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Improving Insights into Trade and Illegal Flows of Controlled 
Substances

• An accurate picture of illegal trade, actors, and methods, is needed to 

ensure consistency and effectiveness in enforcement and prevention.

• Effective use of Customs systems for day-to-day cooperation, strong and 

regular information exchange among NOUs, Customs, market 

surveillance, other Parties, and networks of focal points from relevant 

authorities and agencies are needed to coordinate enforcement efforts.

• Development of Standard Operating Procedures (SOPs) can support a 

harmonized, end-to-end approach to case handling, seizure management, 

reporting, and sanctions.



Strengthening Capacity and Cooperation to Combat Illegal Trade

• Role of international organizations as convening platforms remains vital 
to provide technical assistance, foster cooperation, and promote the 
exchange of best practices.

• Effective legislation and regulatory frameworks are required to prevent 
and deter illegal trade.

• Equipping Customs officers with appropriate tools, technology, and 
technical training is critical to detect and address illegal trade effectively.

• Enhanced public awareness and stakeholder engagement are needed to 
strengthen collective action to prevent and combat illegal trade.



Specific Trade Issues in Combating Illegal Trade

• The growing role of e-commerce as an emerging channel for illegal trade 

requires increased attention to strengthen monitoring and enforcement 

through the use of available tools and guidance.

• Specific trade-related issues, such as Free Trade Zones (FTZs), 

transshipment, and re-export, require reinforced enforcement measures and 

effective use of existing resources, international guidance, specific 

legislation, and sensitization of Customs authorities.

• Addressing underlying economic and market drivers of illegal trade, 

including through market-based measures and targeted enforcement 

strategies, could support sustainable prevention of illegal trade.
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