meeting of the Parties will have before it, inter alia, the issues set out below for consideration and appropriate decisions.

3.
Pursuant to Article 6 of the Montreal Protocol and in accordance with decision XI/17, the Scientific, Environmental Effects and Technology and Economic Assessment Panels updated their 1998 reports in 2002.  The Synthesis Report was also prepared by the Co‑chairs of the Panels.  The reports were submitted to the Secretariat in the first quarter of 2003 and were posted on the Ozone Secretariat web site (http://www.unep.org/ozone/) during the months of March and April 2003, while the printed versions of the reports were sent out to the Parties in May for consideration by the Open-ended Working Group in July 2003 and by the Fifteenth Meeting of the Parties. 

4.
The Technology and Economic Assessment Panel (TEAP) completed its progress report and the HCFC Task Force Report in May 2003.  The two 2003 TEAP reports were also posted on the Ozone Secretariat web site and printed copies were distributed to the Parties.

II. ISSUES BEFORE THE FIFTEENTH MEETING OF THE PARTIES

5.
All the draft decisions referred to in this report are contained in annex I to the report of the twenty‑third meeting of the Open-ended Working Group of the Parties to the Montreal Protocol (UNEP/OzL.Pro/WG.1/23/5).

Item 3 (a):
Terms of reference for a study on the management of the financial mechanism



of the Montreal Protocol
6.
In decision XIII/3 of 2001, the Thirteenth Meeting of the Parties called for Parties to, inter alia, evaluate and review, by 2004, the financial mechanism established by Article 10 of the Montreal Protocol with a view to ensuring its consistent, effective functioning in meeting the needs of Article 5 Parties and non-Article 5 Parties in accordance with Article 10 of the Protocol, and to launch a process for an external, independent study in that regard which would be made available to the Sixteenth Meeting of the Parties.

7.
A draft decision on the issue was submitted by the European Community and its member and acceding States, together with Australia and Japan for consideration by the twenty-third meeting of the Open‑ended Working Group.  After discussions, the Working Group decided to forward to the Fifteenth Meeting of the Parties a draft decision containing the terms of reference.  Paragraph 8 of the draft decision containing a proposed timetable has been left in square brackets (see annex I to UNEP/OzL.Pro/WG.1/23/5).

8.
The Open-ended Working Group also urged the Ozone Secretariat to undertake any necessary preparatory work for the study, but without entering into any legally or financially binding commitments. The Secretariat has forwarded the necessary documentation to the Contracts and Procurement Section of the United Nations Office at Nairobi (UNON). UNON will launch a bidding process in accordance with the Financial Regulations and Rules of the United Nations, with the expectation that the proposals received can be made available immediately after the Fifteenth Meeting of the Parties.  

9.
Proposal for action:  the Fifteenth Meeting of the Parties may wish to take an appropriate decision on the terms of reference and modalities.  The Parties may also wish to discuss and decide on the budget for the study and where the funds will be drawn from.

Item 3 (b) (i):
Nominations for critical-use exemptions for methyl bromide
10.
In decision IX/6(2), the Parties requested TEAP to review nominations for critical-use exemptions for methyl bromide and make recommendations based on the criteria established in paragraphs 1 (a) (ii) and 1 (b) of the same decision.  
The following 13 Parties made nominations for critical use exemptions using the procedure set out in decision XIII/11 and the Handbook on Critical Use Nominations for Methyl Bromide (TEAP and MBTOC 2002): Australia, Belgium, Canada, France, Greece, Israel, Italy, Japan, Netherlands, Portugal, Spain, United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland and United States of America, constituting 63 nominations in total.  After further disaggregation of the 63 nominations for the purpose of technical evaluation, there were 84 nominations referring to soil applications, 15 nominations for applications on various commodities and 5 nominations for structures.

11.
The Methyl Bromide Technical Options Committee (MBTOC) and TEAP reviewed the nominations in March 2003 and made recommendations where possible for Parties to either approve or not approve the nomination. MBTOC and TEAP proposed that exemptions for a single year, 2005 be approved.  In several cases, the nominations lacked sufficient information for MBTOC to make a recommendation.  The Agricultural Economic Task Force (AETF) of TEAP provided advice to MBTOC and TEAP on the economic aspects of the nominations and their evaluation and developed the criteria to be applied for determining circumstances where there are “no economically feasible alternatives or substitutes available to the user that are acceptable from the standpoint of environment and health and are suitable to the crops and circumstances of the nomination”. The median cost of the methyl bromide phase-out projects supported by the Multilateral Fund, which could be used as a measure of “willingness to pay” for elimination, came to about $24,000/ODP‑tonne. The twenty-third meeting of the Open-ended Working Group considered the procedure followed in the technical and economic review and the results.  The details of the critical-use nominations were further discussed bilaterally between the MBTOC experts and nine Parties during the course of the Open-ended Working Group meeting. 

12.
The timetable for completion of the review of the nominations that lacked sufficient information was agreed by the Open-ended Working Group as follows:


10 September
All further information necessary from the nominating Parties 






to be sent by the Parties


22 September
MBTOC meeting


8 October

Completion of the TEAP supplementary report 

MBTOC has been receiving additional information from nominating Parties and is expected to meet on 22 September as planned.  

13.
At the meeting of the Open-ended Working Group it was proposed that the Handbook on Critical Use Nominations for Methyl Bromide be revised to include a standard application form to guide nominating parties in their future submissions and take into account the issues discussed by the Open-ended Working Group.  Accordingly, the Handbook was revised in August and posted on the Ozone Secretariat web site.   

14.
The Open-ended Working Group also discussed the issue of the duration of exemptions and possibility of awarding multiple-year exemptions.  In this regard it was suggested that if accepted, the multiple year exemptions would require annual reporting to allow regular assessment by MBTOC of evolving circumstances and efforts to achieve a transition to alternatives.  It was also suggested that MBTOC and TEAP could liaise with a drafting group of interested Parties to develop guidance on reporting requirements before the Fifteenth Meeting of the Parties.  Following that suggestion, the drafting group is working on the guidance with a view to presenting a draft at the Fifteenth Meeting of the Parties. 

15.
On the question of the economic feasibility of alternatives and the proposed cost threshold of $24,000/ODP-tonne by AETF, there was general agreement that further work needed to be undertaken on the model for assessing economic feasibility.  It was proposed that MBTOC, in consultation with interested Parties, conduct further work in advance of the Fifteenth Meeting of the Parties.  Accordingly, this work is being undertaken and results will be presented at the Fifteenth Meeting of the Parties.

