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  Note by the Secretariat 

 I. Introduction 

1. Section II of the present note sets out a summary of the issues on the provisional agenda for 

the thirty-fourth meeting of the Open-ended Working Group of the Parties to the Montreal Protocol on 

Substances that Deplete the Ozone Layer. Information from and recommendations by the Technology 

and Economic Assessment Panel regarding several of those issues will be contained in the Panel’s 

2014 progress report. When the progress report is completed the Secretariat will prepare an addendum 

to the present note that will summarize the Panel’s findings on those issues.  

2. Section III of the present note sets out information on matters that the Secretariat would like to 

bring to the parties’ attention. Those matters include information on efforts being made on sustainable 

development goals; clarification regarding a scientific study that has been widely reported on by the 

press; the status of ratification of amendments to the Montreal Protocol; matters related to the 

scheduling and venue of the Twenty-Sixth Meeting of the Parties to the Montreal Protocol, to be held 

jointly with the tenth meeting of the Conference of the Parties to the Vienna Convention for the 

Protection of the Ozone Layer; and other matters. 

 II. Summary of issues for discussion by the Open-ended Working 

Group at its thirty-fourth meeting 

  Agenda item 3  

  2014 progress report of the Technology and Economic Assessment Panel 

3. The 2014 progress report of the Technology and Economic Assessment Panel is expected to be 

finalized at the end of May 2014. Thus the information and recommendations of the Panel relevant to 

matters on the provisional agenda will be provided in the addendum to the present note to be issued at 

a later date.  

                                                           
*
 UNEP/OzL.Pro.WG.1/34/1. 
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  Agenda item 4  

  Issues related to exemptions under Article 2A–2I of the Montreal Protocol  

  (a) Nominations for essential-use exemptions for 2015  

4. In accordance with decision IV/25, China submitted two requests for essential-use exemptions, 

one for the use of 217.34 tonnes of chlorofluorocarbons (CFCs) for metered-dose inhalers in 2015 and 

another for the use of 90 tonnes of carbon tetrachloride for laboratory and analytical uses in each of 

2015 and 2016. The Russian Federation submitted a request for the use of 75 metric tonnes of 

CFC-113 in 2015 for certain applications in the aerospace industry. That submission was received on 

12-March 2014, several weeks after the deadline of 31 January required by paragraph 8 of decision 

VIII/9.  

5. The Medical Technical Options Committee of the Technology and Economic Assessment 

Panel met in Manchester, United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, from 2 to 4 March 

2014 to, inter alia, review the exemption requests for metered-dose inhalers and to prepare its 

recommendations on those requests. The Panel’s Chemicals Technical Options Committee met in 

Madrid from 8 to 10 March 2014 and considered, among other things, the exemption requested by the 

Russian Federation for aerospace uses. The Secretariat’s addendum to the present note will include a 

summary of the Panels’ recommendations on those requests. In the meantime, the nominations are 

presented in table 1 below.  

Table 1 

Essential-use nominations for CFCs submitted in 2014 for 2015 and 2016 (in metric tonnes)  

Party Approved for 2014 Nominated for 2015 Nominated for 2016 

Parties not operating 

under paragraph 1 of 

Article 5 

   

Russian Federation 

(aerospace)  
85 75  

Subtotal  75  

Parties operating under 

paragraph 1 of Article 5 
   

China (Metered-dose 

inhalers) 
235.05 217.34  

China (Laboratory and 

analytical uses) 
 90 90 

Subtotal   307.34  

Total  382.34  

 (b) Nominations for critical-use exemptions for 2015 and 2016 

6. The Methyl Bromide Technical Options Committee met in Stellenbosch, South Africa, from 

31 March to 4 April 2014. The Committee’s three subcommittees met in parallel and also together in 

plenary sessions. The decisions of the Committee were adopted by consensus. Among the items on the 

agenda was the evaluation of nominations for methyl bromide critical-use exemptions and interim 

recommendations on the quantity of methyl bromide eligible for such exemptions. In 2014, three 

parties operating under paragraph 1 of Article 5 (Argentina, China and Mexico) submitted six 

nominations for the first time for critical use exemptions in 2015. Three parties not operating under 

Article 5 of the Protocol (Australia, Canada and the United States of America) submitted four 

nominations for critical uses of methyl bromide for 2016. Three of the nominations were for soil 

applications and one was for a commodity application. 

7. The Panel’s interim recommendations will be summarized in the Secretariat’s addendum to the 

present note. In the meantime, the parties submitting critical-use exemption nominations in 2014 and 

the quantities that they have nominated are listed in table 2. 
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Table 2 

Summary of the nominations for 2015 and 2016 critical-use exemptions for methyl bromide 

submitted in 2014 (in metric tonnes) 

Non-Article 5 parties and sector Nomination for 2016 

1. Australia 

Strawberry runners 

 

29.760 

2. Canada 

Strawberry runners 

 

5.261 

3. United States of America 

Strawberry fruit 

Cured pork 

 

231.540 

3.240 

Subtotal 269.801 

Article 5 parties and sector Nomination for 2015 

4. Argentina 

Strawberry fruit 

Green pepper and tomato 

 

 

100.000 

145.000 

5. China 

Ginger protected 

Ginger open field 

 

 

30.000 

90.000 

6. Mexico 

Strawberry nursery 

Raspberry nursery 

 

