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INI'RODt.CI'ION 

n.tring the first part of the third session of the Ad Hoc working Group, 
experts asked the secretariat to provide at the second part of the third 
session of the Working Group the texts of relevant provisions regarding 
signature, ratification, acceptance or approval and accession by regional 
economic integration organizations in international treaties and other 
agreements in the field of the envirorurent. 

1. Convention for the Prevention of Marine Pollution 
from Land-Based Sources (Paris, 4 .April 1974) 

Article 22 

'!he present Convention shall be open for signature at Paris, from 4th 
June 1974 to 30th June 1975, by the States invited to the Diplomatic 
Confereoce on the Convention for the Prevention of Marine Pollution from 
Laro-Based Sources, held at Paris, aoo by the Ellropean F.conomic Coomunity. 

Article 23 

'!he present Convention shall be subject to ratification, acceptance or 
approval. '!he instrU11Wants of ratification, acceptance or approval shall be 
deposited with the Governrrent of the French Republic. 

Article 24 

1. After 30th June 1975, the present Convention shall be open for accession 
by States referred to in Article 22 and by the European F.conomic Conmmity. 
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2. Convention for the Protection of the Mediterranean 
Sea Against Pollution (Barcelona, 16 February 1976)* 

Article 24 

Signature 

'Ibis convention, the Protocol for the Prevention of Pollution of the 
Mediterranean Sea by Imping from Ships and Aircraft and the Protocol 
concerning Co-operation in Combatio:J Pollution of the Mediterranean.Sea by Oil 
and.Other Harmful Sllbstances in cases of .Bnecgency shall be open f~ signature 
in Baroelona on 16 ~uary l97<ti ,arxi in Madrid from 17 February 1976 to 16 
:February 1977 by any State invited as a participant in the Conference of 
Plenipotentiaries of the Coastal States of the Mediterranean Region on the 
Protection of the Meditecranean .Sea, held in Barcelona from 2 to 16 February 
1976, and by any State entitled to sign .any protocol in accordance with the 
provisions of such protocol .. 'Ibey shall also be open until the same date for 
signature by the &irapean Ecoaomic Colmnunity and by any similar regional 
econanic grouping at leas-t ,one 1l'e1lber of which is a coastal State of the 
Mediterranean Sea Area and which exercise competences in fields covered by 
this Convention, as well as by any Protocol affecting them. 

Article 25 

Ratification, Acceptance or Approval 

'Ibis Convention and any protocol thereto shall be subject to 
ratification, acceptance, or approval. Instruments of ratification, 
acceptance or approval shall be deposited with the Governnent of Spain, which 
will assume the functions o.f Depositary. 

Article 26 

1. As from 17 February 1977., the present Conv.ention, the Protocol for the 
Prevention of Pollution of the Mediterranean Sea by D..mping from Ships and 
Aircraft, and the Protocol ooncerniTJ3 Co-operation in Combating Pollution of 
the Mediterranean Sea by Oil and other Harmful SUbstances in Cases of 
Emergency shall be open for accession by the States, by the ,:airopean .Economic 
COmnunity and by any grouping as referred to in article 24. 

2. After the entry into force -of the Convention and ·Of any protocol, any 
State not referred ·to in article 24 may accede to this convention and to any 
protocol, subject to prior approval by thr-ee-fourths of the Contractiag 
Parties to the protocol concerned. 

3. Instruments of accession shall be deposited with the Depositary. 
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3. Supplementary Agreement to the 1963 Agreeirent on the International 
Comnission for the Protection of the Rhine Against Pollution 

(Bonn, 3 Decent>er 1976; date of entry into force: l February 1979) 

Article 1 

'llle :&lropean Economic Convnunity shall become a Contracting Party to the 
Agreement concerning the International Comni.ssion for the Protection of the 
Rhine against Pollution and the Protocol of Signature attached thereto 
(hereinafter referred to as 'the Agreement'), signed in Berne on 29 April 
1963, from the date of the entry into force of this Additional Agreement. 

Article 2 

'llle following amendments shall be made to the Agreement: 

(a) 'lhe term 'Signatory Gover moon ts' shall be replaced by 'Contracting 
Parties' . 

• • • • ■ ••• • • • • • • • •• 

(c) 'Ihe following paragraph shall be inserted after Article 6(1) : 

'2. In those areas coming within its jurisdiction, the Ellropean 
Corrmunity shall have the number of votes corresponding to the 
number of its Member States which are Contracting Parties to this 
Agreement. 'Ihe F.uropean Economic Coimumity shall not vote in cases 
where its Member States vote and vice versa.' 

