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low-GWP Refrigerants for Air-Conditioning Sectors 
in High-Ambient Temperature Countries (PRAHA) 
project, among other roles. He received his M.Sc. and 
Ph.D. degrees from King’s College, University of Lon -
don, in mechanical engineering, specializing in refrig -
eration and air conditioning.

ANDREA VOIGT
European Partnership 
for Energy and the 
Environment 

Andrea Voigt was appointed Director General of the 
European Partnership for Energy and the Environment 
(EPEE), the voice of the refrigeration, air-conditioning 
and heat pump industry in Europe, in 2009. She guides 
EPEE member companies towards strong common 
positions and represents EPEE towards decision 
makers at the European Institutions, member states’ 
governments and business leaders in the industry. A 
German national, she is fluent in English and French, 
holding degrees in public administration (M.P.A), ap-
plied linguistic science (M.A.) and marketing (Oxford 
College of Marketing).

ARNO KASCHL
European 
Commission

-
an Commission. Since 2011 he has been working for 
the European Commission’s DG Climate Action on the 
EU’s fluorinated gas policies. His current responsibil -
ities include the implementation of the EU Fgas Reg-
ulation as well as negotiating on behalf of the Euro-
pean Union at the meetings of the Montreal Protocol. 
He studied biology and holds a PhD from Hohenheim 
University, Germany, for research on the behaviour of 

heavy metals in soils.

ABHIJIT 
A. ACHAREKAR
Godrej 
Appliances Ltd

Abhijit A. Acharekar is the General Manager (Research 
and Development) at Godrej Appliances Ltd. He han -
dles several functions including product design, en -

and air conditioners, international projects on Montre -
al Protocol implementation, climate change and glob-
al warming. He holds a B.E. (Industrial Engineering) 
degree from the University of Poona, and also studied 
business management at L.N.Welingkar Institute of 
Management, Mumbai, and S.P.Jain Institute of Man-
agement, Mumbai.

ALAA A OLAMA
Independent 
Consultant

Conditioning and Heat Pumps Technical Options 
Committee (RTOC) of the Technology and Econom-
ic Assessment Panel (TEAP). He is also a member of 
the international reviewer’s panel of the Promoting 
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AROON 
EAMSUREYA
The Federation of Thai 
Industries

Aroon Eamsureya is the Chairman of the Air Condi-
tioning and Refrigeration Industry Club, The Federa -
tion of Thai Industries. He is also on the Board of Di -
rectors of the Electrical and Electronics Institute; and 
a member of the Technical Committee, Thai Industrial 
Standards Institute. He holds a Master of Engineering 
Administration degree from George Washington Uni-
versity, USA, and a Bachelor of Engineering in Industri -
al Engineering degree from Chulalongkorn University, 
Bangkok, Thailand.

ASBJØRN 
VONSILD
Independent 
Consultant

Asbjørn Vonsild is an independent consultant, doing 
consulting on refrigerants and related safety stan -
dards and legislation. He is also a member of RTOC, 
lead author on the chapter for refrigerant properties, 
and a co-author of task force reports for TEAP. In the 
past Asbjørn was at Danfoss for 11 years, where his 
roles included being responsible for the refrigerant 
strategy for the Danfoss Automatic Controls.

BRIAN 
RODGERS
Underwriters
Laboratories

Brian Rodgers is a Principal Engineer for heating, ven -
tilating and large-scale cooling at Underwriters Lab -

oratories (UL). Rodgers holds a bachelor’s degree in 
engineering technology from Eastern Michigan Uni -
versity. He has 27 years of experience in standards, 
including 17 years in manufacturing HVAC equipment 
(Tecumseh Products Company). Rodgers has leader-
ship roles with multiple standards developing organi -
zations including as a voting member of ASHRAE 15, 
15.2, 30, 37, 116, and 184, Low GWP MTG, and a cor-
responding member of ASHRAE TC 2.9 and TC 8.11

CARSTEN HOCH
TÜV SÜD 
Industries Service GmbH

Since 2007, Carsten Hoch has served as Head of Re-
frigeration department of TÜV SÜD Industrie Service 
GmbH, Test Inspector, and Expert for safety assess-
ment of Refrigeration and Air-Conditioning products. 
Prior to that, he was a design and application engineer, 
responsible for design, construction, implementation 
and documentation of industrial refrigerating systems, 

for special applications and research and development 
projects. He holds a degree in Mechanical Engineering 
from Dresden Technical University (Germany).

