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Discussion on the issues and on draft decisions: Exemptions of quantities 
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  granting critical-use exemptions for methyl bromide
European Community 

Decision XV/…: 
Decision to permit levels of production or consumption necessary to satisfy critical uses for non-Article 5 Parties


The Fifteenth Meeting of the Parties,

Recognizing that technically and economically feasible alternatives exist for most uses of methyl bromide, and noting that Parties have made substantial progress in the adoption of effective alternatives,

Resolved that any critical-use exemptions should be implemented in a manner that removes impediments to the further adoption of alternatives and creates disincentives for use of methyl bromide,

Mindful that exemptions must comply fully with decision IX/6 of the Meeting of the Parties, and are intended to be limited, temporary derogations from the phase-out of methyl bromide,

Resolved that each Party’s authorized critical-use volume should decrease each year, targeting the closure of the critical-use exemption as soon as possible in non-Article 5 Parties,

Taking into account the recommendation by the Technology and Economic Assessment Panel (TEAP) that critical-use exemptions should not be authorized in cases where feasible options are registered, available locally and used commercially by similarly situated enterprises,

Decides:

1. To authorize, subject to paragraphs 2 and 3, and taking into account paragraphs 4 to 10 of the present decision, the production and consumption of methyl bromide for the specific critical-use nominations categorized by TEAP as “recommended” and, on an exceptional basis for 2005, “noted” (set forth in appendix I). The total authorized is up to a maximum of 30 per cent of each Party’s baseline;

2. That where the application of the 30 per cent maximum provided for in paragraph 1 above leads to a reduction of a Party’s production and/or consumption from the level that would otherwise be permitted, it will be the responsibility of that Party to adjust its level of production and consumption accordingly; 

3. To grant any critical-use exemptions on an annual basis, in order to take into account the rapid development of alternatives to methyl bromide and the anticipated registration of such alternatives in 2005;

4. To request TEAP to develop a format for an Accounting Framework by 30 April 2004 that would record the details of specific critical uses and to request each Party that has been granted critical‑use exemptions to submit with their nomination the details of their specific critical uses in that format annually, starting on 1 January 2005;

5. To request TEAP to develop a format for a Critical-Use Exemption Report by 30 April 2004, and to request each Party submitting a nomination for critical-use exemptions for methyl bromide after 31 December 2004 to submit a report in that format;  

6. That each Party that has received a critical-use exemption will ensure that the criteria set forth in paragraph 1 of decision IX/6 are applied during its domestic procedures that provide for the licensing, permitting or authorization of that critical use; 

7. That each nominating Party will submit to the Ozone Secretariat, by 1 January 2006, a national or regional strategy for phasing out critical uses of methyl bromide; 

8. To request TEAP to categorize critical use nominations of methyl bromide only as “recommended”, “not recommended” or “unable to assess”, following the procedures established for essential uses;

9. To request TEAP to develop guidelines for assessing “economic feasibility” in the nominations for critical uses of methyl bromide, taking into account commercial use by similarly situated enterprises, and to provide a report to the Parties in May 2004;

10. To request TEAP to modify the “Handbook on Critical Use Nominations for Methyl Bromide” to take the present decision into account.
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