16.
Proposal for action:  The Fifteenth Meeting of the Parties may wish to consider the recommendations on the critical use nominations for methyl bromide contained in the 2003 TEAP progress report and its supplementary report; the draft guidance on annual reporting; the result of further work on economic feasibility and other methyl bromide related issues raised at the twenty-third meeting of the Open-ended Working Group and take appropriate decisions.  The Fifteenth Meeting of the Parties may also wish to take note of the revised Handbook on Critical Use Nominations for Methyl Bromide and decide on any further actions if required.

Item 3 (b) (ii):
Conditions for granting critical use exemptions for methyl bromide
17.
The twenty-third meeting of the Open-ended Working Group considered a draft decision presented by the Dominican Republic, on the conditions for granting critical-use exemptions for methyl bromide for Article 5 Parties. It requested TEAP to study the potential trade, economic and other impacts that critical-use exemptions in non-Article 5 Parties might have on Article 5 countries, and listed the conditions for granting critical-use exemptions to non-Article 5 countries and to Article 5 countries that had opted for accelerated phase-out of methyl bromide. The draft decision also endorsed a $24/ODP-kg threshold below which technically feasible, registered and commercially available alternatives to methyl bromide would be considered cost-effective. 

18.
The preliminary discussion made it clear that there was no consensus on the text, but it was agreed that the draft decision was extremely important to all Parties. The Open-ended Working Group agreed to forward the draft decision in brackets to the Fifteenth Meeting of the Parties (see annex I to UNEP/OzL.Pro/WG.1/23/5). 

19.
Proposal for action:  The Fifteenth Meeting of the Parties may wish to consider the draft decision and take an appropriate decision.

Item 3 (b) (iii):
Essential uses of controlled substances
20.
Seven Parties, namely, the European Community, Hungary, Poland, Russian Federation, Switzerland, Ukraine and United States of America, have requested for essential-use exemptions in 2003 for metered-dose inhalers (MDIs), applicable to the years 2004 and 2005.  Poland’s request also included essential use exemption for laboratory and analytical uses. In accordance with the criteria and process set out in decision IV/25 and subsequent decisions V/18, VII/28, VIII/9, VIII/10, XII/2 and XIV/5 for the assessment of essential use nominations for MDIs, TEAP and it’s Aerosols, Sterilants, Miscellaneous Uses and Carbon Tetrachloride Technical Options Committee (ATOC) assessed the nominations against the guidelines for essential use contained in the Handbook on Essential Use Nominations (TEAP, 2001).

21.
The TEAP recommendations were considered by the Open-ended Working Group at its twenty-third meeting. The Working Group recommended to the Fifteenth Meeting of the Parties that it approve the essential-use nominations recommended by TEAP.  The recommendations are reproduced in annex II to the report of the twenty-third meeting of the Open-ended Working Group (UNEP/OzL.Pro/WG.1/23/5).  The quantity of ozone-depleting substances (ODS) already approved as essential-use exemptions for 2004 by the Fourteenth Meeting of the Parties amounts to 5,137 metric tonnes.  Should the present recommendations be approved, the total amount of ODS to be used for essential uses in 2004 will be 5,600 metric tonnes.  The total amount recommended for approval for 2005 currently stands at 3,268 metric tonnes.

22.
The Open-ended Working Group also noted that two Parties, the European Community and Poland, had requested emergency exemptions for laboratory and analytical uses, which had been approved by the Ozone Secretariat, in consultation with TEAP, in accordance with the procedure set forth in paragraph 10 of decision VIII/9.  The following amounts were approved:

Poland:



2.05 tonnes of CFC-113 and carbon tetrachloride for 2003

European Community:

0.025 ODP-tonnes of hydrobromofluorocarbons and bromochloromethane for 2003 and 2004

23.
Proposal for action:  the Fifteenth Meeting of the Parties may wish to take an appropriate decision on the recommendations by the Open-ended Working Group to authorize the levels of production and consumption for essential uses of CFCs for MDIs as well as for laboratory and analytical uses.  The Parties may also wish to take note of the emergency exemptions that had been granted.

Item 3 (b) (iv):
Promoting the closure of essential-use nominations for metered-dose inhalers
24.
TEAP in its 2003 progress report, analyzed the trends in CFC consumption for MDIs and the situation with regard to transition to alternatives.  TEAP presented the issue to the twenty-third meeting of the Open‑ended Working Group.  Based on the findings and recommendations of TEAP, the European Community introduced a draft decision to promote the closure of essential-use nominations for MDIs.  The draft decision, inter alia: aims to end the use of CFCs in MDIs containing salbutamol after 2005 and in other MDIs after 2007; includes extra reporting requirements for nominations for essential-use exemptions to allow TEAP to compare the planned sale of CFC MDIs with the availability of CFC and CFC-free MDIs registered in the Global Database of Alternatives, along with other criteria, and avoid recommending CFCs for products destined for markets where there were sufficient alternatives; and requests TEAP to develop a standard form for submission of data for the Global Database.  The draft decision also proscribes the authorizing of CFCs for MDI manufacturers that were not actively developing and introducing CFC-free alternatives and other criteria, while at the same time allowing Parties to make a case to TEAP for the continued use of CFCs in MDIs to meet patient needs (see annex I to UNEP/OzL.Pro/WG.1/23/5). 

25.
As required in decision XII/2, paragraph 3, of the Twelfth Meeting of the Parties, the Secretariat has updated the list of MDI products for which Parties have informed the Secretariat CFCs are not essential.  The list may be found on the Secretariat web site.

26.
The Open-ended Working Group agreed to forward the draft decision for consideration by the Fifteenth Meeting of the Parties.

27.
Proposal for action:  The Fifteenth Meeting of the Parties may wish to consider the draft decision.

Item 3 (b) (v):
Review of additional exempted uses of controlled substances as process agents and adoption of a revised list of processes in table A of decision X/14

28.
At the twenty-third meeting of the Open-ended Working Group, the United States introduced two draft decisions regarding process agents.  One draft decision requested TEAP to annually review, against criteria for process agents, Parties’ requests to add new processes to the list of process agents contained in table A of decision X/14.  The other draft decision contained a proposal for a revised table A of decision X/14, listing the approved uses of controlled substances as process agents.  It was explained that the revised table incorporated only those that had already been reviewed and determined by TEAP to be process agents.  Uses that had not been included in the proposed list could be included once TEAP determines that they were process agent uses. 

29.
After discussing the issues, the Working Group agreed to forward the two draft decisions (see annex I of UNEP/OzL.Pro/WG.1/23/5) for consideration by the Fifteenth Meeting of the Parties. 