CHANDRA 
BHUSHAN
Centre for Science and 
Environment

Chandra Bhushan is the Deputy Director General of 
the Centre for Science and Environment (CSE), India’s 
leading environmental think tank. He leads CSE’s re -
search programmes in Industry and Environment, 
Climate Change, Renewable Energy, and Food Safety 
and Toxins. He sits on various national committees in 
India relating to energy access, renewable energy, and 
industrial growth. He has authored several books on 
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GABRIELA EHRLICH
International 
Electrotechnical 
Commission

With an international background in communication, 
Gabriela Ehrlich serves as Global Head of Commu-
nications for the International Electrotechnical Com-
mission (IEC). An important part of her function is to 
explain to non-technical audiences how IEC technical 

-
vides an essential foundation for addressing global 
challenges. Those include for example environmen-
tal issues, climate change, universal energy access, 
smarter, more sustainable cities or safe electrical and 
electronic hardware and infrastructure.

HELEN WALTER-
TERRINONI 
Chemours 
Sustainable 
Development

Helen Walter-Terrinoni earned a Master’s degree in 
chemical engineering with a concentration in environ -
mental engineering from Syracuse University. She has 
worked on a number of environmental and sustain -
ability issues (air and water) during her 22-year career 
in various roles. She spent seven years managing the 
foaming agent, low-GWP, development program and 
now has responsibility to support sustainable devel -
opment for all uses covered by the Montreal Protocol. 
She has been evaluating and developing Life Cycle 
Analyses for insulation and refrigeration for the past 

ODP modeling. Helen is a member of the Montreal 
Protocol Foams Technical Options Committee.   

industry, environmental governance, energy and cli -
mate change. 

CINDY NEWBERG
U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency

Cindy Newberg is the Acting 
Division Director for the U.S. 
Environmental Protection 
Agency’s Stratospheric Pro -

tection Division which is responsible for implementing 
the Montreal Protocol and the U.S. Clean Air Act pro-
visions for protecting the ozone layer. She has also 
served on U.S. delegations to the Montreal Protocol 
for over a decade. Ms. Newberg has a bachelor’s de -
gree from the George Washington University and a 
master’s degree from the University of Maryland.  

DOU YANWEI
China Household 
Electrical Appliances 
Association 

Mr. Dou Yanwei is Chief of department of comprehen-
sive affaires at China Household Electrical Appliances 
Association (CHEAA). His works are related to environ-

appliances industry. He was in charge of establishing 
HPMPs for the room air conditioner industry in Chi -
na and undertaking related activities for phasing out 
HCFCs in the room air conditioner sector in China. He 
is a member of the Working Group 16 in Sub- Com -
mittee 61D for IEC 60335-2-40. He graduated in Envi -
ronmental Chemistry in 2006 from Peking University.
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HOLGER KÖNIG
ref-tech 
engineering

Holger König is a director and founder of ref-tech 
engineering. He works with a team of partners and 
experts in various areas of refrigeration technology, 
currently on risk assessment projects and safety stan -
dard development for the use of flammable refriger-
ants. In 2014, he initiated the development of a new 
safety standard for intermodal reefer containers using 
flammable refrigerants. He is the project leader of the 
international working group responsible for the devel -
opment of the new standard ISO CD 20854. 

JAMES WOLF
Ingersoll Rand

James Wolf is President of 
Global Policy Associates, a 
consulting group providing 
technology consulting and 

policy development advocacy at the national and in -
ternational levels with an emphasis on ozone protec -

green building design. He is a consultant to Ingersoll 
Rand and Chairman of the ASHRAE MTG Lower GWP 
refrigerant alternatives committee - a group managing 
US$1.3 million in research on flammable refrigerants. 
He has 50 years of experience in the building technol -
ogy industry and has held positions with The Trane 
Company and American-Standard in marketing, gov -
ernment affairs, and environmental policy. He earned 
a BS degree in Electrical Engineering at the University 
of Arizona and an MBA from American University in 
Washington, DC.

JAY KOHLER
Johnson Controls

Jay Kohler, PE is the Director of Technology and Inno-
-

son Controls. He has worked for Johnson Controls for 
40 years in a variety of roles, many related to HVAC 
product research and design. He presently manages a 
group of engineers in the US, France and China, with 
responsibility for advanced technology development. 

responsibility for ISO Standard 5149.
 

