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Item 8 of the provisional agenda for the preparatory segment*
Other matters

INFORMATION ON THE DEVELOPMENT OF

A STRATEGIC APPROACH TO INTERNATIONAL CHEMICALS MANAGEMENT

Introduction

1.
The present document provides information to the Parties on the process for developing a strategic approach to international chemicals management (SAICM).

2.
The SAICM concept has been under active review by the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) Governing Council in various forms since 1995.  The most recent decisions taken by the Governing Council include the following:


(a)
At its seventh special session in February 2002, the Governing Council adopted decision SS.VII/3 on a strategic approach to international chemicals management. The Governing Council decided that there was a need to further develop a strategic approach and endorsed as a foundation for such an approach the Intergovernmental Forum on Chemical Safety (IFCS) Bahia Declaration and its publication “Priorities for Action Beyond 2000”.  The Executive Director of UNEP was requested to work with relevant intergovernmental groups and other stakeholders to review current actions to advance the sound management of chemicals, identify gaps and propose concrete projects and priorities. The strategic approach is to promote the incorporation of chemical safety issues into the development agenda.  The initiative was subsequently endorsed by the World Summit on Sustainable Development in Johannesburg in September 2002 (the Johannesburg Summit);


(b)
In February 2003 a progress report was considered by the UNEP Governing Council. The Council adopted decision 22/4 IV to proceed with the further development of a strategic approach to international chemicals management and stressed that its scope should be clearly defined and take into account economic, social and environmental aspects of chemicals management, with a view to contributing to sustainable development. This approach was to be regularly reviewed to assess progress on chemical safety, in the light of the targets set at the Johannesburg Summit, in cooperation with other relevant processes.  The Governing Council endorsed the concept of an open-ended consultative process involving representatives of all stakeholder groups, taking the form of preparatory meetings and the convening of an international conference.  All stakeholders were invited to collaborate actively in the further development of a strategic approach to international chemicals management and the importance of coordination between the development of a strategic approach to international chemicals management and the work of the Rotterdam Convention on the Prior Informed Consent Procedure for Certain Hazardous Chemicals and Pesticides in International Trade, the Stockholm Convention on Persistent Organic Pollutants, the Basel Convention on the Control of Transboundary Movements of Hazardous Wastes and Their Disposal, the Vienna Convention for the Protection of the Ozone Layer and its Montreal Protocol on Substances that Deplete the Ozone Layer, with due regard to their respective mandates, was noted.

3.
During 2003, the governing bodies of other United Nations organizations, such as the World Health Organization and the International Labor Organization, and other international bodies also took decisions to support and endorse decision 22/4 IV. 

First SAICM preparatory meeting

4.
Pursuant to decision 22/4 IV, UNEP has been compiling possible draft elements of a strategic approach to international chemicals management for consideration at the first preparatory meeting.  Input was sought from Governments, the Inter-Organization Programme for the Sound Management of Chemicals (IOMC), IFCS, the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP), the World Bank and other relevant organizations. The first session of the Preparatory Committee for the Development of a Strategic Approach to International Chemicals Management (“SAICM PrepCom1”) will be held at the United Nations Conference Centre in Bangkok from 9 to 13 November 2003.  

5.
SAICM PrepCom1 will be the first substantive step in the SAICM process, which is to culminate in a final international conference on chemicals management. The conference and its preparatory sessions are being convened jointly by UNEP, IFCS and IOMC. 
6.
Representatives of the IOMC organizations, IFCS, the World Bank and UNDP have served as a steering committee to deal with practical preparations for the SAICM process. 
7.
Further information on the SAICM process and SAICM PrepCom1, including the meeting documents, is available on the SAICM web site (http://www.chem.unep.ch/saicm/).
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