LOIMOAMAOLM RQI

M%MB60L IAOL ROBINL

SEPTEMBER
LIISIB3IMN

THE INTERNETIONAL DAY FOR THE PRESERVATION
OF THE OzoNE LAYER

16 SEPTEMBER — INTERNATIONAL DAY FOR THE PRESERVATION
ofF THE OzoNE LAYER:

HURRAY FOR ENVIRONMENTAL AWARENESS! WE ARE LOOKING FORWARD TO YET ANOTHER
INTERNATIONAL OzONE DAY AND HOPE THIS WILL HELP INCREASE EVERYONE'S AWARENESS OF
THE PLIGHT OF OUR EARTH AND DO THEIR PART TO HELP.

THE INTERNATIONAL OzONE DAY STARTED IN 1987, WHEN THE MONTREAL PROTOCOL ON
SussTAaNCES THAT DepLETE THE OzONE LAYER WAS CREATED. AT THAT TIME, THE WORLD
SPEWED OUT NEARLY TWO MILLION TONS OF OZONE-DEPLETING SUBSTANCES ANNUALLY. THESE
CHEMICALS WERE USED IN AGRICULTURE AND IN REFRIGERATION, IN PHARMACEUTICALS AS WELL
AS IN FURNITURE MANUFACTURE. THEIR PERVASIVENESS LED SOME TO BELIEVE THAT ELIMINATING
THEM WAS BOTH IMPRACTICAL AND UNATTAINABLE.

IN 2007, MEMBER COUNTRIES AGREED TO FAST-TRACK THE PHASING OUT OF THE PRODUCTION
AND CONSUMPTION OF HYDROCHLOROFLUOROCARBONS (HCFCs). AND THEIR USE IN THE
DEVELOPING WORLD HAS PLUMMETED BY OVER 80 PERCENT.

THESE DEVELOPMENTS GIVE US THE REASON TO CELEBRATE BUT NEVER STOP SUPPORTING
PRESERVATION OF OZONE LAYER. SCIENTISTS ARE WARNING THAT THE OZONE LAYER WILL
REMAIN PARTICULARLY VULNERABLE SOME TIME.

ON THIS INTERNATIONAL DAy, LET US REAFFIRM OUR COMMITMENT TO
PROTECTING THE OZONE LAYER.

PROTECTING THE OZONE LAYER IN GEORGIA:

IN 1996, AFTER JOINING THE VIENNA CONVENTION AND THE MONTREAL PRoTOCOL, GEORGIA
ASSUMED RESPONSIBILITY FOR GRADUALLY PHASING-OUT OZONE DEPLETING SUBSTANCES.
Since 1997, witH MORE THAN USD 1 miLLION RECEIVED FROM THE MuLTi-LATERAL FUND TO
THE MoNTREAL ProTocoL, UNDP HAS BEEN CLOSELY WORKING WITH THE MINISTRY OF
EnviRONMENT PROTECTION OF GEORGIA TO HELP THE COUNTRY FULFIL ITS INTERNATIONAL COM-
MITMENTS. By 2008, GEORGIA HAD REDUCED THE CONSUMPTION OF THE MOST HARMFUL
OZONE-DEPLETING SUBSTANCES, CHLOROFLUOROCARBONS OR CFCs, 10 zERO FROM 22.5
TONNES A YEAR IN 1996. UNDP ASSISTANCE ALSO INCLUDES:

B ESTABLISHMENT OF TWO CENTRES FOR RECYCLING HARMFUL REFRIGERANTS;

® EquipMeNT oF 20 REFRIGERATION AND AIR CONDITIONING SERVICE CENTRES;

B TRAINING OF 800 REFRIGERATION AND AIR CONDITIONING SERVICE PROFESSIONALS;

B TRAINING OF 200 CUSTOMS OFFICERS AND THE INTRODUCTION OF SPECIALISED SOFTWARE AT
THE CUSTOMS TO IDENTIFY THE OZONE-DEPLETING SUBSTANCES.

B SEVENTEEN COMPANIES AND ORGANIZATIONS WERE ASSISTED TO UPGRADE THEIR EQUIPMENT
AND TO MOVE TO HARMLESS REFRIGERANTS.

INn 2009, UNDP anD THE MiNISTRY OF ENVIRONMENT PROTECTION AND NATURAL RESOURCES
oF GEORGIA DEVELOPED A 10-YEAR MANAGEMENT PLAN FOR PHASING OUT THE OTHER HARMFUL
SuUBSTANCES, HyprocHLoroFLUOROCARBONS OR HCFCs. THE PLAN IS COVERING A PERIOD
or 2011-2020.

Ministry of Emdronment
Protection of Georgia
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