30.
Proposal for action:  The Fifteenth Meeting of the Parties may wish to consider the two draft decisions on process agents.

Item 3 (b) (vi):
Laboratory and analytical uses

31.
In decision X/19, TEAP was asked to report annually on the development and availability of laboratory and analytical procedures that can be performed without using the controlled substances in Annexes A and B of the Protocol, in order to enable the Meeting of the Parties to decide on any uses of controlled substances which should no longer be eligible under the exemption for laboratory and analytical uses and the date from which any such restriction should apply.  

32.
TEAP reported that no new non-ODS methods had been forthcoming which would enable it to recommend the elimination of any further uses of controlled substances for analytical and laboratory uses.  TEAP suggested that the Parties may wish to consider, inter alia, adding Annex C substances to the global exemption for laboratory and analytical uses for controlled substances.  The same provisos that apply to substances in Annex A and B would apply to substances in Annex C. TEAP further suggested the holding of a workshop on the elimination of controlled substances in laboratory and analytical uses.  

33.
The United States introduced a draft decision on extending the global laboratory and analytical use exemption outlined in decisions IX/7 and X/19 to include Annex C, group II and group III substances and to extend the exemption until such time as the Parties agreed that it was no longer necessary. 

34.
After some discussion, the Open-ended Working Group agreed to forward the draft decision to the Fifteenth Meeting of the Parties for consideration.  The second operative paragraph concerning the length of time for which the exemption should be extended was to be considered further (see annex I to UNEP/OzL.Pro/WG.1/23/5). 

35.
Proposal for action:  The Fifteenth Meeting of the Parties may wish to consider the draft decision and take an appropriate decision.

Item 3 (c):
Implications of entry into force of the Beijing Amendment, particularly in relation to



trade in and supply of hydrochloroflourocarbons

36.
The Open-ended Working Group discussed the issue of the implications of entry into force of the Beijing Amendment, particularly in relation to trade in and supply of HCFCs.  The issue in question was summarized as being that of how to interpret Article 4, paragraph 9, of the Montreal Protocol, particularly since for the first time under the Protocol, control measures for one group of substances (HCFCs) had been imposed under two different amendments, namely the Copenhagen Amendment and the Beijing Amendment, with the former controlling consumption and the latter controlling production.  Four different interpretations of Article 4, paragraph 9 had been put forward by delegations and various other points had been raised during the discussions, particularly the fact that HCFC production controls would not come into effect for Article 5 Parties until 2016, and that Parties needed to consider the action to be taken if a consensus was not reached before the controls entered into force in 2004 for non-Article 5 Parties. 

37.
Recognizing the legal complexities of the issue, the Open-ended Working Group agreed that: a meeting of the contact group of interested Parties would be held on 8 November 2003; Parties would send their comments to the Ozone Secretariat by the end of August 2003; and the Secretariat would then consolidate those comments and distribute them among Parties by the end of September, along with two versions of Article 4, paragraph 9, of the Montreal Protocol, one of which would contain the Copenhagen Amendment and the other both the Copenhagen Amendment and the Beijing Amendment.  It was also agreed that the United States of America would serve as coordinator of future work on the issue and that the Ozone Secretariat would use its web site to compile the information received on the issue. 

38.
The Secretariat is compiling the comments received from the Parties together with the Copenhagen and the Beijing Amendments into a document for the Fifteenth Meeting of the Parties (UNEP/OzL.Pro.15/7).  As agreed, the document will be posted on the Ozone Secretariat web site and sent out to the Parties by end of September.  The coordinator of the contact group, a representative of the United States of America, will report on the deliberation of the contact group and present recommendations.

39.
Proposal for action:  The Fifteenth Meeting of the Parties may wish to consider the report of the contact group and take appropriate decisions.

Item 3 (d):
Adjustment of the Montreal Protocol regarding further specific interim reductions of


methyl bromide for the period beyond 2005, applicable to Article 5 Parties

40.
Pursuant to Article 2, paragraph 9, of the Montreal Protocol, the European Community proposed an adjustment to the Montreal Protocol.  The Secretariat communicated the proposal to the Parties to the Vienna Convention and the Montreal Protocol in May 2003 (UNEP/OzL.Pro/WG.1/23/4), six months before the meeting at which it was proposed for adoption as required under Article 2, paragraph 9(b) of the Montreal Protocol.  The proposal was re-circulated as document UNEP/OzL.Pro/15/3.

41.
The proposal adjusts the control schedule for methyl bromide for Article 5 countries by adding intermediate reduction steps of 60 per cent in 2007, 75 per cent in 2009 and 95 per cent in 2012 to the current schedule of a freeze in 2002 at the baseline level, a reduction of 20 per cent in 2005 and phase-out in 2015.  Quarantine and pre‑shipment treatment applications would be excluded from the schedule. 

42.
The proposal is based on decision IX/5, under which Parties were to decide in 2003 on further reductions and is derived from the TEAP and MBTOC analysis of the demonstration projects and the feasibility of the accelerated methyl bromide phase-out.  The proposal was discussed at the twenty-third meeting of the Open-ended Working Group but it was agreed that more time was needed to consider the issue.  It was further agreed that the European Community would distribute a spreadsheet supporting its proposal to Parties in October 2003, in order to facilitate the discussion on the selection of reduction steps and appropriate percentages. 

43.
Proposal for action:  The Fifteenth Meeting of the Parties may wish to discuss the proposal for adjustment contained in UNEP/OzL.Pro/15/3 together with the spreadsheet provided by the European Community. 
Item 3 (e):
Amendment of the Montreal Protocol regarding the advancement of the deadline for


annual data reporting

44.
Pursuant to Article 9 of the Vienna Convention, the European Community has proposed an amendment to the Montreal Protocol.  The Secretariat communicated the proposal to the Parties to the Vienna Convention and the Montreal Protocol in May 2003 (UNEP/OzL.Pro/WG.1/23/4), six months prior to the meeting at which it is proposed for adoption as required under Article 9(2) of the Vienna Convention.  The proposal was re-circulated as document UNEP/OzL.Pro.15/3.

45.
The proposal amends the Protocol to advance the deadline for data reporting for a given year from 30 September to 30 June.  The proposal was discussed at the twenty-third meeting of the Open-ended Working Group.  At the suggestion of one delegation, the European Community’s member and acceding States conducted further discussion on whether their proposal could be accommodated as an adjustment to the Protocol, rather than as an amendment and it was concluded that more time was needed to consider the issue.  It was therefore proposed by the European Community that consultations continue and that the outcome be communicated to the Parties before the Fifteenth Meeting of the Parties.