4. Convention on the Protection of the Rhine Against 
Olemical Pollution (Bonn, 3 Decerrber 1976)* 

Article 16 

For the purposes of applying this Convention, the F.uropean Economic 
Comnunity and its Marnber States shall act in their respective areas of 
coopetence. 

* Similar final clauses are contained in the four protocols to the 
O::mvention. 
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5. ())nvention on F\lture Kiltilateral CO-operation in the 
Northwest Atlantic Fisheries (ottawa, 24 October 1978)** 

Article XXII 

1. 'Ibis Convention shall be open for signature at ottawa until 31 December 
1978, by the parties represented at the Diplomatic Conference on the F\lture of 
M.lltilateral Cooperation in the Northwest Atlantic Fisheries, held at ottawa 
from 11 O::tober to 21 October 1977. It shall thereafter be open for accession. 

2. 'Ibis convention shall be subject to ratification, acceptance or approval 
by the Signatories and the instruments of ratification, acceptance or approval 
shall be deposited with the Government of canada, referred to in this 
Convention as 'the Depositary' . 

3. '!his Convention shall enter into force upon the first day of January 
following the deposit of instr~nts of ratification, aocepta?x:e or approval 
by not less than six Signatories at least one of which exercises fisheries 
jurisdiction in waters forming part of the ())nvention Area. 

4. Any party which has not signed this Convention may accede thereto by a 
notification in writing to the Depositary . .Accessions received by the 
Depositary prior to the date of entry into force of this convention shall 
become effective on the date this O>nvention enters into force. Accessions 
received by the Depositary after the date of entry into force of this 
Convention shall bee~ effective on the date of receipt by the Depositary. 

5. '!he Depositary shall inform all Signatories aoo all acceding Parties of 
all ratifications, acceptances or approvals deposited and accessions received. 

6. 'lhe Depositary shall convene the initial meeting of the Organization to 
be held not more than six months after the caning into force of the 
Convention, aQd shall cannunicate the provisional agenda to each Contracting 
Party not less than one mnth before the date of the meeting. 

* 'lhe Ebropean Ek:onanic Conmmity became a Party to the Convention on 
1 February 1979. 

** 'lhe Ebropean Ek:onomic Conmmity signed the Convention on 
24 O:::tober 1978 and became a ContractiIJJ Party on 1 January 1979. 
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6. Convention on the Conservation of Migratory Species 
of Wild Animals (Bonn, 23 June 1979) 

Article XV 

Signature 

'Ibis Convention shall be open for signature at Bonn for all States and 
any regional economic integration organization until the twenty-second day of 
June 1980. 

Article XVI 

Ratification, Acceptance, Approval 

This Convention shall be subject to ratification, acceptance or 
approval. Instruments of ratification, acceptance or approval shall be 
deposited with the Government of the Federal Republic of Germany, which shall 
be the Depositary. 

Article XVII 

Accession 

After the twenty-second day of June 1980 this Convention shall be open 
for accession by all non-signatory States and any regional economic_ • • 
integration organization. Instruments of accession shall be deposited with 
the Depositary. 

Article XVIII 

Fntry into force 

1. 'Ibis Convention shall enter into force on the first day of the third 
IOOnth following the date of deposit of the fifteenth instrument of 
ratification, acceptance, approval or accession with the Depositary. 

2. For each State or each regional economic integration organization which 
ratifies, accepts or approves this Convention or accedes thereto after the 
deposit of the fifteenth instrument of ratification, acceptance, approval or 
accession, this Convention shall enter into force on the first day of the 
third IOOnth following the deposit by sudl State or such organization of its 
instrument of ratification, acceptance, approval or accession. 
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7. O>nvention on the Conservation of &lropean Wildlife 
am Natural Habitats (Bern, 19 September 1979)* 

Olapter IX 

Final Provisions 

Article 19 

L : '!his Convention shall be open for signature· by the member States of the 
Courx;il of &lrope·and non-member Stat.es whim have participated in . its 
elaboration am.by the atropean ~onanic Conmunity. 

·Up until the date when the Qmvention enters into force, itshall be open 
for signature by arrJ other State so invited by the Conmittee of Ministers .. 

'lhe O>nvention is subject to ratification, aooeptance or approyal. 
Instruments of ratification, acc~e or approval shall be deposited with 
the Secretary General of the Council of Europe. 

2. • • 'lhe O:>nvention shall enter into force on the first day of the month 
following the expiry of a period of three months after .the date on whim five 
States, inc::ludil'Y:1 at least four member States of the Council of &.lrope, have 
expressed their consent to be bound by the Convention in accordance with the 
provisions of the preceding paragrapi. 

