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Annotations to the provisional agenda 

 1. Opening of the meeting 

1. The thirty-fourth meeting of the Open-ended Working Group of the Parties to the Montreal 

Protocol on Substances that Deplete the Ozone Layer is scheduled to be opened at 10 a.m. on Monday, 

14 July 2014, at the headquarters of the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization 

(UNESCO), UNESCO House, 125 avenue de Suffren, Paris. Owing to the extended annual celebrations of 

Bastille Day in France (public holiday) on 14 July, which coincides with the opening day of the meeting, 

no afternoon session will be held. The morning session will be held from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. The meeting 

will resume at 10 a.m. on Tuesday, 15 July 2014. 

2. The registration of participants began on 15 May 2014 on the meeting portal (http://conf.montreal-

protocol.org/meeting/oewg/oewg-34/gen-info/default.aspx) and will continue on site from 8 a.m. on 

Friday, 11 July 2014. Participants are encouraged to pre-register well in advance of the meeting. 

Ms. Tina Birmpili, Executive Secretary, will address representatives at the opening of the meeting. The 

Minister of Ecology, Sustainable Development and Energy of France, Ms. Ségolène Royal, will address 

representatives on the last day of the meeting, Friday, 18 July 2014. 

 2. Organizational matters 

 (a) Adoption of the agenda 

3. The provisional agenda (UNEP/OzL.Pro.WG.1/34/1) will be before the Working Group for 

adoption. Mr. Patrick McInerney (Australia) and Mr. Richard Mwendandu (Kenya) will co-chair the 

meeting. 

 (b) Organization of work 

4. The Working Group may wish to conduct its work in plenary session and to draw up a timetable 

for dealing with the items on its agenda. The co-chairs will propose options for organizing the work of the 

meeting, which the Working Group may wish to consider. 

 3. 2014 progress report of the Technology and Economic Assessment Panel 

5. The Technology and Economic Assessment Panel will present volumes 1, 2 and 3 of its 2014 

report, including the Technical Options Committee progress reports, a report on the evaluation of essential 

and critical uses, and a report on other Panel matters, which presents the status of (re)nominations and 
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challenges to the participation of experts in the Panel’s assessment work as well as an annex providing a 

list of the members of the Panel and the technical options committees as of May 2014. The Working 

Group may wish to consider the information and make recommendations, as appropriate, under the 

relevant agenda items. 

 4. Issues related to exemptions under Articles 2A–2I of the Montreal Protocol 

 (a) Nominations for essential-use exemptions for 2015 

6. The Open-ended Working Group is expected to consider the nominations of parties for 

essential-use exemptions for 2015 and the recommendations of the Technology and Economic Assessment 

Panel contained in volume 2 of its May 2014 report in respect of those nominations. The Working Group, 

after consideration of the nominations, may wish to make recommendations, as appropriate, for 

consideration by the Twenty-Sixth Meeting of the Parties in November 2014. 

 (b) Nominations for critical-use exemptions for 2015 and 2016 

7. The Working Group is expected to consider the initial review by the Technology and Economic 

Assessment Panel of parties’ requests for critical-use exemptions for methyl bromide for 2015 and 2016 

contained in volume 3 of the Panel’s May 2014 report. The nominating parties may wish to meet with the 

Methyl Bromide Technical Options Committee co-chairs and available members to discuss the interim 

recommendations. The Panel will prepare a final report on the nominations for consideration by the 

Twenty-Sixth Meeting of the Parties in November 2014. 

 5. Issues related to alternatives to ozone-depleting substances 

 (a) Report by the Technology and Economic Assessment Panel on alternatives to ozone-depleting 

substances (decision XXV/5, subparagraphs 1 (a)–(c) 

8. In decision XXV/5, paragraph 1, the Meeting of the Parties requested the Technology and 

Economic Assessment Panel, in consultation with external experts if necessary, to prepare a report for 

consideration by the Open-ended Working Group at its thirty-fourth meeting that would provide an update 

on information on alternatives to ozone-depleting substances in various sectors and subsectors, 

differentiating between parties operating under paragraph 1 of Article 5 and parties not so operating, and 

considering regional differences. An updated report on alternatives to ozone-depleting substances is to be 

submitted to the Twenty-Sixth Meeting of the Parties. The Working Group is expected to hear the Panel’s 

presentation of its report on updated information on alternatives to ozone-depleting substances, contained 

in volume 4 of the Panel’s 2014 report, and to consider what possible actions, if any, it wishes to 

recommend to the Twenty-Sixth Meeting of the Parties.  