46.
Proposal for action:  The Fifteenth Meeting of the Parties may wish to considered the proposal for amendment contained in UNEP/OzL.Pro/15/3  together with any further information provided by the European Community.

Item 3 (f):
Status of destruction technologies for ozone-depleting substances and code of good 



housekeeping

47.
In paragraph 4 of decision XIV/6, the Parties requested TEAP to update, in time for consideration by the twenty-third meeting of the Open-ended Working Group, the Code of Good Housekeeping to provide guidance on practices and measures that could be used to ensure that during the operation of the approved destruction technologies, environmental release of ODS through all media and environmental impact of those technologies was minimized.  Pursuant to the decision, TEAP and its Task Force on Destruction Technologies (TFDT) prepared the updated Code of Good Housekeeping on Destruction Technologies and 
. reviewed and revised:

(a)
The list of approved destruction processes given in annex VI to the report of the Fourth Meeting of the Parties (UNEP/OzL.Pro.4/15) as subsequently amended; 

(b)
The table of suggested regulatory standards given in annex VII to the report of the Fourth Meeting of the Parties.

48.
The twenty-third meeting of the Open-ended Working Group considered the proposals of TEAP.  Japan and Australia proposed a draft decision aimed at giving effect to the key proposals made by TEAP on destruction technologies with some additions to it.  After some discussions on the issue, the draft decision was amended to take account of Parties’ obligations under other international conventions; to make clear in appendix I to the draft decision which destruction technologies were approved for which applications; and to delete the emission levels in appendix II in order not to discourage Parties from adopting stricter levels or interfere with Parties’ obligations under other international conventions.

49.
The Working Group agreed to forward the draft decision for consideration by the Fifteenth Meeting of the Parties (see annex I to UNEP/OzL.Pro/WG.1/23/5). 

50.
Proposal for action:  The Fifteenth Meeting of the Parties may wish to consider the draft decision and take an appropriate decision.

Item 3 (g):
Plan of action to modify regulatory requirements that mandate the use of halons in


new airframes

51.
The 2003 TEAP progress report assessed the situation with regard to use of halons.  It was reported, inter alia, that although use of halons for new fire extinguishers was no longer necessary, the airline industry continued to require halon fire extinguishers on board aircraft.  TEAP suggested that the Parties might work with the International Civil Aviation Organization (ICAO) to develop a plan of action to eliminate regulatory requirements for halon fire extinguishers in new aircraft. 

52.
Following the recommendation of TEAP, the European Community introduced a draft decision on a plan of action to modify the regulatory requirements mandating the use of halons in new airframes.  With support from several participants including the observer from ICAO, and some rewording that took into account the need to consider the health and safety of airline passengers, the Open-ended Working Group agreed to forward the draft decision for consideration at the Fifteenth Meeting of the Parties (see annex I to UNEP/OzL.Pro/WG.1/23/5). 

53.
Proposal for action:  The Fifteenth Meeting of the Parties may wish to consider the draft decision.

Item 3 (h):
Handling of ozone-depleting substances in foams and industrial plants
54.
At the twenty-third meeting of the Open-ended Working Group, Japan presented a draft decision that requested parties to take note of the TEAP task force reports on recovery and storage and on foam destruction. It further requested TEAP to prepare an updated report on the situation together with options for the handling and destruction of foams containing ODS at the end of their life. 

55.
After discussions in the Open-ended Working Group and further work on the proposed draft decision, the Working Group agreed to forward the amended draft decision for consideration at the Fifteenth Meeting of the Parties.  However, consensus was not reached on paragraphs (b) and (c) on options for best practices for reducing emissions from the chemical production and process agent sectors and handling and destruction of ODS emanating from plant decommissioning in those sectors (see annex I to UNEP/OzL.Pro/WG.1/23/5).  

56.
The Open-ended Working Group noted that the European Community would work with Japan to develop the terms of reference for the study to be carried out by TEAP, in time for the Fifteenth Meeting of the Parties in November.  The European Community and Japan will present the draft terms of reference at the Fifteenth Meeting of the Parties.

57.
Proposal for action:  The Fifteenth Meeting of the Parties may wish to consider the draft decision together with the draft terms of reference presented by the European Community and Japan and take appropriate decisions.

Item 3 (i):
Update on the status of classification and labelling of controlled substances under the


Montreal Protocol

58.
In decision XIV/8 of the Fourteenth Meeting of the Parties, the Ozone Secretariat was requested to contact the Subcommittee of Experts on the Globally Harmonized System of Classification and Labelling of Chemicals to clarify whether ODS were included in its programme of work, and, if they were not included, to: 

(a) Evaluate the possibility for and feasibility of including ODS in its work programme; 

(b) Report to the twenty-third meeting of the Open-ended Working Group.

59.
The Ozone Secretariat reported on the progress on this issue at the twenty-third meeting of the Open‑ended Working Group.  An update of the progress report on the issue is contained in document UNEP/OzL.Pro/15/INF/3.

60.
Proposal for action:  The Fifteenth Meeting of the Parties may wish to note the report provided by the Secretariat and decide on any further actions that may be necessary.

Item 3 (j):
Reporting of data
61.
A report of the Secretariat on information provided by the Parties in accordance with Article 7 of the Montreal Protocol was prepared for the consideration of the Implementation Committee at its thirtieth meeting held in Montreal from 4 to 5 July 2003.  The Secretariat is preparing an updated and revised report, taking into account the recommendations and guidance issued by the Implementation Committee at its thirtieth meeting.  The updated report will contain data and information submitted by the Parties up to 6 October 2003 and will be placed before the Fifteenth Meeting of the Parties as document UNEP/OzL.Pro.15/4 for consideration.  This report will also be considered by the Implementation Committee at its thirty-first meeting in accordance with the non-compliance procedure of the Montreal Protocol.

62.
Proposal for action:  The Fifteenth Meeting of the Parties may wish to consider the report as well as any recommendations of the thirtieth and the thirty-first meeting of the Implementation Committee on the report and take appropriate decisions to, inter alia, note the data submitted by the Parties and their status of compliance; and urge the Parties that have not reported data including the production and consumption data for 2002 and baseline data or best possible estimates for such data for the various groups of substances.

