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I. .REPRF.SliN.rATION AND CREIENl'IAUi 

Conposition of delegatims 

'lhe delegation of each State participating in the Conference shall consist 
of a head of delegation and such other accredited representatives, alternate 
representatives and advisers as may be required. 

Alternates and advisers 

Rlle2 

An alternate representative.or an adviser may act as a representative upon 
designation by.the bead of delegation. 

Sutnission of credentials. 

R1le 3 

'lhe credentials of representatives and the names·. of alternate 
representatives and advisers shall be sul:mitted to the EKecutive Secretary of 
the Conference if possible not later than 24 hours after the opening of the 
Con:fererx:e. 'Any later cbaD:Je in the caiposition of delegations shall also be 
sutmitted to the :Executive Secretary. 'lhe credentials shall be issued either 
by the Bead of State.or Goverment or by the Minister for Foreign Affairs. 

credentials Conmittee 

A Credentials cannittee shall be cq:p>inted at the begimioJ of the 
Conference. It shall consist of not more than seven members, who shall be 
appointed by. the Confererx:e on the ):'roposal of the President. It shall 
examine the credentials of representatives and report to the Conference 
without delay. 

Provisional participation in the Conference 

Pendi!J3 a decision of the conference upon their credentials, 
representatives shall be entitled to participate provisionally in the 
conference. 

/ ... 
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aile 6 

II. OFFICERS 

Elections 

'!he Conference shall elect a President, two Vice-Presidents, and a 
P.aWOrteur. . '!he Conference may also elect such other officers as it deems 
necessary for the performance of its functions. 

General powers of the President 

aile 7 

1. In addition to exercising the powers conferred upon him elsewhere by 
these rules, the President shall preside at the plenary meetings of the 
Conference and at the meetings of the carmittee of the Nlole, declare the 
opening and closing of each meeting, direct the discussion, ensure observame 
of these rules, accord the right to speak, put questions to the vote and 
ann0UrD! decisions. '!he President shall rule on points of order and, subject 
to these rules, shall·have canplete control of the proceedings arxi over the 
maintenance of order thereat. '!he President may propose to the Conference the 
closure of the list of speakers, a limitation on the time to be allowed to 
speakers and on the llllli>er of times each representative may speak on a . 
question, the adjournment or the closure of the debate aoo·thesuspension or 
the adjourment of a meetiDJ. 

2. '!he President, in the exercise of his functions, remains under the 
authority of the Conference. 

ktiB,J President 

Rile 8 

1. If the President finds it necessary to be absent fran a meeting or 
arrt part thereof, he shall designate a Vice-President to take his plaoe •. 

2. A Vice-President acti"J as President shall have the powers and duties 
of the President. • 

Replacement of the President 

Blle 9 

If the President is unable to perform his functions, a new President shall 
be elected. 

'!he President shall not wte 

Rile 10 

'!he President, or a Vice-President acting as President, shall not wte in 
the Confererx:e, but shall designate another member of his delegation to wte 
in his place. 



.RJ.le ll 

III. Gl!HmAL CD1MI'.I'.l'EB 

Ccmp>sition 

UNEP/IG.53/2 
Page 7 

'!here shall be a General comnittee which shall CC'llt)rise the President and 
Vice-Presidents of tbe ·O>nference, the RaW()rteur and the Olaiman of the 
Drafting Omnittee. 'Jhe President of the O>nference, or in his absence, one 
of the Vice-Presidents designated by him, shall serve as Chaiman of the 
General omnittee. 

SUbstitute members 

aiJ.e 12 

If the President, a Vice-President, or the .Rapporteur finds it necessary 
to be absent during a meeti03 of the General C<mnittee, he may designate a 
member of his delegation to sit and vote in the cannittee. In the case of 
absence, the Chairman of the DraftioJ camnittee shall designate a member of 
the DraftmJ Comnittee. ~en serving on the General COmnittee, the member of 
the Drafting Ccmnittee shall not have the right to vote if he is of the same 
delegation as another member of the General Conmittee. 

li\metions 

&Ile 13 

'!be General COnmittee shall assist the President in the general conduct of 
the blsiness of the Conference and, subject to the decisions of the 
Conference, shall ensure the co-ordination of its work. 

IV.~ 

D.lties of the secretary-General 

BJle 14 

1. 'lhe Drecutive Director of the tl'lited Nations Environment Progranme 
shall be the secretary-General of the Confererx::e. He, or his representative, 
shall act in that capacity in all meetinJs of the O>nference and its 
ccmnittees. 