3. In respect of any signatory State or the &.Iropean Fconanic Cannuni ty 
which subsequently express their consent to be bouoo by it, the Convention 
shall enter into force on the first day of the month following the expiry of a 
period of three months after the date of the deposit of the instrument of 
ratification, aooeptance or approval. • 

* Similar final clauses are contained in other conventions concluded 
um.er the auspices of the Council of &trope. 
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a. Convention on Long-Range Transbouooary Air Pollution 
(Geneva, 13 November 1979) 

Signature 

Article 14 

1. 'll'le present Convention shall be open for signature at the United Nations 
Office at Geneva from 13 to 16 ~r 1979 on the occasion of the High-level 
~etin:.3 within the framework of the En,nomic Colllnission for Europe on the 
Protection of the Environment, by the meni:>er States of the Fconomic camlission 
for Europe as well as States having consultative status with the Fconanic 
Conrnission for atrope, pursuant to paragrai;:h 8 of Fl::onanic and Social Council 

·resolution 36 (IV) of 28 March 1947, am by regional econanic integration 
organizations, constituted by sovereign States members of the &:x>nomic 
Coomission for Europe, which have carq;ietence in respect of the negotiation, 
conclusion and application of international agreements in matters covered by 
the present Convention. 

2. In matters within their carpetence, such regional economic integration 
organizations shall, on their own behalf, exercise the rights and fulfil the 
responsibilities which the present Convention attributes to their member 
States. In such cases, the member States of these organizations shall not be 
entitled to exercise such rights individually.-

Ratification, Acceptance, Approval aoo Accession 

Article 15 

l. 'Ihe present Convention shall be subject to ratification, acceptance or 
approval. 

2. 'll'le present Convention shall be open for accession as from 17 November 
1979 by the States and organizations referred to in article 14, paragrai;:h 1. 

3. 'll'le instruments of ratification, acceptance, approval or accession shall 
be deposited with the Secretary-General of the Ulited Nations, who_ will 
perform the functions of the depositary. 
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9. Cbnvention for the Conservation of Salloon in the 
North Atlantic Ocean (Reykjavik, 2 March 1982) 

Article 17 

1. 'lbis Cbnvention shall be open for signature at Reykjavik fran 2 March to 
31 August 1982 by canada, Denmark in respect of the Faroe Islands, the 
:&lropean EbOnanic COllllunity, Iceland, Norway, Sweden and the Ulited States of 
.America. 

2. 'lhis convention shall be subject to ratification or approval. 

3. '!his Q>nvention shall be open for accession~ the parties referred to in 
paragrapi 1 am, subject to the approval of the Council, by any other State 
that exercises fisheries jurisdiction in the North Atlantic Ck:ean or is a 
State of origin for salloon stocks subject to this Convention. 

4. Instruments of ratification, approval or accession shall be deposited 
with the Depositary . 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . ... . 
Article 18 

ibis Cbnvention shall apply, insofar as the &lropean Economic Carmmity 
is concerned, to the territories in.which the Treaty establishing the :&lropean 
Economic Qmnunity is applied am urder the conditions laid down in that 
Treaty. • 
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10. united Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea 
(Montego Bay, 10 Decent)er 1982) 

Article 305 

Signature 

1. '!his O>nvention shall be open for signature by: 

(a) All States, 

(b) Namibia,. represented by the united Nations Council for Namibia, 

(c} · All self-governi~ associated States whim have chosen that status 
in an act of self-determination supervised and approved by the United Nations 
in accordarce with General Assembly resolution 1514 (XV) and -whidl have 
caipetence over the matters governed by this Convention, including ·the 
coopeterceto enter into treaties in respect of those matters, 

(d) • All self-govern~ associated States which, in accordance · with their 
respective instruments of association, have carpetence over the matters 
governed by this Convention, iooludi~ the coopetence to enter into treaties 
in respect of those matters, 

(e) All territories which enjoy full internal self-government, 
recognized as such by the tl'lited Nations, but have not attained full 
iooepemence in accordance with General Assembly resolution 1514 . (XV) and 
which have coopeteooe over the matters governed by this Convention, including 
the caipetence to enter into treaties in respect of those matters, 

(f) International organizations, in aocordaooe with Annex IX . . , 

2. 'Ibis Convention shall remain open for signature until 9 December 1984 at 
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Jamaica and also, £ran 1 July 1983 until 9 
December 1984, at United Nations Heacquarters in New York. 