Item 3 (k):
Ratification of the Convention and the Protocol and its Amendments
63.
Since the Fourteenth Meeting of the Parties and as of 31 August 2003, no new States have become Parties to the Vienna Convention and the Montreal Protocol, two Parties to the Montreal Protocol have ratified the London Amendment, nine have ratified the Copenhagen Amendment, 18 have ratified the Montreal Amendment and nine have ratified the Beijing Amendment.  This brings the total number of Parties to the Vienna Convention to 185, the total number of Parties to the Montreal Protocol to 184, the total number of Parties to the London Amendment to 166, the total number of Parties to the Copenhagen Amendment to 151, the total number of Parties to the Montreal Amendment to 102 and the total number of Parties to the Beijing Amendment to 50.  It should be borne in mind that universal participation through ratification of the Vienna Convention, the Montreal Protocol and its Amendments is necessary to ensure the protection of the ozone layer.  The status of ratification as at November 2003 will be provided in document UNEP/OzL.Pro.15/INF/1 at the Fifteenth Meeting of the Parties.

64.
The Secretariat has sent out letters to Governments encouraging them to ratify the Vienna Convention, as well as the Montreal Protocol and its Amendments as appropriate, depending on the status of ratification by the Governments.  The Secretariat has made special presentations at various meetings of networks of the ozone-depleting substance officers to explain the importance of ratification and provide the Parties with information to facilitate the process of ratification.  

65.
Proposal for action:  The Fifteenth Meeting of the Parties may wish to urge all Parties to ratify the Amendments to the Protocol as soon as possible and invite all States that have not yet done so to become party to the Vienna Convention and the Montreal Protocol and its Amendments.

Item 3 (l) (i):
Selection of members of the Implementation Committee
66.
In accordance with the non-compliance procedure as adopted by the Fourth Meeting of the Parties and amended by the Tenth Meeting of the Parties (1998), the Implementation Committee consists of 10 Parties elected for two years on the basis of equitable geographical distribution. Outgoing Parties may be re-elected for one consecutive term.  In decision XIV/12, the Fourteenth Meeting of the Parties confirmed the positions of Australia, Bangladesh, Bulgaria, Ghana and Jamaica for one further year and selected Honduras, Italy, Lithuania, Maldives and Tunisia as members of the Committee for a two-year period from 1 January 2003.  Australia is serving as President and Jamaica as Vice‑President and Rapporteur of the Implementation Committee for one year effective 1 January 2003.

67.
Proposal for action:  The Fifteenth Meeting of the Parties may wish to select new members of the Implementation Committee to replace or re-elect Australia, Bangladesh, Bulgaria, Ghana and Jamaica and confirm the positions of Honduras, Italy, Lithuania, Maldives and Tunisia for one further year.  The Fifteenth Meeting of the Parties may also wish to take note of the President and Vice-President of the Committee elected to serve for one year effective 1 January 2004.

Item 3(l)(ii):
Selection of members of the Executive Committee of the Multilateral Fund
68.
In accordance with the terms of reference of the Executive Committee approved by the Fourth Meeting of the Parties, the Executive Committee consists of 14 members, seven from the group of Parties operating under Article 5, paragraph 1 of the Protocol, and seven from the group of Parties not so operating.  Each group elects its Executive Committee members who then have to be formally endorsed by the Meeting of the Parties.  The Chair and the Vice-Chair have to be selected from the 14 Executive Committee members.  The office of Chair is effective 1 January of the year in which the term of office commences and is subject to rotation, on an annual basis, between the Parties operating under paragraph 1 of article 5 and the Parties not so operating.  In decision XIV/38, the fourteenth meeting of the Parties endorsed the selection of Austria, Belgium, Canada, France, Hungary, Japan and the United States of America as members of the Executive Committee representing non-Article 5 Parties to the Protocol and the selection of Bolivia, Burundi, El Salvador, India, Jordan, Mauritius and Saint Lucia as members representing Article 5 Parties, for one year effective 1 January 2003.  It also noted the selection of Japan to serve as Chair and El Salvador to serve as Vice-Chair for one year effective 1 January 2003.

69.
Proposal for action:  The group of Parties operating under Article 5, paragraph 1, may wish to select the members to represent them in the Executive Committee for 2004 as well as the Chair of the Committee for that year.  The group of Parties not operating under Article 5, paragraph 1, may also select their seven representatives on the Committee and the Vice-Chair for 2004.  The Fifteenth meeting of the Parties may wish to endorse the selected representatives and take note of the selected Chair and Vice-Chair of the Committee.

Item 3 (l) (iii):
Selection of Co-Chairs of the Open-ended Working Group
70.
In accordance with decision XIV/42 of the Fourteenth Meeting of the Parties, Mr. Khaled Klaly (Syrian Arab Republic) and Ms. Maria Nolan (United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland) are serving as Co-Chairs of the Open-ended Working Group of the Parties to the Montreal Protocol in 2003.

71.
Proposal for action:  The Fifteenth Meeting of the Parties may wish to consider the chairmanship of the Open-ended Working Group in 2004 and endorse the selected Co-Chairs to serve in that capacity for 2004.

Item 4:
Non-compliance issues considered by the Implementation Committee – Presentation by

the President of the Committee

72.
The Implementation Committee held its thirtieth meeting in Montreal from 4 to 6 July 2003.  The thirty-first meeting of the Committee will be held in Nairobi from 5 to 7 November 2003, immediately prior to the Fifteenth Meeting of the Parties.  The updated and revised data report prepared by the Secretariat (UNEP/OzL.Pro.15/4) and other compliance issues will be considered.

73.
At the twenty-third meeting of the Open-ended Working Group, the President of the Implementation Committee presented a short summary of the issues being considered by the Committee and the outcome of its thirtieth meeting.  The final report of the thirtieth meeting of the Implementation Committee is contained in document UNEP/OzL.Pro/ImpCom/30/4.   

74.
The President of the Committee will report on the issues addressed and the outcome of the thirtieth and the thirty-first meetings of the Implementation Committee and present the recommendations arising therefrom.  

75.
Proposal for action:  The Fifteenth Meeting of the Parties may wish to consider the report and the recommendations of the Implementation Committee and take appropriate decisions.

Item 5:
Application for technical and financial assistance from the Global Environment Facility

by South Africa
76.
By decision XII/4 of the Twelfth Meeting of the Parties, the Parties requested the Global Environment Facility (GEF) to clarify its future commitment to provide continued assistance to countries with economies in transition with respect to all ozone-depleting substances.  At the twenty-third meeting of the Open-ended Working Group, the Ozone Secretariat reported on the issue.  The GEF Council had earmarked $60 million to provide assistance to countries with economies in transition to phase out methyl bromide and HCFCs.  Some $12 million of that amount had been set aside in the GEF 2004-2006 business plan to fund methyl bromide phase-out projects in eligible countries to enable compliance with the Copenhagen Amendment. A number of requests had already been received from countries with economies in transition and GEF had provided $175,000 for preparatory activities.  