2. 'lhe Secretary-General of the O>nfererce shall awoint an Executive 
Secretary of the Conference and shall provide and direct the staff required by 
the Conference and its camdttees. 

I ... 
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Rule 15 

Duties of the secretariat 

'!he secretariat of the Conference shall, in aocordarx::e with these rules& 

(a) Interpret speeches made at meetings, 

(b) :Receive, translate, reproduce and distribute the documents of the 
Conference, 

(c) PUblish and circulate the official documents of the Conference, 

(d) Make and arrange for the keeping of sound recordings of meetings, 

(e) Arran;Je for the custody and preservation of the documents of the 
Conference in the archives of the united Nations, and 

(f) Generally perform all other work that the Conference may require. 

Statements by the secretariat 

RUle 16 

'!he Secretary-General of the Conference or art:/ other member of the staff 
designated for that purpose may at any time make either oral or written 
statements concerning art:/ question under consideraton. 

RUle 17 

V. CXHltL'T OF BUSINESS 

Quorum 

'!he President may declare a meeting open and permit the debate to proceed 
when representatives of at least one third of the States_participating in the 
conference are present. 'lhe presence of representatives of a majority of the 
States so participating shall be required for any decision to be taken. 

Speeches 

Rule 18 

1. No one may address the Conference without having previously obtained 
the permission of the President. SUbject to rules 19, 20 and 23 to 25, the 
President shall call upon speakers in the order in which they signify their 
desire to speak. 'lhe Secretariat shall be in charge of drawing up a list of 
such speakers. '!he President may call a speaker to order if his remarks are 
not relevant to the subject under discussion. 

I ... 



UNEP/IG.53/2 
Page 9 

2. 'lbe O>nfererx:e may limit the tillle aJJowed to each speaker and the 
n\&)8r of times eadl repcesentative my speak .on.a question. Before a 
decision is taken, two representatiws may speak in favour of, am bJo 
against, a proposal to set such l:iJlits. ~ the debate is limited and a 
speaker exceeds 1 the allotted time, the President shall call him to order 
without delay. 

Precedem:e 

aile 19 

'lbe c:hai.man or rclR)Orteur of a ocmnittee, or the representative of a 
sub-oamlittee or workiDJ group, may be accorded precedence for the purpose of 
explaini.Dj the conclusions arrived at by his caanittee, sub-camittee or 
working group. 

Points of order 

Durirrj the discussion of any matter, a representative may at any time 
raise a point of order, which shall be decided inmediately by the President in 
accordance with these rules. A representative may~ against the rulilr:1 
of the President. 'lhe appeal shall be put to the vote inmediately, am the 
President's ruli.DJ shall st.am unless overruled by a majority of the 
representatives present and voting. A representative may not, in raising a 
point of otder, speak on the substance of the matter umer discussion. 

Clo6ing of list of speakers 

All.e 21 

DU.ring the course of a debate the President my announce the list of 
speakers am, with the consent of the Conference, declare the list closed. 

Right of reply 

Rlle 22 

1be right of reply shall be accorded by the President to a representative 
of a State participatin3 in the Conference who requests it. ltn;/ other 
representative may be granted the opportunity to make a reply. 
Bepresentatives should att:.eopt, in exercisinj this right, to be as brief as 
possible. 

I ... 
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aile 23 

Adjournment of debate 

DurioJ the discussion of any matter, a representative may move the 
adjourrnent of the debate on the question under discussion. In additicn to 
the proposer of the JUOtion, two representatives may speak in favour of, and 
two against, the 100tion, after which the DDtion shall be put to the vote 
imnediately. 

Closure of debate 

aile 24 

A representative may at any time nDVe the closure of the debate on the 
question under discussion, whether or not any other representative has 
signified his wish to speak. Pemission to speak on the closure of the debate 
shall be accorded only to two speakers OR?OSioJ the closure, after which the 
motion shall be put inmediately to the vote. 

SUSpension or adjourmnent of the meeti!W;1 

aile 25 

During the discussion of any matter, a representative may DDVe the 
suspension or the adjourrunent of the meetir¥3. such mtions shall not be 
debated, but shall be put inmediately to the vote. 

Order of motions 

aile26 

SUbject to rule 20, the motions indicated below shall have preoedeooe in 
the followioJ order over all proposaJs or other mtions before the meetin31 

(a) 'R> suspend the meeti1'¥31 

(b) 'R> adjourn the meetil'¥3, 

(c) 'R> adjourn the debate on the question under discussion, 

(d) 'R> close the debate on the question Wlder discussion. 