Article 306 

Ratification and formal confirmation 

'lbis Convention is subject to ratification by States and the other 
entities referred to in article 305, paragrapi 1 {b), (c), (d) and (e), and to 
formal confirmation, in accordance with Annex IX, by the entities referred to 
in article 305, paragrapi 1 (f). '!he instruments of ratification and of 
formal confirmation shall be deposited with the Secretary-General of the 
lbited Nations. 

Article 307 

Accession 

'lbis Convention shall remain open for accession by States and the other 
entities referred to in article 305. Accession by the entities referred to in 
article 305, paragraph l(f), shall be in accordance with Annex IX. 'lhe 
instruments of accession shall be deposited with the Secretary-General of the 
Ulited Nations. 
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Article 308 

Fnt.J:y into force 

1. · 'lhis convention shall enter into force 12 months after the date of 
deposit of the sixtieth instrument of ratification or accession. 

2. For each State ratifyirJJ or acceding to this Convention after the deposit 
of the sixtieth instrument of ratification or accession, the Qmvention shall 
enter into force on the thirtieth day followiDJ the deposit of its instrument 
of ratification or accession, subject to paragrapi l. 

3. 'lhe Assembly of the Authority shall meet on the date of entry into force 
of this O>nvention and shall elect the Council of the Authority. 'lhe first 
Cour¥:il shall be constituted in a manner consistent with the purpose of 
article 161 if the provisions of that article cannot be strictly applied. 

4. 'lhe rules, regulations am procedures drafted by the Preparatory 
cmmission shall apply provisionally pending their formal adoption by the 
Authority in accordance with Part XI. 

5. 'lhe Authority and its organs shall act in accordance with resolution II 
of the 'lhird Ulited Nations Conference on the Iaw of the Sea relatin;J to 
preparatory invesbnent ard with decisions of the Preparatory Oomnission taken 
pursuant to that resolution. 

Article 309 

Reservations and exceptions 

No reservations or exceptions may be made to this Convention unless 
expressly permitted by other articles of this Convention. 

Article 310 

Declarations and Statenents 

Article 309 does not preclude a State, when signing, ratifyil'JJ or 
aocedil'JJ to this Convention, franmakin3declarations oi: statements, however 
!X}rased or named, with a view, inter alia, to the harroonization of its laws 
and regulations with .the provisions of this Convention, provided that such 
declarations or statements do not purport to exclude or to nooify the legal · 
effect of the provisions of this Convention in their application to that State. 

Article 311 

Relation to other conventions and international agreements 

1. 'lhis Convention shall prevail, as between States Parties, over the Geneva 
conventions on the Law of the Sea of 29 April 1958. 

2. 'Ibis convention shall not alter the rights am obligations of States 
Parties which arise from other agreements carpatible with this Convention and 
whidl do not affect the enjoyment by other States Parties of their rights or 
the performan::e of their Qbligations urder this Convention. 
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3. 'l\.lo or more States Parties may conclude agreements modifying or 
suspending the operation of provisions of this Convention, applicable solely 
to the relations between them, provided that such agreements do not relate to 
a provision derogation £ran which is incarpatible with the effective execution 
of the object and purpose of this Convention, am provided further that such 
agreements shall not affect the application of the baste principles entxx:Ued 
herein, and that the provisions of such agreements do not affect the enjoyment 
by other States Parties of their rights or the perfornance of their • 
obligations under this Conventioo. 

4. States Parties intending to cooolude an agreement referred to in 
paragrai;h 3 shall notify the other States Parties through the depositary of 
this Convention of their intention to cooolude the agreement and of the . 
modification or suspension for which it provides. 

5. 'Dlis article does not affect international agreements expressly permitted 
or preserved by other articles of this O:>nvention. 

6. States Parties agree that there shall be no amendments to the basic . 
priooiple relating to the canmn heritage of mankind set forth in article 136 
and that they shall not be party to any agreement in derogation thereof. 

Article 312 

Amendment 

1. After the expiry of a period of 10 years fran the date of entry into 
force of this Convention, a State Party may, by written camunication 
addressed to the Secretary-General of the United Nations, propose specific 
amendments to this O>nvention, other than those relating to activities in the 
Area, and request the convening .of a confereooe to consider such proposed 
amendments. 'lhe Secretary-General shall circulate such corcmunication to all 
States Parties. If, within 12 months from the date of the circulation of the 
camunication, not less than one half of the States Parties reply favourably 
to the request, the Secretary-General shall coovene the confereooe. 

2. 'Ihe decision-making procedure applicable at the amendment confereooe 
shall be the same as that applicable at the 'lhird United Nations Confereooe on 
the Law of the Sea unless otherwise decided by the <l>nference. 'lhe Conference 
should make every effort to reach agreement on any amendments by way of 
consensus and there should be no votil'JJ on them until all efforts at consensus 
have been exhausted. 