JITENDRA 
BHAMBURE
Blue Star

Jitendra Bhambure is Executive Vice President for 
Research, Development and Technology at Blue Star. 
He graduated in Engineering in 1979 from Bombay 
University and earned a diploma in Management Stud -
ies from Mumbai University in 1983. He joined Rallis 
India Ltd in 1979 as a trainee engineer and worked for 
13 years. He was head of Research and Development 
(R&D) before he left Rallis India. He joined Blue Star in 
1992 and worked in various operations before taking 
charge of R&D in 2000. He has been trained in the US, 
London Business School, IIM-A’bad and in Tel Aviv 
University. He is presently Chairperson of the ISHRAE 
Technical Committee and a member of the Interna-
tional Expert Panel to study the performance of new 
Refrigerants under high ambient conditions.
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KARIM 
AMRANE
Air-Conditioning, 
Heating, and 
Refrigeration 
Institute 

Dr. Karim Amrane is Senior Vice President of Regu-
latory and Research at the Air-Conditioning, Heating, 
and Refrigeration Institute (AHRI). He manages the 
industry’s cooperative research program and is re -
sponsible for the development and implementation 
of AHRI’s regulatory policy. He has over 25 years of 
experience in the air conditioning and refrigeration 
industry and is a member of the American Society of 
Heating, Refrigerating, and Air-Conditioning Engineers, 
the International Institute of Refrigeration, and the 
American Society of Mechanical Engineers.

KARSTEN 
BEERMANN
IKKE gGmbH

Karsten Beermann has served as Director and Gen -
eral Manager of IKKE gGmbH (Technology Center for 
Refrigeration, AC and HP) since 2003. He is a Chief 
Expert for World Skills International (skill 38 - refrig -

(revise of EN 13313 - competence of personnel). He 
previously served as Technical Director of BTB Kälte -
technik in Hannover (industry) and Director of Nord -
deutsche Kältefachschule (technical school for refrig-
eration trade), among other roles. 

KEVIN FAY
Alliance for Responsible 
Atmospheric Policy

Kevin Fay is recognized as a successful business-
man, community leader, and as one of the foremost 
global environmental policy advocates over the last 
three decades. As Executive Director of the Alliance for 
Responsible Atmospheric Policy, he provides critical 
industry leadership and perspective on the negotiation 
and implementation of the Montreal Protocol on Sub-
stances that Deplete the Ozone Layer and the United 
States Clean Air Act. The Alliance was the leading 
industry voice in support of the successful negotiation 
in October 2016 of the Kigali Amendment to address 
HFCs under the Protocol.  Fay also serves as the Vice 

in Arlington, Virginia, a public and government affairs 

KOLIN LOW
International 
Organization for 
Standardization 

Kolin Low is the Regional Manager at the International 
Organization for Standardization (ISO), based out of 
Singapore. His work with ISO’s regional engagement 

and engagement with ISO members in the region and 
strengthening relationships with regional partners, so 
as to promote greater use of ISO international stan-
dards in the region.
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MARTIN 
DIERYCKX
Environment 
Research Center, Daikin 
Europe N.V.

Martin Dieryckx is general manager of the Environ -
ment Research Center at Daikin Europe N.V., oversee-
ing the regions Europe, Middle East, Africa and Russia. 
Dieryckx joined Daikin’s European headquarters in 
1982 after obtaining a Master of Electronics Technol-
ogy and a Master of Science. He is a member of RTOC 
and an active member in several standardization com -
mittees and workgroups for European, IEC and ISO 
standards.

MATTHIAS MEIER
International 
Electrotechnical 
Commission

Matthias Meier is the Chair of Subcommittee 61D of 
the International Electrotechnical Commission. The 
Subcommittee is responsible for international safety 
standards dealing with electrical equipment used in 
residential, commercial or light industrial applications, 
primarily for the purpose of conditioning air and which 
contain a refrigeration or heating cycle using a motor 
compressor or based on the absorption principle. Mei -
er brings more than 20 years of experience in product 
safety. He holds a degree in Electrical Engineering and 
owns a technical consulting company.