Basic proposals 

klle27 

l. 'lhe Confereooe shall oonsider the question of the protection of the 
ozone layer. 'lbe Confereooe shall enilody the results of its work in a final 
act to which shall be annexed a convention and such protocols and resolutions 
as the O>nfereooe may deem appropriate. 
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2. 'lhe basic proposaJs for consideration by the Confere:ooe shall be the 
draft convention for the protection of the ozone layer, and the draft protocol 
annexed to the final report of the~ Hoc working Group of regal and Technical 
Experts for the Elaboration of a Global Framework Convention for the 
Protection of the 01:one I.ayer. 

Other pr0PQ!:f!]S ard amendments 

Rule 28 

Other prop,saJs and amemnents thereto shall noIJ11ally be sut:mitted in 
writing to the Executive· Secretacy of the Confereroe, who shall circulate 
copies t.o all delegations. As a general rule no proposal shall be discussed 
or put t.o the vote at any meeting of the Confere:ooe unless copies of it have 
been circulated to all delegations not later than the day preceding the 
meetir¥J. 'lhe President may, however, penni.t the discussion and consideration 
of amendments, or motions as to procedure, even though these amendments and 
IlDtions have not been circulated or have only been circulated the same day. 

Decisions on canpet:eooe 

aile 29 

SUbject to rule 20, art:/ motion calling for a decision on the CXIJP!tence of 
the COnference to discuss any matter or to adopt a proposal or an amemment 
sul:mitted to it shall be put to the vote before the matter is discussed or a 
vote is taken on the proposal or amendment in question. 

Withdrawal of pr0PQ!¥!Js, amendments am IOOtions 

Rule 30 

A proposal, an amendment or a notion may be withdrawn by its proposer at 
any time before voting on it has amnemed, provided that it has not been 
amended. A proposal, an amemment or a mtion whic::h has thus been withdrawn 
may be reintroduced by any representative. • 

Reconsideration of FOIX?!:!!J s 

atle 31 

When a proposal has been adopted or rejected it may not be reconsidered 
unless the Conference, by a two-thirds majority of the representatives present 
am votinJ, so decides. Permission to speak on the motion to reconsider shall 
be aa::oz:ded only to two speakers CJRX>SmJ the IIDtion, after whim it shall be 
imnediately put to the vote. 

/ ... 
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Rule 32 

Invitations to technical advisers 

'lhe Conference may invite to one or more of its meetings any person whose 
technical advice it may consider useful for its work. 

Rll1e 33 

VI. vornz; 

voti!!J rights 

Each State represented at the Conference shall have one vote. 

Majority required 

&lle 34 

1. Decisions of the Conference on all·matters of substance shall be 
taken by a two-thirds majority of the representatives present and wtin3. 

2. Decisions of the conference on matters of procedure shall be taken by 
a majority of the representatives present and wtirJJ. 

3. If the question arises whether a matter is one of procedure or of 
substance, the President of the CO~erence shall rule on the question. An 
appeal against this ruliBJ shall be p.it to the vote inmediately and the 
President's ruling shall stand unless overruled by a majority of the 
representatives present and voting. 

atle 35 

Meaning of the expression •representatives 
present and voting• 

For the purpose of these rules, the pirase •representatives present and 
wting• means representatives present and casting an aff imative or negative· 
vote. Representatives who abstain fran voting shall be considered as not 
voting. 

Method of voting 

Rlle 36 

'!he Conference shall normally vote by Show of hands or by staIXiing, but 
any representative may request a roll-call. 'lhe roll-call shall be taken in 
the English alplabetical order of the names of the States participating in the 
Conference, beginning with the delegation whose name is drawn by lot by the 
President. 

I ... 
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'lbe President shall announce the coomencement of voting, after which no 
representative shall be permitted to intervene until the result of the vote 
has been announced, except on a point of order in connection with the process 
of-votinj. 

:Explanation of vote 

Ru1e 38 

Iepresentatives may make brief statements consisting solely of explanation 
of their votes, before the voting has carmenced or after the voting has been 
carpleted. 'lhe representative of a State sponsorin:J a proposal, amendment or 
motion shall not speak in explanation of vote thereon, except if it has been 
amended. 

