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FIFTEENTH MEETING OF THE PARTIES

  TO THE MONTREAL PROTOCOL ON 

  SUBSTANCES THAT DEPLETE THE

  OZONE LAYER

Nairobi, 10-14 November 2003

Item 7 of the provisional agenda

  of the preparatory segment*
Update on the observer status of the Ozone Secretariat at the meetings

  of the World Trade Organization

Relationship between the Montreal Protocol and the World Trade Organization

(decision XIV/11)

Note by the Secretariat
1. By decision XIV/11, the Parties to the Montreal Protocol requested the Secretariat to monitor, among other things, developments in the negotiations of the World Trade Organization (WTO) Committee on Trade and Environment in special session consistent with the mandate contained in paragraph 32 of the Doha Ministerial Declaration (copy attached in the annex to the present note) and report to the Parties.   The special sessions of the WTO Committee on Trade and Environment that took place in April and July 2003 considered issues which had no implication for the Montreal Protocol’s trade provisions but the Secretariat will continue to monitor developments in future negotiations and report to the Parties as appropriate.

2. The Secretariat had reported to the Parties at the twenty-third meeting of the Open-ended Working Group that the question of the Secretariat’s observer status to the WTO Committee on Trade and Environment remained unresolved.  The issue is still pending as it was not taken up at the WTO Ministerial Conference in Cancún, Mexico, 10-14 September 2003. Negotiations on the Doha Ministerial Declaration collapsed on 14 September 2003 around the issue of the inclusion of new issues for negotiation (investment competition, government procurement and trade facilitation).  Progress was being made in the negotiations on agriculture at the time, and the collapse caught many trade officials by surprise.  At that time no progress had been made on the only trade and environment issue being discussed, that of consolidating the observer status of multilateral environmental agreements and the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) in the negotiations on trade and environment.

3. The collapse of the Ministerial Council means that the Doha round may not end by the scheduled date of 1 January 2005. 

* 	UNEP/OzL.Pro.15/1.
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