77.
The Ozone Secretariat also reported on the issue of South Africa and its eligibility for GEF funding to phase out methyl bromide, noting that the matter required a decision by the GEF Council.  A request was made to GEF to consider providing, on an exceptional basis, technical and financial assistance to South Africa.  South Africa expressed its appreciation for the efforts and presented a draft decision that would request GEF to consider project proposals from South Africa for methyl bromide phase-out.

78.
The Working Group agreed to forward the draft decision on application for technical and financial assistance from GEF by South Africa for the consideration of the Fifteenth Meeting of the Parties (see annex I to UNEP/OzL.Pro/WG.1/23/5). 

79.
Proposal for action:  The Fifteenth Meeting of the Parties may wish to note with appreciation the continuation of provision of assistance from GEF to countries with economies in transition and additional funds being provided for methyl bromide and HCFC phase-out activities in those countries.  The Fifteenth Meeting of the Parties may also wish to consider the draft decision on South Africa’s application for GEF assistance.

Item 6:
Financial report on  the Vienna Convention for the Protection of the Ozone Layer and the Trust Fund for the Montreal Protocol on Substances that Deplete the Ozone Layer and budget for the Montreal Protocol

80.
The financial report on the Trust Funds for the Vienna Convention for the Protection of the Ozone Layer and the Montreal Protocol on Substances that Deplete the Ozone Layer for the first year of the biennium 2002-2003 and expenditures for 2002 as compared to the approved budgets (UNEP/OzL.Pro.15/5) and the proposed budgets of the Secretariat (revised proposed 2004 and proposed 2005 budgets) (UNEP/OzL.Pro.15/6) will be placed before the Fifteenth Meeting of the Parties for consideration and approval.

81.
Proposal for action:  The Fifteenth Meeting of the Parties may wish to take note of the financial reports and approve the budgets of the Montreal Protocol Trust Fund for 2004 and 2005.
Item 7:
Update on the observer status of the Ozone Secretariat at the meetings of the World

Trade Organization
82.
Decision XIV/11 of the Fourteenth Meeting of the Parties requested the Ozone Secretariat to report back on any meetings it had attended at the World Trade Organization (WTO) and in particular to monitor the WTO Committee on Trade and Environment special session negotiations.  The Ozone Secretariat reported to the Open-ended Working Group that it, along with a number of other secretariats of multilateral environmental agreements, had been invited to attend the special sessions of the WTO Committee on Trade and that the wider question of observer status within WTO remained unresolved and was due to be discussed, though not necessarily decided, at the WTO ministerial conference in Cancun, Mexico, in September. 

83.
An updated report of the Secretariat on this issue is contained in document UNEP/OzL. Pro.15/INF/4.

84.
Proposal for action:  The Fifteenth Meeting of the Parties may wish to consider the report of the Secretariat.

Item 3 of the high-level segment:  Presentation by the Scientific, Environmental Effects and
Technology and Economic Assessment Panels on the assessments contained in the report synthesizing the 2002 reports of the three panels

85.
The Co-Chairs of the Scientific, Environmental Effects and Technology and Economic Assessment Panels will make presentations to the Fifteenth Meeting of the Parties on their 2002 assessment findings.  A synthesis report will also be presented.  

86.
Proposal for action:  The Fifteenth Meeting of the Parties may wish to commend the work of the Panels, consider their reports and take appropriate decisions including on the timing of the next assessment.

Item 4 of the high-level segment:  Presentation by the Scientific, Environmental Effects and Technology and

   Economic Assessment Panels on their progress in 2003
87.
The Co-Chairs of the Scientific, Environmental Effects and Technology and Economic Assessment Panels will make presentations to the Fifteenth Meeting of the Parties on any important new developments on a year-to-year basis. 

88.
Proposal for action:  The Fifteenth Meeting of the Parties may wish to take note of the progress reports of the Panels.

Item 5 of the high-level segment:  Presentation by the Chair of the Executive Committee of the

Multilateral Fund for the Implementation of the Montreal Protocol
89.
The Chair of the Executive Committee of the Multilateral Fund for the Implementation of the Montreal Protocol will present the report of the Committee (UNEP/OzL.Pro.15/8) to the Fifteenth Meeting of the Parties.

90.
The decisions of the Executive Committee taken during the reporting period can be found in the reports of its meetings, copies of which were distributed to all Parties and are available at the web site of the Multilateral Fund at the following address:  http://www.unmfs.org/
91.
Proposal for action:  The Fifteenth Meeting of the Parties may wish to consider the report of the Executive Committee.

Item 7 of the high-level segment:  Presentation by the representatives to implementing agencies,

   the United Nations Development Programme, the United

   Nations Environment Programme, the United Nations Industrial

   Development Organization and the World Bank
92.
Representative of implementing agencies under the Multilateral Fund of the Montreal Protocol, namely, the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP), the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP), the United Nations International Development Organization (UNIDO) and the World Bank, will present their reports on their activities under the Multilateral Fund. 

93.
Proposal for action:  The Fifteenth Meeting of the Parties may wish to consider the reports of the implementing agencies.

Annex

ACTION TAKEN ON THE DECISIONS OF THE FOURTEENTH MEETING OF THE

PARTIES TO THE MONTREAL PROTOCOL

Decision XIV/1.  Ratification of the Vienna Convention for the Protection of the Ozone Layer, the

Montreal Protocol on Substances that Deplete the Ozone Layer and the London,

Copenhagen, Montreal and Beijing Amendments

1.
Further to this decision, the Secretariat has sent letters to non-Parties to the Vienna Convention, the Montreal Protocol and Amendments to the Montreal Protocol, urging them to become party to the ozone agreements.  Several appeals have also been made by the Secretariat in various forums for non-Parties to the various Amendments to the Montreal Protocol to ratify them expeditiously.  The status of ratification, accession, acceptance and approval of the ozone agreements, as of 31 August 2003 is as follows:

· Vienna Convention: 185 Parties 

· Montreal Protocol: 184 Parties 

· London Amendment: 166 Parties 

· Copenhagen Amendment: 151 Parties 

· Montreal Amendment: 102 Parties 

· Beijing Amendment: 50 Parties 

An updated status of ratification, as at 1 November 2003, will be available as document UNEP/OzL.Pro.15/INF/1 at the Fifteenth Meeting of the Parties.
Decision XIV/2.  Application by Armenia for developing country status under the Montreal Protocol
2.
In January 2003, the Secretariat sent a letter to the Government of Armenia, with a copy to the Secretariat for the Multilateral Fund, communicating the decision.  
Decision XIV/3.  Clarification of certain terminology related to controlled substances
3.
This decision is included in the sixth edition of the Montreal Protocol Handbook to remind and help the Parties to be precise in the terminology related to “used controlled substances” in future decisions, and when appropriate, refer specifically to the definition agreed in decision IV/24.