Division of proposals and amendments 

Rule 39 

A representative may move that parts of a proposal or an amendment shall 
be voted on separately. If objection is made to the request for division, the 
motion for division shall be voted upon. If the motion for division is 
carried, those parts of the proposal or of the amendment which are 
subsequently approved shall be put to the vote as a whole. If all operative 
parts of the proposal or of the amendment have been rejected, the proposal or 
the amendment shall be considered to have been rejected as a whole. 

voting on ameooments 

Rule 40 

When an amendment is moved to a proposal, the amendment shall be voted on 
first. When two or DDre amendments are moved to a proposal; the Conference 
shall first vote on the amendment furthest removed in substance from the 
original proposal and then on the amendment next furthest removed therefran, 
aoo so on until all the anendments have been IXIt to the vote. \tlere, however, 
the adoption of one amendment necessarily implies the rejection of another 
anendment, the latter amendment shall not be put to the vote. If one or mre 
anendments are adopted, the amended proposal $hall then be voted upon. A 
motion is considered an amendment to a proposal if it merely adds to, deletes 
fran or revises pa.ct of that proposal. 

I ... 
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Rule 41 

Voting on proposals 

If two or more proposals relate to the sane question, the conference 
shall, unless it decides otherwise, vote on the proposals in the order in 
which they have been subnitted. 'ttle conference may, after each vote on a 
proposal, decide whether to vote on the next proposal. 

Elections 

Bule 42 

All elections shall be held by secret ballot unless otherwise decided by 
the conference. 

Rule 43 

1. If, when one person or one delegation is to be elected, no candidate 
obtains in the first ballot a majority of the votes cast by the 
representatives present and voting, a second ballot restricted to the two 
candidates obtaining the largest number of votes shall be taken. If in the 
second ballot the votes are equally divided, the President shall decide 
between the candidates by drawing lots. 

2. In the case of a tie in the first ballot among three or roore 
candidates obtaining the largest number of votes, a second ballot shall be 
held. If a tie results among more than two candidates, the number shall be 
reduced to two by lot and the balloting, restricted to them, shall continue in 
accordance with the procedure set forth in paragraph 1 above. 

Rule 44 

When two or more elective places are to be filled at one time under the 
same conditions, those candidates, not exceeding the number of such places, 
obtaining in the first ballot a majority of the votes cast by the 
representatives present and voting shall be elected. If the nwnber of 
candidates obtaining such majority is less than the number of persons or 
delegations.to be elected, there shall be additional ballots to fill the 
remaining places, the voting being restricted to the candidates obtaining the 
greatest nurnber of votes in the previous ballot, to a number not more than 
twice the places remaining to be filledJ provided that, after the third 
inconclusive ballot, votes may be cast for any eligible person or delegation. 
If three such unrestricted ballots are inconclusive, the next three ballots 
shall be restricted to the candidates who obtained the greatest number of 
votes in the third of the unrestricted ballots, to a number not more than 
twice the places remaining to be filled, and the following three ballots 
thereafter, shall be unrestricted, and so on until all the places have been 
filled. 

I ... 
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If a vote is equally divided on matters other than elections,- the 
proposal, amendment or m.:>tion shall be regarded as rejected. 

VII. a.M-1I'l"l'EE'S 

Ccmnittee of the \tlole 

Rule 46 

'Ihe Conference shall establish a single Coomitteeof the Wiole, which may 
set up sub-conmittees or working groups. 

Drafting Conmittee 

Rule.47 

1. 'Ibe Confererx:e shall establish a Drafting Comnittee consisting of not 
more than seven members. '!he members of the Conmi.ttee shall be a:wointed by 
the Conference.on the proposal of the General Conmittee. 'lhe Bapporteur 
participates ex officio, without a vote, in the work of the Drafting Camlittee. 

2. 'Ibe Drafting COilmittee shall prepare drafts and give advice on 
drafting as requested by the Conference or by the comnittee of the Whole. It 
shall co-ordinate am review the drafting of all texts adopted, and shall 
report as appropriate either to the Conference or to the camiittee of the 
Whole. 

Officers 

Rule 48 

Except as otherwise provided in rules 6 and 7, each camli.ttee, 
sub-camdttee and working group shall elect its own officers. 

Quorum 

Rue 49 

1. '!he Chairman of tne conmittee of tne ltlole may declare a neeting open 
and peimit the·debate to proceed when representatives of at leaElt one quarter 
of the States participatir¥J in the Conference are present. 'Jhe presence of 
representatives of a majority of the States so participatir¥J shall be required 
for any decision to be taken. 

