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Details of the illegal ODS trade Action taken 

2016 R-22   

During 2016 SEPRONA agents carried out a 

total of 265 inspections of undertakings using 

ODS. As a result 103 infringements, and 2 

crimes were detected 

 

2014-

2015 

R-422 y R-

22 
  

ODS gases road transport in unauthorized 

vehicles. Although the waste ODS gases were 

shipped in adequate recipients, courier 

companies were contracted and the real vehicles 

and plates were not the ones apointed in the 

original aplication for shipment authorization. 

"Fluorado" operation from SEPRONA 

Department of Malaga (Spain) . 

Surveilance of road transport, checking 

the gas recipients conditions and 

vehicles. authorization. Waste ODS 

gases were shipped in adequate 

recipients, courier companies were 

contracted and the real vehicles and 

plates were not the ones apointed in the 

original aplication for shipment 

authorization. The infringment cases 

were sent to the local authorities. 

2013-

2016 
R-22 37 Tn  Illegal Trade of R-22 

Xiada operation. The company 

investigated, using diferent scapeways, 

trade illegally with R22 Virgin, 

breaching the ODS licensing system. 

As a result of the capture of the 

undertaking that placed into the market 

R22, 17 people arrested and 37 Tn of 

R22 seized. 



2015 
R-407 y R-

22 
 Spain, France 

and Portugal 

Spanish Civil Guard participated in the 

ENIGMA operation in order to inspect and 

search for infringements in the transport, 

management and treatment of WEEE and 

possible CFCs pretended to be shipped outside 

the EU.  

Operation ENIGMA III in Spain 

outcome: 1059 inspections made, 997 

infringements detected, 5 

environmental crimes, 11 people 

charged, 24 people arrested, 348 

fridges seized 154 washing machines, 

7332 kg of metal and WEEE and 8 

tanks of R-22 and R-407.  

2015 R-22   

SEPRONA Comand in Burgos along with the 

Regional Industry Authorities, undertake an 

inspection in all the big establishments that 

already had equipment running with R-22 

15 inspections resulted in 17 

denounces for diferent infringements in 

the reglamentary manage of the 

refrigeration equipment 

2015 R-22  Spain and 

Morocco 

The fellony consisted in collecting WEEE from 

the legal waste stream but divert this equipment 

to the second hand market in Spain and Morocco 

instead of the due destiny of the waste treatment 

plants. The WEEE was dismantled and set with 

parts of other WEEE to be placed in the market 

Freezer Operation ( following the 

Fragmentado-Melo operation). The 

band was operating in diferent 

provinces Madrid, Toledo, Ciudad 

Real and Melilla. Regional, local and 

state envrironmental autohrities apart 

from diferent environmental police 

departments get coordinated to seize 

464 WEEE ( freezers mainly) and 24 

people arrested. 

2010-

2011 
 R-12 R-11 71 Tn  

Shredding of fridges and other household 

appliances without ODS recovery or elimination. 

After WEEE collection from the legal waste 

collection sites, fridges were sent to crapyards 

instead of waste treatment plants. Valueble 

pieces were extracted and the rest ended in 

Fragmento Operation. Surveillance and 

prosecution of the people investigated 

for the deviation of Fridges from the 

waste treatment plants. 360 inspections 

to transporters, crapyard owners, 

shredding facilities and waste plants. 

As a result 59 people arrested, 1300 



schredding facilities without any ODS 

decontamination. 

fridges seized,1000 compresors. 

Around 71 Tns of R22 , therefore 

500.000 Tns of CO2 equivalents from 

400.000 fridges managed irregularly, 

10 millions of euros in profit. Historic 

Condemn Sentences by The Supreme 

Court   

2013  R-12 R-11   

The fellony consisted in collecting WEEE from 

the legal waste stream but divert this equipment 

to the second hand market in Spain and Morocco 

instead of the due destiny of the waste treatment 

plants. The WEEE was dismantled and set with 

parts of other WEEE without any recuperation of 

the ODS gas, and the corresponding ODS 

emissions.  

Fragmentado-Melo Operation.The 

band was operating in diferent 

provinces Valencia, Alicante, Murcia y 

Málaga. Regional, local and state 

envrironmental autohrities apart from 

diferent environmental police 

departments (UAFIMA, UCOMA, Air 

Service, Rural Security Comand, 

Urban Police of Barcelona and Santa 

Coloma de Gramanet) get coordinated 

to seize 1739 fridges and 178 people 

arrested.  

 


