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The Abbreviated History 
of Toronto, Stockholm, and Accra-Helsinki Groups
• In 1983, like-minded delegates from Australia, Canada, Finland, New 

Zealand, Norway, Sweden, and the United States created the Toronto Group
to build consensus for the 1985 Vienna Convention and 1987 Montreal 
Protocol

• In 2006, like-minded delegates from Argentina, Austria, Brazil, Canada, 
China, Czech Republic, Finland, France, Germany, Iceland, India, Japan, 
Mauritius, Netherlands, Nigeria, Norway, Sweden, Switzerland, Syria, United 
Kingdom (UK), US, and Venezuela created the Stockholm Group to build 
consensus for the Kigali Amendment

• In 2023, like-minded delegates from Finland and Ghana invited Parties to join 
the Accra-Helsinki Group for Sustainable Cooling



Lessons from the Toronto & Stockholm Groups

• Some diplomatic problems are best resolved and some new 
initiatives best incubated by small groups of like-minded experts 
meeting informally 

• Chatham House Rule encourages open and frank discussion on 
controversial topics where people speak up without attribution

“When a meeting, or part thereof, is held under the Chatham House Rule, 
participants are free to use the information received, but neither the identity 
nor the affiliation of the speaker(s), nor that of any other participant, may be 
revealed”

• Groups build community and consensus on the way forward



The Opportunity of Sustainable Cooling

• Building on Montreal Success in ODS phaseout and HFC 
phasedown

• Simultaneously increasing energy efficiency and access to cooling
• Taking into account atmospheric degradation (TFA, PFAS, and 

VOCs)
• Implementing chemical manufacturer Responsible Care , 

corporate climate commitments, and life cycle refrigerant 
management (LRM) including bank management with destruction 
of the banks of unwanted ODSs and HFCs 



Спасибо (Spasibo), Gracias, Kiitos, Me da wo ase, 
Merci, شكرا (Shukran), Thank You, 谢谢 (Xièxiè)

•Stephen O. Andersen: sandersen@igsd.org
•Marco González: gma.costarica@gmail.com
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