2. A majority of the representatives on the General, Drafting or 
Credentials camd.ttee or on any sub-conmittee or workir¥J groups shall 
constitute a quorum. 

I ... 
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Rule 50 

Officers, conduct of business and voting 

'!he rules contained in chapters II, V and VI above shall be applicable, 
rnutatis rnutaoois, to the proceedings of carmittees, sub-ccmnittees and workirg 
groups, except that: 

(a) '!he Chairman of the General, Drafting and Credentials c.omnittees and 
the chainnen of sub-comnittees and working groups may exercise the right to 
vote, and 

(b) Decisions of ccmnittees, sub-camri.ttees and working groups shall be 
taken by a majority of the representatives present and voting, except that the 
reconsideration of a proposal or an amendment shall require the majority 
established by rule 31. 

Rule 51 

VIII. ~ AND REO)Rrt> 

languages of the Conference 

Arabic, Chinese, English, French, Russian and Spanish shall be the 
languages of the Conference. 

Interpretation 

Rule 52 

1. Speedles made in a language of the Conference shall be interpreted 
into the other such languages. 

2. A representative may speak in a language other than a language of the 
Conference. In this case he shall .himself provide for interpretation into one 
of the languages of the Conference, and interpretation into the other 
languages by the interpreters of the secretariat may be based on the 
interpretation given in the first such language. 

SOWld recordings of meetings 

Rule 53 

'lbe secretariat shall make sound recordings of meetings of the Conference 
and the Conmittee of the Whole. such recordings shall be made of meetings of 
other ccmnittees, sub-camti.ttees or working groups when the body concerned so 
decides. 

I .. . 
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Official documents shall be made available in the l.aD;Juage of the 
Conference. 

Rlle 55 

IX. roBLIC AND PRIVATE MEm'IN'.iS 

Plenary meetings and meetings of coomittees 

'Ihe plenary meetings of the Conference and the meetings of camri.ttees 
shall be held in public unless the body corx::erned decides otherwise. 

Meetings of sub-coomittees or "WOrking groups 

Rlle 56 

As a general rule meetings of a sub-coomittee or working group shall be 
held in private. • 

COmnuniques to the press 

Rlle 57 

At the close of any private meeting a coomunique may be issued to the 
press through the Executive Secretaz:y. 

Rlle 58 

X. OIHER PARrICIPANIS AND OBSERVERS 

Bepresentatives of the tllited Nations Council for Namibia 

Representatives designated by the United Nations Council for Namibia may 
participate in the deliberations of the Conference, the Cannittee of the 
Whole, and other ccmnittees, sub-ccmnittees or "WOrking groups, in accordance 
with the relevant resolutions and decisions of the General Assembly. 

Rlle 59 

Representatives of organizations that have received a standing 
invitation fran the General Assembly to participate in the 
sessions and "WOrk of all international conferences convened 
umer the auspices of the General Assembiy in the capacity 

of observer 

Representatives designated by organizations that have received a stancHJV:J 
invitation from the General Assembly to participate in the sessions and work 

I . .. 
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of all international conferences convened Wlder the auspices of the General 
Assembly have the right to participate as observers, without the right to 
vote, in the deliberations of the Conference, the COOmittee of the ~ole and, 
as appropriate, other camd.ttees, sub-coomittees or working groups. 

Representatives of national liberation IOOVements 

Bul.e 60 

Representatives designated by national liberation IOOVements invited to the 
Confererx::e may participate as observers, without the right to vote, in the 
deliberations of the Conference, the COnmittee of the Wlole and, as 
appropriate, other carmittees, sub-comnittees or working groups. 

Representatives of United Nations organs and agencies 

Bul.e 61 

Representatives designated by organs of the united Nations, the 
specialized agencies and the International Atomic Energy Agency may 
participate as observers, without the right to vote, in the deliberations of 
the Conference, the Ccmnittee of the ~ole and, as appropriate, other 
cannittees, sub-coomittees or working groups. 

Cl>servers for other international organizations 

RUle 62 

<l>servers designated by other international organizations invited to the 
Conference nay participate, without the right to vote, in the deliberations of 
the Conference, the Conmittee of the~ole and, as appropriate, other 
cannittees, sub-comnittees or working groups. • 

XI. :AMENI:MEtf.I'S 'IO '.IHE· RULES OF PRCCEDURE: 

Method of amendment 

Bul.e 63 

'lhese·rules of procedure may be ameooed by a decision of the Conference 
taken by a two-thirds majority of the representatives present and voting. 