MAHER MOUSA
Engineering Consultant

Maher Mousa is an engineering consultant and tech -
nical expert in building construction and HVAC in -
dustries. He has developed a strong base over the 
years to become a leading actor in supporting the 
sustainability culture in the Middle East region. He has 
been serving under the Montreal Protocol since 2013 

of environmental policy and institutional development. 
He holds a bachelor’s degree and higher diploma in 
Mechanical Engineering from King Abdul Aziz Univer-
sity, Saudi Arabia, and a Masters of Business Admin -
istration degree in Finance from Leicester University, 
UK.

MAREK 
ZGLICZYNSKI
Embraco

In 1979, after completing his degree, Marek Zgliczyns-
ki began his career as a researcher and project leader 
of new product development at Aspera Spa. In 1994, 
when Aspera Spa was acquired by Embraco, he held 
several engineering positions, including European 
Commercial Product and Technology Manager, Com-
mercial Refrigeration Product Corporate Director and 
Corporate Senior Advisor for the Commercial Refriger-
ation Segment. In 2016, he was elected to Chair of the 

-
technic in Italy where he earned a master’s degree in 
mechanical engineering.
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MUHAMMAD 
KHALID SIDDIQ
Pakistan Standards 
and Quality Control
Authority

Mr. Muhammad Khalid Siddiq is the Director General 
of the Pakistan Standards and Quality Control Author -
ity (PSQCA). Prior to this, he served as Joint Techno-
logical Adviser in the Ministry of Science and Tech -
nology. He also held the portfolio of Director General, 
Pakistan Council of Science and Technology, Ministry 
of Science and Technology. He previously served as 
Joint Secretary in the Ministry of Climate Change and 
the Ministry of Kashmir Affairs and Gilgit Baltistan. He 
holds an M.Sc (Engineering) degree in industrial en -
gineering and management from the Asian Institute 
of Technology, Bangkok, and a B.Sc (Electrical Engi-
neering) degree from the University of Engineering and 
Technology, Lahore.

NEIL DENNIS
AECOM Australia

Neil Dennis is a Technical Director and principal elec -

has over 35 years’ experience working in explosion 
risk areas primarily as a consultant spanning a va -
riety of industries including petroleum, petrochemi -
cal, wastewater, food, printing, pharmaceutical, coal, 
mining and specialist manufacturing. His current 
roles include chair of IEC subcommittee SC31J re-
sponsible for key standards for potentially explosive 
atmospheres due to flammable gas, and member of 
numerous other standards teams for potentially ex -
plosive atmospheres within IEC committee TC31.

OMAR 
ABDELAZIZ
Oak Ridge 
National Laboratory 
(ORNL) Building Tech-
nologies and Integration 
Center (BTRIC)

Dr. Omar Abdelaziz, is a Senior Research Staff and 
Group Leader of the Building Equipment Research 
Group - part of Oak Ridge National Laboratory (ORNL) 
Building Technologies and Integration Center (BTRIC). 
He actively collaborates with leading U.S. and inter -
national equipment and appliance manufacturers on 
advancing the state of the art in heating, ventilation, 
air conditioning, and refrigeration, water heating, and 
appliances.

RAY 
GLUCKMAN
Gluckman 
Consulting

Ray Gluckman is Director of Gluckman Consulting – 
specialising in refrigeration and climate change. He 
has an engineering degree from Cambridge University 
and has worked for major consultancies including W. 
S. Atkins, Enviros, SKM and Jacobs. Gluckman is an 
authority on the use of “F-Gases” (HFCs, PFCs and 
SF6). He has led many important studies related to 
reducing the use and emissions of F Gases for a wide 
range of clients, including national governments, UN 
Environment and the European Commission. He has 
in-depth understanding of the EU F-Gas Regulations 
and the Kigali Amendment to the Montreal Protocol. 
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SHAMILA 
NAIR-BEDOUELLE ,
UN Environment 
OzonAction Programme

Shamila Nair-Bedouelle is Director and Head of the UN 
Environment OzonAction Programme. She is a South 
African national, with an international career as re -
search scientist and policy analyst in technology and 
innovation. She has worked in South Africa, Germany, 
France and the USA as a research scientist in bio -
chemistry and molecular biology. She also managed a 
wide range of international programmes on research 
in developing countries for the European Commission 
and UNESCO. She is a member of the Academy of Sci-
ences of South Africa and holds a PhD from the Uni -
versity of Cape Town and an HDR from the University 
of Paris V.