Article 315 

Signature, ratification of, accession to 
and authentic texts of amendments 

1. Orx:e adopted, amendnents to this Convention shall be open for signature 
by States Parties for 12 months from the date of adoption, at United Nations 
l:iea<X}Uarters in tew York, unless otherwise provided in the amerdlent itself. 

2. Articles 306, 307 and 320 apply to all amendments to this Convention. 

/ ... 
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1. Amerxmients to this Convention, other than those referred to in paragraph 
5, shall enter into force for the Stat.es Parties ratifying or acceding to them 
on the thirtieth day following the deposit of instruments of ratification or 
accession by two thirds of the Stat.es Parties or by 60 States Parties, 
whichever is greater. Such amendments shall not affect the enjoyment by other 
States Parties of their rights or the performance of their obligations under 
this Convention. 

2. An amendment may provide that a larger number of ratifications or 
accessions shall be required for its entey into force than are required by 
this article. 

3. For each State Party ratifying or acceding to an amendment referred to in 
paragrapi l after the deposit of the required nuni:>er of instruments of 
ratification or accession, the amendment shall enter into force on the 
thirtieth day following the deposit of its instrwnent of ratification or 
accession. 

4. A State which becanes a Party to this Convention after the entry into 
force of an amendment in accordarx:e with paragraiil 1 shall, failing an 
expression of a different intention by that State: 

(a) be considered as a Party to this Convention as so amended; and 

(b) be considered as a Party to the unamended Convention in relation to 
any State Party not bound by the amendment. 

s. Any amendment relatir¥J exclusively to activities in the Area and any 
amendment to Annex VI shall, enter into force for all States Parties one year 
followir¥J the deposit of instruments of ratification or accession by three 
fourths of the States Parties. 

6. A State which becanes a Party to this Convention after the entry into 
force of amendments in accordance with paragrai:n 5 shall be considered as a 
Party to this Convention as so amended. 

Article 317 

Denunciation 

l. A State Party may, by written notification addressed to the 
Secretary-General of the United Nations, denounce this Convention and may 
indicate its reasons. Failure to indicate reasons shall not affect the 
validity of the denunciation. 'llle denunciation shall take effect one year 
after the date of receipt of the notification, unless the notification 
specifies a later date. 

2. A State shall not be discharged by reason of the denunciation from the 
financial and contractual obligations which accrued while it was a Party to 
this Convention, nor shall the denunciation affect any right, obligation or 
legal situation of that State created through the execution of this Convention 
prior to its termination for that State. 

I .. . 
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J. '!be denunciation shall not in any way affect the duty of aJf'J State Party 
to fulfil and obligation embodied in this Convention to which it would be 
subject uooer international law imependently of this Convention . 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
ANNEX IX. PARl'ICIPATION BY INI'ERNATIONAL 01:GANIZATIOOS 

Article 1 

Use of terms 

For the purposes of article 305 am of this Annex, "international 
organization" means an intergovernmental organization constituted by States to 
which its member States have transferred caupeterce over matters governed by 
this Convention, including the conpetence to enter into treaties in respect of 
those matters. 

Article 2 

Signature 

An international organization may sign this Convention if a majority of 
its member States are signatories of this Convention. At the time of 
signature an international organization shall make a declaration specifying 
the matters governed by this Convention in respect of which conpetence has 
been transferred to that organization by its member States which are 
signatories, and the nature and extent of that coopetence. 

Article 3 

Formal confirmation and accession 

1. An international organization may deposit its instrument of formal 
confirmation or of accession if a majority of its member States deposit or 
have deposited their instruments of ratification or accession. 

2. '!be instruments deposited by the international organization shall contain 
the umertakings aoo declarations required by articles 4 and 5 of this Annex. 

Article 4 

Extent of participation and rights and obligations 

1. '!be instrument of formal confirmation or of accession of an international 
organization shall contain an urxiertaking to accept the rights and obligations 
of States umer this Convention in respect of matters relating to which 
competence has been transferred to it by its member States which are Parties 
to this Convention. 

2. An international organization shall be a Party to this Convention to the 
extent that it has conpetence in accordance with the declarations, 
coomunications of information or notifications referred to in article 5 of 
this Annex. 
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UNEP/\«i.94/5/.Add.l 
Page 15 

3. sum an international organization shall exercise the rights and perform 
the obligations whidl its member States which are Parties would otherwise have 
under this Convention, on matters relating to whicil conpetence has been 
transferred to it by those member States. 'Ihe member States of that 
international organization snall not exercise carpetence which they have 
transferred to it. 

