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Side Event: National Cooling Action Plans: Building regional Synergies to 

accelerate implementation 
 

Date: 09 July 2025   

 

Time: 13:00 – 14:45 (90 minutes)  

 

Location: MR – A, UN Conference Hall, Bangkok, Thailand  

 

Partners: UNEP Cool Coalition and Climate and Clean Air Coalition (CCAC)  

 

UNEP Contact: Manjeet Singh, UNEP Cool Coalition, manjeet.singh@un.org and Denise San 

Valentin, CCAC, denise.sanvalentin@un.org  

 

Background  

Our rapidly warming planet, driven by climate change, population growth, and urbanization, is 

creating an unprecedented surge in cooling demand. Today, over one billion people lack reliable 

cooling for health, productivity, and food security. In 2024, there are an estimated 3.34 billion 

cooling appliances in use—1.29 billion of them room air conditioners—and this figure could triple 

by 2050. Conventional, energy-intensive cooling systems exacerbate greenhouse gas emissions, 

fueling a vicious cycle: higher temperatures drive greater cooling needs, which in turn generate 

more emissions and further intensify warming, especially for vulnerable populations without 

access to mechanical cooling. 

 

Breaking this cycle requires an integrated approach that combines passive‐cooling strategies, 

enhanced efficiency, and low-global-warming-potential refrigerants. Under the COP28 UAE 

Presidency, the Global Cooling Pledge was launched in December 2023 with support from over 

60 countries and 80 non-state actors. Its three targets are to cut cooling-related emissions by 68 

percent (relative to 2022) by 2050, dramatically expand equitable access to sustainable cooling 

by 2030, and boost the global average efficiency of new air conditioners by 50 percent through 

heightened ambition and international cooperation. 

 

A core commitment of the Pledge is the development of National Cooling Action Plans (NCAPs). 

NCAPs align public and private sectors, integrate policies—such as energy efficiency, and 

refrigerant management—and deliver socio-economic benefits while fulfilling Paris Agreement, 

Kigali amendment and Sustainable Development Goals. By providing structured frameworks with 
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clear targets, NCAPs empower governments to coordinate cross-sectoral efforts toward low-

emission, energy-efficient cooling solutions. 

 

Harmonizing NCAPs across regions and standardizing regulatory frameworks reduces trade 

barriers, catalyzes larger integrated markets, and drives economies of scale. This fosters regional 

innovation, accelerates technology diffusion, and ensures transparent tracking of collective 

progress. 

 

This side event aims to galvanize Montreal Protocol parties to endorse and implement NCAPs. It 

will present UNEP efforts to regional contextualization of NCAP Methodology, and further 

showcase its application in the MENA region, and highlight best practices to promote peer 

learning and collaborative action toward a sustainable cooling transition. 

 

Objectives 

 

• Strengthen capacity on the NCAP methodology and promote as key resource for 

supporting countries in the development and implementation of their National Cooling 

Action Plans. 

• Facilitate knowledge exchange by sharing best practices and lessons learned from NCAP 

development and implementation, with a focus on experiences from the Asia-Pacific and 

Middle East and North Africa (MENA) regions. 

• Provide actionable insights to help countries navigate sectoral challenges and 

complexities through the NCAP framework, finance mobilization, building an integrated 

approach to sustainable cooling and climate resilience.  

 

Proposed Agenda 

 

Time  Agenda Item  Speaker / Facilitator 

13:15 – 
13:30 

Opening remarks • Mr. Mozaharul Alam, Regional 

Coordinator | Climate Action| UNEP 

• Mrs Eunice Biritwum, Acting Executive 

Secretary, Energy Commission-Ghana 

13:30 – 
13:50  

Presentation: Global Scale-up through regional 

approach - MENA regional NCAP Methodology 

• Dr. Omar Abdelaziz, Regional Cooling 

Expert, UNEP  



   

13:50 – 
14:35 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Panel discussion: Brief interventions from 

countries sharing their experiences and 

development agencies on strategies to .  

Guiding questions  

1. How can NCAPs support countries in 

delivering KIPs, NDCs and Cooling Pledge 

and how can be leveraged as tools to 

mobilize implementation finance?  

2. What role can the Montreal Protocol and its 

implementation mechanisms (e.g., 

Multilateral Fund support, institutional 

arrangements) play in scaling up NCAPs 

across regions?  

3. What lessons can be drawn from ongoing 

HPMP or KIP implementation that could 

inform or be integrated into NCAP 

development and vice versa?  

4. What opportunities exist to strengthen the 

collaboration between National Ozone Units 

and climate or energy agencies through the 

NCAP process to deliver on Global Cooling 

Pledge? 

Moderator: Manjeet Singh, Cool Coalition 

Secretariat, UNEP & Ms. Denise San Valentin, 

Climate & Clean Air Coalition 

 

Speakers:  

• Mr Le Ngoc Tuan, Deputy Director General, 

Department of Climate Change, Ministry of 

Agriculture and Environment, Vietnam 

• Ms.Janati Idrissi Rabia, Coordonnatrice 
National Ozone Maroc, Ministère délégué 
auprès du Ministre de l'Energie, des Mines, 
Morocco 

• Mr. Makoto Kato, Initiative on 
Fluorocarbons Life Cycle Management 
(IFL), Overseas Environmental 
Cooperation Center, Japan (OECC) 

• Mr Balaji Natrajan, Programme 

Management Officer, Multi-lateral Fund 

(MLF) 

• Ms Jie Pan, Regional Technical 
Advisor, Chemicals and Wastes Hub of 
UNDP 

• Mr Nils Hansen, Project Manager,  

GIZ ProKlima 

14:35- 

14:45 
Q&A 

14:45- 

14:50 

Closing remarks Manjeet Singh, Cool Coalition Secretariat, UNEP 

 