Decision XIV/4.  Essential-use nominations for non-Article 5 Parties for controlled substances

for 2003 and 2004
4.
In December 2002, the Secretariat notified the seven Parties, namely, Australia, European Community, Japan, Poland, Russian Federation, Ukraine and the United States of America, whose essential use of ozone-depleting substances was approved by the Fourteenth Meeting of the Parties.

Decision XIV/5.  Global database and assessment to determine appropriate measures to complete the

transition from chlorofluorocarbon metered-dose inhalers

5.
In December 2002, the Secretariat sent letters to the Parties requesting information on CFC and non‑CFC metered-dose inhalers and dry-powder inhalers to be submitted by 28 February 2003. Subsequently the Secretariat sent a reminder letter to Parties in March 2003. 

6.
By May 2003, the Secretariat had received information from the following 26 Parties and 1 non-Party: Australia, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Brazil, Bulgaria, Cambodia, China, Croatia, Czech Republic, Eritrea (Non-Party), European Community, Georgia, Israel, Jamaica, Japan, Macedonia (the Former Yugoslav Republic of), Mauritius, Moldova (Republic of), New Zealand, Norway, Oman, Panama, Poland, Singapore, Sri Lanka, Tuvalu, Uruguay and the United States of America. The information was forwarded to TEAP for their review at the TEAP meeting in May 2003.  Since the TEAP review and as of 17 September 2003, more information has been received from 17 other Parties, namely, Argentina, Belize, Cameroon, Cuba, Dominica, Estonia, Guyana, Iceland, Indonesia, Kuwait, Lithuania, Malaysia, Namibia, Papua New Guinea, Romania, Slovakia and South Africa. which will be forwarded to TEAP for future review. A total of 43 parties had responded to the request to provide information on the use of CFCs in metered-dose inhalers. 

7.
TEAP noted in its 2003 progress report that Parties had adopted a variety of database templates and suggested that they might wish to consider harmonizing databases to provide a more consistent picture and allow a uniform analysis.  It noted also that some of the data contained inaccuracies, which was to be expected given the complexity of the subject.  

8.
The twenty-third meeting of the Open-ended Working Group considered the issue, including the recommendation by TEAP.  The European Community supported the idea of establishing a standard form that would make it easier to provide clear information, and undertook to submit a conference room paper on the issue.  Two other participants agreed that there was a need to collect data in a uniform manner in order to avoid confusion and facilitate the collection process; it was also suggested that the secretariat and the Executive Committee should combine their data collection procedures.  

Decision XIV/6.  Status of destruction technologies of ozone-depleting substances, including an

assessment of their environmental and economic performance, as well as their

commercial viability

9.
In February 2003, the Secretariat notified the TEAP co-chairs of this decision.

10.
TEAP addressed this issue in its 2003 progress report and the twenty-third meeting of the Open-ended Working Group considered the recommendations of TEAP.  A draft decision was agreed by the Open-ended Working Group for consideration by the Fifteenth Meeting of the Parties (see paragraphs 47-50 in the main body of the present report).

11.
The sixth edition of the Montreal Protocol Handbook contains the destruction technologies approved in paragraph 3 of this decision.  If the Parties at their Fifteenth Meeting, approve the new Code of Good Housekeeping, the list of approved destruction processes given in annex VI of the report of the Fourth Meeting of the Parties (UNEP/OzL.Pro.4/15) as subsequently amended, and the table of suggested regulatory standards given in annex VII of the report of Fourth Meeting of the Parties, these will be put into the next version of the Montreal Protocol Handbook.  The Handbook will be updated after the Fifteenth Meeting of the Parties and placed on the web.

 Decision XIV/7.  Monitoring of trade in ozone-depleting substances and preventing illegal trade in

 ozone‑depleting substances

12.
The Secretariat sent a letter to all the Parties in December 2002, communicating the decision and requesting that information on fully proved cases of illegal trade be submitted to the Secretariat as per paragraph 7 of the decision.  The Secretariat also sent a fax to the Multilateral Fund Secretariat on 7 February 2003, communicating the decision.

13.
To date, the Secretariat has received 12 reports from the Parties on the issue of illegal trade: nine Parties reported that there have not been any illegal trade: Austria, Republic of Macedonia, Mauritius, Oman, Turkey, Egypt, Jamaica, Nigeria, and Malaysia, and three Parties reported cases of illegal trade: Japan (nine cases), Singapore (one case), the United States of America (one case).  A summary of the information collected from Parties on this issue will be presented as an information document (UNEP/OzL.Pro.15/INF/6) for the Fifteenth Meeting of the Parties.

Decision XIV/8.  Consideration of the use of the Globally Harmonized System for the Classification and

Labelling of chemicals that deplete the ozone layer
14.
The information on the status of implementation of this decision is contained in document UNEP/OzL.Pro.15/INF/3) and will be presented to the Fifteenth Meeting of the Parties under agenda item 3(i).

Decision XIV/9.  The development of policies governing the service sector and final use of chillers

15.
In decision XIV/9, the parties requested TEAP to collect data and assess the portion of the refrigeration service sector made up by chillers and identify incentives and impediments to the transition to non-CFC equipment and to submit a report to the Open-ended Working Group at its twenty-third meeting.

16.
TEAP reported that it was unable to respond adequately to this request in the time available (November 2002 to May 2003).  Although substantial progress has been made, TEAP has yet to reconcile the differences in the estimates of the global inventory of chillers; develop credible estimates of service emissions in Article 5 countries; and verify whether the incentives and impediments that are known to apply to chiller investment and servicing in non-Article 5 countries are substantially different in Article 5 countries where investment risk and economic uncertainty may have a stronger controlling influence.

17.
TEAP has requested for additional time to complete the report and suggests that it should submit its report on the issue to the Open-ended Working Group of the Parties in 2004.