4. Participation of such an international organization shall in no case 
entail an increase of the representation to whicil its member States which are 
States Parties would otherwise be entitled, including rights in 
decision-making. 

5. Participation of such an international organization shall in no case 
confer any rights under _this Convention on member States of the organization 
which are not States Parties to this Convention. 

6. In the event of a conflict between the obligations of an international 
organization under this Convention am its obligations under the agreement 
establishing the organization or any acts relatin:J to it, the obligations 
under this Convention shall prevail. 

Article 5 

Declarations, notifications and camiunications 

L 'lhe instrument of formal confirmation or of accession of an .international 
organization shall contain a declaration specifyin:J the matters governed by 
this Convention in respect of which carpetence has been transferred to the 
organization by its meni>er States which are Parties to this Convention. 

2. A meniler State of an international organization shall, at the time it 
ratifies or accedes to this Convention or at the time when the organization 
deposits its instrument of formal caifirmation or of accession, whichever is 
later, make a declaration specifying the matters governed by this Convention 
in refi)ect of which it has transferred carpetence to the organization. 

3. States Parties which are ment>er States of an international organization 
which is a Party to this Convention shall be presumed to have carpetence over 
all matters governed by this Cbnvention in respect of which transfers of 
carpeterce to the organization have not been specifically declared, notified 
or COllllllnicated by those States under this article. 

4. '!he international organization and its member States which are States 
Parties shall pranptly notify the depositary of this Convention of any changes 
to the distribution of carpetence, including new transfers of coopetence, 
specified in the declarations under paragrafbs 1 and 2. 

5.. MY State Party may request an international organization am its merrber 
States which are States Parties to provide infonnation as to which, as between 
the organization and its member States, has caipetence in respect of any 
specific question whidl has arisen. '!he organization and the ment>er States 
corx:erned shall provide this information within a reasonable time. '!he 
international organization and the member States may also, on their own 
initiative, provide this information. 
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6. Declarations, notifications and camnunications of information under this 
article shall specify the nature and extent of the caipetence transferred. 

Article 6 

Responsibility and liability 

1. Parties which have carpetence umer article 5 of this Annex shall have 
responsibility for failure to canply with obligationS or for any other 
violation of this Convention. 

2. Any State Party may request an international organization or its member 
States which are States Parties for information as to who has responsibility 
in respect of any specific matter. '!he organization and the member States 
corx:erned shall provide this information. Failure to provide this information 
within a reasonable time or the provision of contradictory information shall 
result in joint and several liability~ 

Article 7 

Settlement of disputes 

1. At the time of deposit of its instrument of formal confirmation or of 
accession, or at any tine thereafter, an international organization shall be 
free to choose, by means of a written declaration, one or roore of the means 
for the settlement of disputes concerning the interpretation or application of 
this Convention, referred to in article 287, paragraph l(a), (c) or (d). 

2. Part 'YN applies mtatis mutarxiis to any dispute between Parties to this 
Convention, one or more of which are international organizations. 

3. When an international organization and one or roore of its member States 
are joint parties to a dispute, or parties in the same interest, the 
organization shall be deemed to have accepted the same procedures for the 
settlement of disputes as the member States, when, however, a member State has 
chosen only the International Court of Justice under article 287, the 
organization am the member State concerned shall be deemed to have accepted 
arbitration in accordance with .Annex VII, unless the parties to the dispute 
otherwise agree. 

Article 8 

Ppplicability of Part XVII 

Part XVII applies mutatis mutarxiis to an international organization, 
except in respect of the following: 

(a) 'lhe instrument of formal confirmation or of accession of an international 
organization shall not be taken into account in the application of article 
308, paragraph 11 

(b) (i) An international organization shall have exclusive capacity with 
respect to the application of articles 312 to 315, to the extent that it has 
caipetence umer article 5 of this Annex over the entire subject matter of the 
amendment, 

/I• ■ 
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(ii) 'Ihe instrument of formal confirmation or of accession of an 
international organization to an amemment, the entire subject-matter over 
which the international organization has conpetence umer article 5 of this 
Annex, shall be considered to be the instrlDDent of ratification or accession 
of each of the member states which are States Parties, for the purposes of 
appl.yinJ article 316, paragraphs 1, 2 arrl 31 

(iii) 'Ihe instrument of formal confirmation or of accession of the 
international organization shall not be taken into account in the applicatio~ ­
of article 316, paragrapis 1 and 2, with regard to all other ameooments, 

(c) (i} An international organization may not denounce this convention in 
accordarce with artic.le 317 if any of its member States is a State Party and 
if it continues to fulfil the qualifications specified in article 1 of this 
Annex, 

(ii) An international organization shall denounce this convention when 
none of its ment>er States is a State Party or if the international 
organization no lo03er fulfils the qualifications specified in article 1 of 
this Annex. such denunciation shall take effect imnediately. 