 (b) Report by the Scientific Assessment Panel on the main climate metrics (decision XXV/5, 

paragraph 1 (d)) 

9. In decision XXV/5, paragraph 1 (d), the Meeting of the Parties requested the Scientific Assessment 

Panel, in liaison with the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change, to provide information from the 

contribution of Working Group 1 to the fifth assessment report on the main climate metrics, considering 

the updated information provided in paragraph 1 (a) to decision XXV/5. The Scientific Assessment Panel 

is expected to provide a report to the Working Group. The Working Group may wish to consider the 

information provided and make recommendations, as appropriate, for consideration by the Twenty-Sixth 

Meeting of the Parties. 

 (c) Information submitted by the parties on their implementation of paragraph 9 of decision XIX/6 

to promote a transition from ozone-depleting substances that minimizes environmental impact 

(decision XXV/5, paragraph 3) 

10.  In decision XXV/5, paragraph 3, the Meeting of the Parties encouraged parties to provide to the 

Secretariat, on a voluntary basis, information on their implementation of paragraph 9 of decision XIX/6, 

including information on available data, policies and initiatives pertaining to the promotion of a transition 

from ozone-depleting substances that minimize environmental impact wherever the required technologies 

are available. The Secretariat was requested to compile any submissions received for consideration by the 

Open-ended Working Group at its thirty-fourth meeting. The Working Group may wish to consider the 

compiled information (UNEP/OzL.Pro.WG.1/34/INF/4, annex) and make recommendations, as 

appropriate, for consideration by the Twenty-Sixth Meeting of the Parties. 
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 6. Report of the Technology and Economic Assessment Panel on the 2015–2017 

replenishment of the Multilateral Fund for the Implementation of the Montreal 

Protocol (decision XXV/8) 

11. In decision XXV/8, the Meeting of the Parties requested the Technology and Economic 

Assessment Panel to prepare a report on the appropriate level of the 2015–2017 replenishment of the 

Multilateral Fund for submission to the Twenty-Sixth Meeting of the Parties, and to submit it through the 

Open-ended Working Group at its thirty-fourth meeting. The Working Group is expected to hear a 

presentation on the report of the Technology and Economic Assessment Panel’s replenishment task force, 

contained in volume 6 of the Panel’s 2014 report, whose summary is contained in the addendum to the 

note by the Secretariat (UNEP/OzL.Pro.WG.1/34/2/Add.1) and to begin discussions on the 2015–2017 

replenishment of the Multilateral Fund for the Implementation of the Montreal Protocol. 

 7. Outcome of the workshop on hydrofluorocarbon management (decision XXV/5, 

paragraph 2) 

12. In decision XXV/5, paragraph 2, the Meeting of the Parties decided to convene a workshop, back 

to back with the thirty-fourth meeting of the Open-ended Working Group, to continue discussions on 

hydrofluorocarbon management. A summary of the outcome of the workshop 

(UNEP/OzL.Pro.WG.1/34/6) will be presented to the Working Group by the workshop rapporteurs. The 

Working Group may wish to consider the outcome of the workshop and to make recommendations, as 

appropriate, for consideration by the Twenty-Sixth Meeting of the Parties. 

  8. Organizational issues related to the Technology and Economic Assessment Panel 

 (a) Renomination of co-chairs and members of the Technology and Economic Assessment Panel and 

its technical options committees (decision XXIII/10, paragraph 11) 

13. The Working Group is expected to consider the status of renominations of members of the 

technical options committees in response to the invitation to the parties set out in paragraph 11 of decision 

XXIII/10, and to take action, as appropriate. The Technology and Economic Assessment Panel is expected 

to provide an update on the matter prior to the Twenty-Sixth Meeting of the Parties. 