SHENGCHUN LIU
Tianjin University of 
Commerce

Dr. Shengchun Liu is associate professor at Tianjin 
University of Commerce. He graduated from Tianjin 
University in 2006 and went to West Virginia University 

and the University of Tokyo in Japan to be a visiting 
scholar. His research work focuses on heat and mass 
transfer, phase change mechanism, refrigeration sys -
tem optimization and energy saving, heat transfer and 
heat exchange study of refrigeration and air condition -
ing systems, performance study of natural refrigerants 
and substitute working fluids. In recent years, he has 
been a consultant on HCFC phase-out in China.  

STEPHAN 
SICARS
UNIDO

Stephan Sicars is the Director of the Department of 
Environment at UNIDO. He previously served as Di -
rector of the Montreal Protocol Branch. Prior to that, 

Multilateral Fund. He implemented Montreal Protocol 
projects in India and China, and for eight years, he was 
part of delegations to the Executive Committee of the 
Multilateral Fund and to the Meeting of the Parties of 
the Montreal Protocol. He holds a Master’s Degree in 
Mechanical Engineering from the University of Ha-
nover, Germany, specialised in Energy and Process 
Engineering.

TETSUJI 
OKADA
Japanese 
Refrigeration and Air 
Conditioning Industry 
Association

Tetsuji Okada is President of the Japanese Refrigera-
tion and Air Conditioning Industry Association (JRAIA). 
JRAIA represents all of the major manufacturers of 
refrigeration and air conditioning equipment in Ja -
pan. Before he became President of JRAIA, Mr. Okada 
worked on research and development of air-condi -
tioning systems at Mitsubishi Electric where he had a 
distinguished career, including responsibility for Mit -
subishi Electric in Europe.  
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TOMAZ CLETO
Yawatz Engenharia 
Ltda

Tomaz Cleto is the President of Yawatz Engenharia 
Ltda, an engineering consulting company in Brazil. He 
has 31 years of experience with chilled water systems 
and industrial refrigeration plants and 17 years of ex -
perience in the commissioning process. He is the Vice 

-
ciation of HVAC&R, Technology Transfer Committee 
Chair for ASHRAE Brazil Chapter and past President of 
the Brazilian chapter of the Building Commissioning 

commissioning process management profession-
al since 2011 and is a mechanical engineer with an 
M.Sc. degree in Refrigeration and Air Conditioning. 

TORBEN FUNDER-
KRISTENSEN
Danfoss

Torben Funder-Kristensen is an experienced thought 
leader in the refrigeration and air-conditioning indus -
try. For more than 20 years, he has worked on solu -
tions for sustainable cooling of products, people and 
the planet. He represents Danfoss in EPEE, GFCCC 
and ASERCOM. Since he joined Danfoss in 1995, he 
has held several management positions within devel -
opment of manufacturing processes, materials, and 
product development of components. He holds M.Sc. 
and a Ph.D. degrees in Mechanical Engineering from 
the Technical University of Denmark (DTU).

THOMAS 
WILLSON
ECOS

coordinating activities related to refrigeration, air con-
ditioning and heat pump standardisation at ECOS, 
since 2013. This includes engagement with European 
and international standardisation processes, as well 
as liaising with the European Commission on the im-
plementation of the EU Fluorinated Greenhouse Gas-

standards. He holds a Master degree in Environmental 
Science Legislation and Management from Brunel 
University and a bachelor’s degree in Physics from the 
University of Exeter, United Kingdom.

TINGXUN LI
Sun Yat-sen University / 
Midea

Dr. Tingxun Li is associate professor at Sun Yat Sen 
University and Project Manager in Midea Group. He 
has been involved in research on alternative refriger -
ants to CFCs and HCFCs since 1993 and responsible 
for research and development of low-GWP refriger -
ants RAC in Midea since 2009. He is also a member of 
RTOC, a co-author of task force reports for TEAP and 
a member of the WG9 and WG 16 in Sub-Committee 
61D for IEC 60335-2-40.
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VIRAJ VITHOONTIEN
The World Bank

Viraj Vithoontien is Lead Environmental Specialist, 
Environment Global Practice of the World Bank.  He 
has more than 25 years assisting developing countries 
in East Asia and South Asia to design and implement 
investment activities and policy interventions to phase 
out ozone depleting substances.  Viraj holds a PhD in 
Mechanical Engineering from Northwestern Universi -
ty; a M.S. in Mechanical Engineering from Columbia 
University; and a B.S. in Mechanical Engineering from 
Chulalongkorn University in Thailand.