I . .. 
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II. Convention on Fishing and Conservation of the 
Liviry Resources in the Baltic Sea am the Belts 

(Gdansk, 13 September 1973) 

Article XVI I 

1. '!his Convention shall be subject to ratification or approval by the 
Signatory States. Instruments of ratification or instruments of approval 
shall be deposited with the Government of the Polish People's Republic which 
shall perform the functions of the Depositary Government. 

2. '!his Convention shall be open for accession to any State interested in 
the preservation and rational exploitation of living resources in the Baltic 
Sea and the Belts, provided that this State is invited by the Contracting 
States. Instruments of accession shall be deposited with the Depositary 
Government. 

Amendment adopted at Warsaw in November 1982 
(date of entry into force: 10 February 1984) 

Article XVII is reworded as follows: 

''l. 'Ibis Convention shall be subject to ratification or approval by the 
Signatory States. Instruments of ratification or instruments of approval 
shall be deposited with the Goverrurent of the Polish People's Republic 
which shall perform the functions of the Depositary Government. 

2. '!his Convention shall be open for accession to any State interested 
in the preservation and rational exploitation of living resources in the 
Baltic Sea and the Belts or to any intergovernmental economic integration 
organization to which the canpetence in the matters regulated by this 
O:mvention has been transferred by its Member States, provicled that this 
state or organization is invited by the Contracting States. 

3. Any reference to "O>ntracting State" in this Convention shall apply 
mutatis M.ltamis to the organizations mentioned under the previous 
paragraib and which have become Parties to this Convention. 

4. In case of conflict between the obligations of an organization 
mentioned in paragraph 2 under this convention and its obligations 
arising uooer the terms of the agreement establishing such an 
organization or any acts relating to it, the obligations under this 
Convention shall prevail". 

/ ... 
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'Ihe following ~mix to art. XVII of the Convention is added: 

(a) At the request of the Kingdan of Denmark and the Federal Republic of 
Germany, the &.lropean Et,onomic camunity (EEX:) is invited by all Contracting 
States to accede to the Convention in the place of the Kingdom of Denmark and 
the Federal Rep.iblic of Gennany; by way of derogation to art. XIX of the 
Convention, the membership of those two contracting States in the Convention 
shall cease at the nanent when the Convention enters into force for the EEC. 

(b) From the ti.me of its accession, the BOC shall take over all rights 
and obligations of a O>ntracting State as stip.1lated by the Convention 
includirr:'J, inter alia, the right of one vote and the obligation to contribute 
one of the equal shares to the total aroount of the Budget, and shall ensure 
the strict application of all obligations deriving from this Convention. 

(c) Participation of the EOC in this convention shall not be deemed to 
affect rights, claims or views of Contracting States in regard to the 
delimitation of the Fishery Zones aoo to the extent of jurisdication over 
fisheries, according to international law. 

(d) '!he withdrawal of the Kingdom of Denmark and the Federal Republic of 
Germany will not affect the established official languages of the Commission. 

(e) Instruments of accession of the EEC to the Convention shall be 
deposited with the Depositary Government. 

/ ... 
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12. Convention for the Protection am Developrent of the Marine 
Ehvirornent of the Wider caribbean Region 

(cartagena, 24 March 1983) 

Article 25 

Signature 

'Ibis Convention aoo the Protocol concerning Co-operation in Combating Oil 
Spills in•the Wider caribbean l\:!gion shall be open for signature at cartagena 
de Indias on 24 March 1983 and at Bogota from 25 March 1983 to 23 March · 1984 
by States invited to participate in the Confereooe of Plenipotentiaries on the 
Protection and Developnent of the Marine Environment of the Wider caribbean 
legion, held at cartagena de Indias fran 21 to 24 March 1983. 'Ibey shall also 
be open for signature between the same dates by any regional econanic 
integration organization exercising conpetence in fields covered by the 
Convention and that Protocol arxl having at least one member State which 
belongs to the wider caribbean region, provided that euch regional 
organizations has been invited to participate in the Conference of 
Plenipotentiaries. 

Article .26 

Ratification, Accepta~ and Approval 

1. '!his Convention arxl its protocols shall be subject to ratification, 
aoceptaooe or approval by States. Instrl.lllents of ratification, acceptance or 
approval shall be deposited with the Government of the .Republic of Colanbia, 
which will assume the fuootions of Depositary. 

