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XIX/6 

  Note by the Secretariat 

1. In paragraph 3 of its decision XXVI/9, the Twenty-Sixth Meeting of the Parties encouraged 

parties to continue to provide to the Secretariat, on a voluntary basis, information on their 

implementation of paragraph 9 of decision XIX/6, including information on available data, policies and 

initiatives pertaining to the promotion of a transition from ozone-depleting substances that minimized 

environmental impact wherever the required technologies were available, and requested the Secretariat 

to compile any such information received. 

2. Since the Twenty-Seventh Meeting of the Parties the Secretariat has received relevant additional 

information from Australia and the United States of America. The submitted information, which is 

supplementary to the two parties’ earlier submissions, is set out in the annex to the present note and is 

presented as received by the Secretariat, without formal editing. 

3. Compilations of all information previously submitted by parties on their implementation of 

decision XIX/6 can be found in documents UNEP/OzL.Pro.WG.1/34/INF/4, Add.1 and Add.2, 

UNEP/OzL.Pro.26/INF/4, UNEP/OzL.Pro.WG.1/35/INF/2 and UNEP/OzL.Pro.WG.1/36/INF/2. 

                                                           

* UNEP/OzL.Pro.28/1. 
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Annex 

Compilation of submissions by Australia and the United States on their 

implementation of decision XIX/6 

Australia 

Outcomes of the Review of the Ozone Protection and Synthetic Greenhouse Gas Management 

Programme 

Department of the Environment, 2016 

FACT SHEET 

    Download 

 Outcomes of the Review of the Ozone Protection and Synthetic Greenhouse Gas Management     

Programme (PDF - 460.57 KB) 

Greenhouse gas emissions to reduce by up to 80 Mt CO2-e by 2030 

On 5 May 2016 the Australian Government decided on a range of measures to reduce emissions and business 

costs. 

Why was the review done? 

The Australian Government has committed to reducing greenhouse gas emissions by 26–28 per cent below 2005 levels 

by 2030. A cost effective reduction in emissions of hydrofluorocarbons (HFCs) is a key part of this commitment. 

HFCs are regulated under the Ozone Protection and Synthetic Greenhouse Gas Programme, a highly successful 

environmental scheme that has been running since 1989 and last reviewed in 2001. 

The Minister for the Environment, the Hon. Greg Hunt MP announced a review of the programme on 24 May 2014. 

The review had two objectives: 

 Identify opportunities to reduce emissions of ozone depleting substances and synthetic greenhouse gases in line 

with international efforts. 

 Identify opportunities to improve and streamline its operation, including reducing regulatory compliance costs. 

Key outcomes of the review 

The programme was found to be highly successful overall, having phased out 99 per cent of ozone depleting substances 

and contributed to a reduction in Australian greenhouse gas emissions of about 40 million tonnes of   CO2-e since its 

inception. The review found this provided a solid foundation for further emissions reduction policies. Streamlining 

opportunities were also identified. 

Emissions reduction 

The Australian Government will implement cost effective measures to reduce HFC emissions by up to 80 Mt CO2-e in 

the period to 2030. 

A statutory phase-down of HFC imports will be implemented, commencing January 2018 and will reduce HFC 

emissions by 85 per cent by 2036. The phase-down is more ambitious than the proposals for a global phase-down being 

negotiated under the Montreal Protocol. It has a lower baseline, reflecting Australia’s current demand, and has more 

frequent reduction steps. 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.environment.gov.au/system/files/resources/44f1ee26-0ccb-43b6-81b9-07fabe332a5e/files/factsheet-opsggm-review-outcomes.pdf
https://www.environment.gov.au/system/files/resources/44f1ee26-0ccb-43b6-81b9-07fabe332a5e/files/factsheet-opsggm-review-outcomes.pdf
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Australia’s Domestic HFC Phase Down 

 

The phase-down has been developed with industry which supports the phase-down, its environmental benefits and the 

long term investment certainty it provides. 

Australia will be a world leader in reducing HFC emissions, joining the United States, the European Union and Japan in 

taking early action to reduce HFC emissions. 

Enabling provisions for future bans on the import of new equipment containing high global warming potential HFCs 

will also be included. Domestic and automotive air conditioners containing high global warming potential HFCs are 

equipment that will be considered in the future. This will be based on an assessment of the Australian market, 

particularly whether alternative equipment is available. 

Further, compliance provisions of the legislation will be strengthened to support emission reduction including new 

offence provisions, increased penalty amounts, provision for suspension of licences and publishing of compliance 

actions. 

Reducing regulatory burden on business 

Streamlining measures will reduce regulatory burden on business by $1.2 million annually. These include providing for: 

 Increasing the low volume import exemption threshold for equipment imports from 10kg to 25kg, reducing total 

licence numbers by one third. 

 Licence holders to renew their licence rather than applying for a new licence, saving businesses $580 000 annually. 

 A waiver of small levy debts below $330, reducing uneconomic transactions by 94 per cent from 2750 to 150 

annually. 

Non-regulatory measures 

The Department of the Environment will work with business to develop information to better inform equipment owners 

of the benefits of ensuring proper installation of new equipment and regular equipment maintenance. This will achieve 

substantial emissions savings through reduced gas leakage and lower electricity use. Businesses will benefit through 

reduced electricity costs, reduced replacement costs for gas leakage and longer equipment life. 

The Department of the Environment will engage with state regulators and the business community to examine how 

respective refrigeration and air conditioning regulatory arrangements can work in better synergy. 

When will the measures come into force? 

The Australian Government will introduce legislative amendments to implement new measures as soon as possible, 

with all measures to commence by January 2018. 

Some measures can be implemented more quickly through regulation amendments, such as changes to the low volume 

import exemptions and business and technician licenses. 

How will I be informed? 

The Department of the Environment will consult further with affected stakeholders as the design of measures is 

finalised and again prior to their implementation. 

Further Information 

The Department of the Environment’s website has further information about the review: 

www.environment.gov.au/protection/ozone/legislation/opsggm-review 

You may also direct enquiries to: ozone@environment.gov.au

https://www.environment.gov.au/protection/ozone/legislation/opsggm-review


 

 

United States of America 
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