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Background
Countries across the Global South are experiencing rapid economic growth and 
urbanisation, leading to a sharp rise in cooling demand. This growth has a direct 
impact on refrigerant consumption and emissions, making effective refrigerant 
management a key priority for climate and sustainability.

Refrigerant leakage across manufacturing, servicing, and disposal continue 
to be a major source of greenhouse gas emissions. This problem is worsened 
by weak regulations, informal servicing networks, and limited recovery and 
recycling infrastructure, issues that are common in many developing countries.

To understand the scale and nature of this challenge, iFOREST conducted 
one of India’s most extensive surveys across the refrigerant supply and servicing 
chain in seven major cities. The findings expose substantial gaps in current 
Lifecycle Refrigerant Management (LRM) practices and underscore the urgent 
need for systemic interventions, including regulation, financing, capacity building, 
and infrastructure development.

These insights from India provide valuable lessons for other Global South 
nations seeking to establish circular refrigerant management systems. A transition 
towards sustainable cooling depends on creating a circular refrigerant economy, 
where refrigerants are safely recovered, recycled, and reused. This requires 
collaboration across government, industry, and international stakeholders to 
strengthen policies, build capacities, and enable financial mechanisms for 
implementation.

Objective
This side event at MOP37 aims to present findings from iFOREST’s survey on 
refrigerant management in India and spark a broader dialogue to explore the 
policy, institutional, and financial mechanisms needed to implement LRM in India 
and beyond, offering insights for countries across the Global South that face 
similar market and capacity constraints.

The session will bring together policymakers, industry leaders, and technical 
experts to deliberate on the challenges and opportunities in establishing a robust 
circular refrigerant management system for developing countries, aligning with 
their climate and cooling goals.

Key Themes to be Discussed
•	 Insights and lessons from refrigerant management survey in India

•	 Common gaps in refrigerant lifecycle management across the supply and 
servicing chain

•	 Policy and regulatory reforms required for effective LRM implementation

•	 Institutional mechanisms for recovery, recycling, and reuse systems

•	 Financial and market mechanisms to enable circular refrigerant management

•	 Opportunities for technology cooperation and capacity building across 
developing countries

•	 Building capacity and awareness for safe refrigerant handling and recovery

•	 Global experiences and best practices to accelerate LRM adoption in the 
Global South
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