 (b) Update on processes of the Technology and Economic Assessment Panel for the nomination of 

members of its technical options committees (decision XXV/6, subparagraph 2 (a)) 

14. The Working Group, in accordance with decision XXV/6, paragraph 2 (a), is expected to consider 

the update on the processes of the Technology and Economic Assessment Panel for the nomination of 

members to its technical options committees. The report of the Panel in response to decision XXV/6 is 

contained in volume 5 of its May 2014 report. The Working Group may wish to consider the information 

and make recommendations, as appropriate, for consideration by the Twenty-Sixth Meeting of the Parties. 

 (c) Proposed configuration of the technical options committees from 1 January 2015 (decision 

XXV/6, paragraph 2 (b)) 

15. The Working Group, in accordance with decision XXV/6, paragraph 2 (b), is expected to consider 

the report of the Technology and Economic Assessment Panel on the proposed configuration of the 

technical options committees from 1 January 2015. The report of the Panel on its response to decision 

XXV/6 is contained in volume 5 of its May 2014 report. The Working Group may wish to consider the 

information and make recommendations, as appropriate, for consideration by the Twenty-Sixth Meeting of 

the Parties. 

 (d) Options for streamlining the Technology and Economic Assessment Panel’s annual technology 

updates to the parties (decision XXV/6, subparagraph 2 (c)) 

16. The Working Group, in accordance with decision XXV/6, paragraph 2 (c), is expected to consider 

the report of the Technology and Economic Assessment Panel on any appropriate options to streamline its 

annual technology updates to the parties. The report of the Panel on its response to decision XXV/6 is 

contained in volume 5 of its May 2014 report. The Working Group may wish to consider the information 

and make recommendations, as appropriate, for consideration by the Twenty-Sixth Meeting of the Parties. 
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 9. Proposed adjustments and amendments to the Montreal Protocol 

17. The Working Group is expected to consider proposals for amendments to the Montreal Protocol 

submitted pursuant to Article 9 of the Vienna Convention for the Protection of the Ozone Layer and 

paragraph 10 of Article 2 of the Montreal Protocol. The Secretariat received two proposals for 

amendments to the Montreal Protocol in May 2014, one joint proposal from Canada, Mexico and the 

United States of America (UNEP/OzL.Pro.25/4, annex) and one from the Federated States of Micronesia 

(UNEP/OzL.Pro.25/5, annex), both seeking to amend the Protocol to phase down hydrofluorocarbons. The 

Working Group is expected to make recommendations on the proposals, as appropriate, for consideration 

by the Twenty-Sixth Meeting of the Parties. 

 10. Update on liaison by the Secretariat with the organizers of the Third 

International Conference on Small Island Developing States regarding 

implementation of the Montreal Protocol by those States (decision XXV/9) 

18. The Working Group, in accordance with decision XXV/9, is expected to hear an update from the 

Secretariat on its liaison with the organizers of the Third International Conference on Small Island 

Developing States regarding implementation of the Montreal Protocol by those States. The Secretariat’s 

update on the matter is contained in its note on issues for discussion by and information for the attention of 

the Open-ended Working Group of the Parties to the Montreal Protocol at its thirty-fourth meeting 

(UNEP/OzL.Pro.WG.1/34/2) and its addendum (UNEP/OzL.Pro.WG.1/34/2/Add.1). The Working Group 

may wish to consider the information contained in the Secretariat’s update and make any 

recommendations, as appropriate, for consideration by the Twenty-Sixth Meeting of the Parties. 

 11. Other matters 

19. The Working Group may wish to discuss other matters raised by parties at the time the agenda is 

adopted or prior to the closure of the meeting. 

 12. Adoption of the report 

20. The draft report of the thirty-fourth meeting of the Open-ended Working Group will be presented 

for adoption on Friday, 18 July 2014. 

 13. Closure of the meeting 

21. The thirty-fourth meeting of the Open-ended Working Group is scheduled to close on Friday, 

18 July 2014. 

 

   

 