Decision XIV/10.  Relationship between efforts to protect the stratospheric ozone layer and efforts to

safeguard the global climate system: issues relating to hydrofluorocarbons and perfluorocarbons

18.
Pursuant to this decision, TEAP is working with the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) to address the relationship between efforts to protect the stratospheric ozone layer and efforts to safeguard the global climate system, particularly with regard to issues related to hydrofluorocarbons and perfluorocarbons.  At the twentieth session of the IPCC held in Paris, from 19 to 21 February 2003, the process for producing a joint IPCC/TEAP special report was agreed upon.  Appropriate experts have been nominated by Governments and sub-groups of experts for the various chapters of the special report have been established by the Steering Committee which consists of three IPCC Working Group co-chairs and the three TEAP co-chairs.  The first meeting of the Lead Authors was convened at The Hague from 11 to 13 August 2003.  The meeting further refined the plan for the preparation of the special report including the timetable for the work and the meetings.  It is envisaged that three meetings of the Lead Authors will take place in 2004.

Decision XIV/11.  The relationship between the Montreal Protocol and the World Trade Organization

19.
The Secretariat took note of the decision.  At the twenty-third meeting of the Open-ended Working Group the Secretariat reported on its participation as an observer in the WTO negotiations under the Doha ministerial mandate on trade and environment issues.  An updated report will be provided at the Fifteenth Meeting of the Parties as document UNEP/OzL.Pro.15/INF/4.

Decision XIV/12.  Membership of the Implementation Committee
20.
New members of the Implementation Committee were notified of their election and requested to forward to the Secretariat the name(s) of their representatives to the Committee for the next two years.  The representatives of selected countries have been serving as members of the Implementation Committee.  Australia has been serving as President and Jamaica as Vice‑President and Rapporteur of the Implementation Committee from 1 January 2003.

Decision XIV/13.  Data and information provided by the Parties in accordance with
Article 7 of the Montreal Protocol
21.
The Secretariat sent letters to all Parties urging them to report data on time.  Another letter was sent to Article 5 Parties reminding them that the current control period for CFCs extends from 1 July 2001 to 31 December 2002, hence Parties exceeding their consumption limits for either 2001 or 2002 would be required to report for that control period.

Decisions XIV/14 – XIV/35.  Various issues on non-compliance/compliance by

groups of, or individual Parties
22.       The Secretariat conveyed these decisions to the Parties concerned for necessary action.  The status of the implementation of the decisions was considered by the Implementation Committee at its thirtieth meeting held on 4 and 5 July 2003 in Montreal and will further be considered by the Committee at its thirty‑first meeting to be held from 5 to 7 November 2003, immediately prior to the Fifteenth Meeting of the Parties.  The President of the Implementation Committee will report on the outcome of the Committee’s deliberations and present recommendations on non-compliance issues for consideration by the Fifteenth Meeting of the Parties.

Decision XIV/36.  Report on the establishment of licensing systems under Article 4B of the

Montreal Protocol

23.
A letter was sent to all Parties to the Montreal Amendment to the Montreal Protocol which do not yet have a licensing system requesting them to establish such a system as soon as possible and report to the Secretariat. Similarly, such an appeal to introduce a licensing system was communicated to all Parties to the Montreal Protocol that have not yet done so.  An updated list of Parties that already operate a licensing system under Article 4B of the Montreal Protocol is maintained by the Ozone Secretariat and updated regularly. 

24.
A short report will be provided to the Fifteenth Meeting of the Parties for information in document UNEP/OzL.Pro.15/INF/7.

25.
To date 114 Parties to the Montreal Protocol have reported on their licensing systems. 

Decision XIV/37.  Interaction between the Executive Committee and the Implementation Committee
26.
This decision was conveyed to the Fund Secretariat in order for the Executive Committee to take note at the time of approval of projects aimed at assisting developing countries to phase out ozone-depleting substances. 

Decision XIV/38.  Membership of the Executive Committee of the Multilateral Fund

27.
The decision was referred to the Fund Secretariat for the necessary action.  The selected members have been serving on the Executive Committee.  Japan has been serving as Chair and El Salvador has been serving as Vice-Chair of the Executive Committee from 1 January 2003.

Decision XIV/39.  The 2003-2005 replenishment of the Multilateral Fund

28.
The Executive Committee of the Multilateral Fund is taking the necessary action.  The report of the Executive Committee will contain information on the status of commitment of the budget for 2003-2005 and the prospects for ensuring that the whole budget is committed by the end of 2005.  The report will further inform the Fifteenth Meeting of the Parties on the payments made to the Multilateral Fund and the timeliness of the payments required under paragraph 7 of decision XI/6.

Decision XIV/40.  Fixed-Exchange-Rate Mechanism for the replenishment of the Multilateral Fund 

29.
The issue is being addressed by the Executive Committee.  The report of the Executive Committee to the Fifteenth Meeting of the Parties will contain information on this issue.
Decision XIV/41.  Financial matters: Financial reports and budgets
30.
The approved budget for the Montreal Protocol Trust Fund for the year 2003 was US$ 3,855,220.  The contribution pledged by the Parties was set at US$ 2,279,351.  As at 31 August 2003, contributions paid by the Parties amounted to US$ 1,445,154 and the outstanding contributions for prior years amounted to US$ 3,592,199.

31.
To date, the Secretariat has provided financial support to about 72 experts from Article 5 countries to participate in the meetings of the Parties and of the assessment panels and their subsidiary bodies.

32.
The financial report on the Trust Funds for the Vienna Convention and the Montreal Protocol for 2002 and expenditures for 2002 as compared to the approved budgets (UNEP/OzL.Pro.15/5) and the proposed budgets of the Secretariat (revised proposed 2004 and proposed 2005 budgets) (UNEP/OzL.Pro.15/6) will be considered by the Fifteenth Meeting of the Parties.

Decision XIV/42.  Co-Chairs of the Open-ended Working Group of the Parties to the Montreal Protocol
33.
Following this decision, the Secretariat notified the two Co-Chairs of their selection.  The two Co‑Chairs have been serving in that capacity this year.  

Decision XIV/43.  Fifteenth Meeting of the Parties to the Montreal Protocol

34.
In accordance with this decision, the Fifteenth Meeting of the Parties to the Montreal Protocol is being held at the seat of the Secretariat, in Nairobi, from 10 to 14 November 2003.  In conjunction with the meeting, the thirty-first meeting of the Implementation Committee (5-7 November 2003), the meeting of the contact group on Beijing and Copenhagen Amendments (8 November 2003) and the first meeting of the Bureau of the Fourteenth Meeting of the Parties to the Montreal Protocol (8 November 2003) will take place.

-----
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