[bookmark: _Hlk219729697]Submission of proposals
on stratospheric ozone and ultraviolet radiation monitoring
under the General Trust Fund for Financing Activities on Research
and Systematic Observations Relevant to the Vienna Convention


The overarching goal of the General Trust Fund for Financing Activities on Research and Systematic Observations Relevant to the Vienna Convention (VCGTF) is to address needs and gaps in the monitoring of: (1) stratospheric ozone, (2) ultraviolet (UV) radiation at the Earth’s surface, and (3) substances controlled under the Montreal Protocol.[footnoteRef:1]  [1:  See decisions XI/2 and XIII/2 of the Conference of the Parties to the Vienna Convention.] 

Due to funding limitations, and consistent with the long-term plan and short-term plan of action developed by the Advisory Committee of the VCGTF, proposals submitted for VCGTF support, in response to the Ozone Secretariat’s call dated 12 June 2026, should focus only on monitoring of: (1) stratospheric ozone and (2) UV radiation at the Earth’s surface. Proposals must also address needs and gaps identified by the Ozone Research Managers at their twelfth meeting (24-26 April 2024, Geneva, Switzerland)[footnoteRef:2] related to these topics. [2:  https://ozone.unep.org/system/files/documents/COP-13-6E.pdf.] 

Proposals concerning tropospheric ozone monitoring, air quality issues and UV monitoring for energy production fall out of the VCGTF’s scope and will not be considered. 
The VCGTF places particular emphasis on supporting activities in data-sparse regions and on fostering capacity-building, networking, and the effective use of existing expertise. The support is intended as seed funding only, with current funding limited to US$ 50 000 per project. Accordingly, proposals should demonstrate the availability of sustained national support to ensure the long-term continuation of the proposed activities. 
Proposals are restricted to 15 A4 pages, excluding any appendices that applicants may wish to include.
A brief description of the information required in a proposal is provided in the following template, which should be completed when submitting proposals.


Template for submission of proposals
on stratospheric ozone and UV radiation monitoring
under the General Trust Fund for Financing Activities on Research and Systematic
Observations Relevant to the Vienna Convention (VCGTF)

1. Title of proposal
Please provide the title of your proposal.

2. Executive summary of proposal
Please provide a summary of the proposal, describing its purpose and objectives, stating succinctly what your project is about, how it will be executed, and how it will be supported by your country or institution to ensure its long-term sustainability 
(maximum 10 lines)
3. Names, contact details and affiliations of proposers
Please provide the names, contact details (e.g., e-mail addresses) and affiliations of the proposers and indicate the main focal point for the project. If possible, also provide the website of the institution and the Principal Investigator (PI).

4. Key information about the proposal
Please provide clear explanations to the questions below.
(a) Which needs and gaps in monitoring and/or quality assessment of observations does your proposal address and intend to fill? 
(maximum 10 lines)
(b) Does your proposal aim to relocate unused instruments (e.g., Dobson or Brewer spectrometers)? If yes, please give details of their current state and how they will be brought to operation.
(maximum 10 lines)
(c) Does your proposal aim to implement a new observation programme or add to an existing one? Please describe how these observations meet the needs of this proposal as described in (a).
(maximum 10 lines)
(d) How does your proposal aim to improve cooperation between scientific institutions and/or global networks?
(maximum 10 lines)
(e) In which areas or activities are you planning to build local capacity and how?
(maximum 10 lines)
(f) Which national or institutional resources will be used in your proposed activities? How will they contribute to the success of the proposed activities? How can you sustain long term success and /or continued operation of the proposed activities? 
(maximum 15 lines)
(g) Does your proposal rely on participation of other entities? If yes, please supply a clear letter of intent and support of each of those entities. 
(maximum 10 lines)
Objectives
Please state clearly what you aim to achieve at the end of the project.
5. Detailed proposal including the methodology to be followed
Please explain in detail the methodology you and your team will follow to reach the proposed objectives and indicate why you believe the methodology to be scientifically and technically-sound.
(This is a key part of your proposal – 2 pages maximum; may also be appended.)
6. Resources requested from the VCGTF (maximum $50 000)
Please provide in the table below the proposed budget breakdown of costs involved and explain in detail how the requested funds will be used 
	No.
	Cost Item/equipment
	Proposed total budget cost
	In-kind contribution 
	Requested funding from the VCGTF 

	1
	Hard- and software
	
	
	

	2
	Equipment transport and installation
	
	
	

	3
	Personnel
	
	
	

	4
	Travel
	
	
	

	5
	Other
	
	
	

	
	Total
	
	
	*


* Note: This amount should not exceed USD 50,000.

7. In-kind contributions - Resources provided locally / by the proposers
Please explain what local resources you count on to execute the project (e.g., laboratories, equipment, complementary funding, personnel, software, hardware, transport and installation of equipment, any other cost).
8. Timeline of activities
Please include a detailed table of activities and time span for completing each objective.
9.  Expected results and products
Please include a description of the data sets, reports, publications or other products you plan to obtain as project outputs and which data bases or journals you plan to submit your data to. 
10. Work team
Please include a brief list and description of team members, professional capacity, affiliations, and contact information (CVs may be included in an appendix).

11. Appendices
Appendices may include additional information including quotations from vendors, detailed cost estimates, CVs of key personnel, list of up to 5 relevant publications and Gantt-charts/milestones of the workplan.