2. '!his Convention aoo its protocols shall also be subject to ratification, 
acceptan=:e or approval by the organizations referred to in article 25 having 
at least one rnerooer State a party to the Convention. In their instruments of 
ratification, acceptaooe or approval, sum organizations shall declare the 
extent of their canpeteooe with respect to the matters governed by the 
Olnvention and the relevant protocol. Subsequently these organizations shall 
inform the Depositary of any substantial lt'lXlification in the extent of their 
carpeten=:e. 

Article 27 

Accession 

1. '!his Convention and its protocols shall be open for accession by the 
states and organizations referred to in article 25 as fran the day following 
the date on which the Convention or the protocol coooerned is closed for 
signature. 

2. After entry into force of this Convention aoo of any protocol, any State 
or regional econanic integration organization not referred to in article 25 
may accede to the Convention and to any protocol subject to prior awroval by 
three fourths of the Cbntracting Parties to the O:>nvention or the protocol 

/ ... 
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concerned, provided that any such regional econanic integration organization 
exercises coopeteoce in fields covered by the Convention aoo the relevant 
protocol and has at least one ment>er State, belongir¥J to the wider Caribbean 
region, that is a party to the Convention aoo the relevant protocol. 

3. In their instruments of accession, the organizations referred to in 
paragrapis 1 and 2 shall declare the extent of their coopeterx:e with respect 
to the matters governed by the Convention and the relevant protocol. 'lhese 
organizations shall also infoi;m the Depositary of any substantial. JOOdification 
in the extent of their ccmpetence. • 

4. Instruments of aocession shall be deposited with the Depositary. 

/ ... 
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13. Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of 
Wild Fauna and Flora (WashiN]ton, 3 March 1973) 

Article XIX 

Signature 

'lhe present Convention shall be open for signature at Washington until 
30th April 1973 and thereafter at Berne until 31st December 1974. 

Article xx 
Ratification, .Acceptance, Ppproval 

'lhe present Convention shall be subject to ratification, acceptance or 
approval. Instruments of ratification, acceptance or approval shall be 
deposited with the Government of the Swiss Confederation which shall be the 
Depositary Government. 

Article XXI 

.Accession 

'!he present ~nvention shall be open indefinitely for accession. 
Instruments of accession shall be deposited with the Depositary Government. 

Article XXII 

Entry into force 

1. 'lhe present Convention shall enter into force 90 days after the date of 
deposit of the tenth instrwnent of ratification, acceptance, approval or 
accession, with the Depositary Government. 

2. For each State which ratifies, accepts or approves the present Convention 
or accedes thereto after the deposit of the tenth instrument of ratification, 
acceptance, approval or accession, the present Convention shall enter into 
force 90 days after the deposit by such State of its instrument of 
ratification, acceptance, approval or accession. 

I . . . 
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By the requisite two-thirds majority of Parties present and voting, the 
meeting adopted an amendment to article XXI of the convention, which adds, 
after the words "~positary Goverrunent.", the following 5 paragra?ls: 

"l. 1:bis Convention shall be open for accession by regional econanic 
integration organizations constituted by sovereign States which have 
COJll)eterx:e in respect of the negotiation, conclusion and .inplementation of 
international agreements in matters transferred to them by their Member States 
and covered by this Convention. 

"2. In their instruments of accession, such organizations shall declare the 
extent of their competence with respect to the matters governed by the 
convention. 'lhese organizations shall also inform the Depositary Government 
of any substantial IOOdification in the extent of their conpetence. 
Notifications by regional econanic integration organizations concerning their 
COllt)etence with respect to matters governed by this Convention and 
modifications thereto shall be distributed to the Parties by the Depositary 
G:>verrunent. 

''3. In matters within their coopetence, such regional economic integration 
organizations shall exercise the rights and fulfill the obligations which this 
convention attributes to their Member States, which are Parties to the 
Convention. In such cases the MenDer States of the organizations shall not be 
entitled to exercise such rights irxlividually. 

"4. In the fields of their conpetence, regional economic integration 
organizations shall exercise their right to vote with a number of votes equal 
to the nuni)er of their Member States which are Parties to the Convention. 
Such organizations shall not exercise their right to vote if their Member 
States exercise theirs, and vice versa. 

"S. '/my reference to "Party" in the sense used in Article 1 (b) of this 
Convention to 11State"/"States11 or to "State Party"/11States Parties" to the 
convention shall be construed as ircluding a reference to any regional 
economic integration organization having conpetence in respect of the 
negotiation, conclusion am application of international agreements in matters 
covered by this convention." 