70.000 

70.000 

Subtotal 505.000 

  Agenda item 5 

  Issues related to alternatives to ozone-depleting substances 

(a) Report by the Technology and Economic Assessment Panel on additional information on 

alternatives to ozone-depleting substances (decision XXV/5, paragraph 1 (a)-(c)) 

8. In decision XXV/5, paragraph 1, the parties requested the Technology and Economic 

Assessment Panel, in consultation with external experts if necessary, to prepare a report for 

consideration by the Open-ended Working Group at the current meeting and an updated version of the 

report for consideration by the Twenty-Sixth Meeting of the Parties. Subparagraph 1 (a) of the 

decision specified that the report should provide updated information on alternatives to 

ozone-depleting substances in various sectors and subsectors, differentiating between parties operating 

under paragraph 1 of Article 5 and parties not so operating and assessing the various aspects of the 

alternatives including their commercial availability, energy efficiency, economic viability and cost 

effectiveness, suitability for high ambient temperatures and safety, among other things. The Panel was 

also requested to estimate current and future demand for alternatives, taking into account increased 

demand, in particular in the refrigeration and air-conditioning sectors and in parties operating under 

paragraph 1 of Article 5, and to assess the economic costs and implications and environmental benefits 

of various scenarios of avoiding high-global-warming-potential alternatives for parties operating under 

paragraph 1 of Article 5 and parties not so operating.   

9. The Panel established a task force in response to decision XXV/5. In accordance with the 

decision, a report by the task force will be issued as part of the 2014 progress report of the Panel for 

consideration by the Open-ended Working Group at its thirty-fourth meeting. The addendum to the 

present note will include a summary of the task force’s report. 

(b) Report by the Scientific Assessment Panel on the main climate metrics (decision XXV/5, 

subparagraph 1 (d)) 

10. In subparagraph 1 (d) of decision XXV/5, the Scientific Assessment Panel was requested to 

provide, in liaison with the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change, information from the 

contribution of Working Group 1 to the fifth assessment report on the main climate metrics of 

alternatives to ozone-depleting substances, considering the updated information provided by the 
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Technology and Economic Assessment Panel in accordance with paragraph 1 (a) of the decision. The 

report of the Panel is expected to be presented to the Open-ended Working Group at the current 

meeting.  

(c) Information submitted by the parties on their implementation of paragraph 9 of decision 

XIX/6 to promote a transition from ozone-depleting substances that minimizes 

environmental impact (decision XXV/5, paragraph 3) 

11. In accordance with paragraph 3 of decision XXV/5, in response to an invitation by the 

Secretariat eight parties submitted information on their implementation of paragraph 9 of decision 

XIX/6, including information on available data, policies and initiatives pertaining to the promotion of 

a transition from ozone-depleting substances that minimizes environmental impact wherever the 

required technologies are available. In accordance with the decision, the Secretariat will be compiling 

the information received in a note (UNEP/OzL.Pro.WG.1/34/3) for consideration by the Open-ended 

Working Group. The Open-ended Working Group may wish to consider the information and 

recommend a way forward for consideration by the Twenty-Sixth Meeting of the Parties.   

  Agenda item 6  

  Report of the Technology and Economic Assessment Panel on the 2015–2017 

replenishment of the Multilateral Fund for the Implementation of the 

Montreal Protocol (decision XXV/8)) 

12. In decision XXV/8, the Technology and Economic Assessment Panel was requested to prepare 

a report on the appropriate level of the 2015–2017 replenishment of the Multilateral Fund for 

submission to the Twenty-Sixth Meeting of the Parties through the Open–ended Working Group at its 

thirty-fourth meeting. In preparing the report the Panel was requested to take into account all control 

measures and relevant decisions of the parties and the Executive Committee of the Multilateral Fund 

for the Implementation of the Montreal Protocol, including those pertaining to the special needs of 

low-volume-consuming and very-low-volume-consuming countries and small and medium-sized 

enterprises; resources needed by all parties operating under paragraph 1 of Article 5 to maintain 

compliance with the control measures, including the 2013, 2015 and 2020 obligations in respect of 

Articles 2F and 2H of the Protocol; the division, in an appropriate manner under various scenarios for 

the next two replenishments, of the funding relating to the 2020 target for consumption and production 

of hydrochlorofluorocarbons (HCFCs); rules and guidelines agreed upon by the Executive Committee 

for determining eligibility for the funding of various projects; and resources needed for the servicing 

sector. 

13. The parties also decided in paragraph 3 of the same decision that the Panel should provide 

indicative figures for additional resources that would be needed to enable parties operating under 

paragraph 1 of Article 5 gradually to avoid high-global-warming-potential alternatives to 

ozone-depleting substances, taking into account the availability of safe, environmentally friendly, 

technically proven and economically viable technologies. 

14. The Panel is also to provide indicative figures for replenishment for the periods 2018–2020 

and 2021–2023 needed to support a stable and sufficient level of funding, on the understanding that 

those figures will be updated in subsequent replenishment studies. 

15. In response to decision XXV/8 the Panel established a task force. The report of the task force 

will be issued as part of the Panel’s 2014 progress report. A summary of the task force report will be 

included in the addendum to the present report. 

  Agenda item 7 

  Outcome of the workshop on hydrofluorocarbon management (decision 

XXV/5, paragraph 2) 

16. By paragraph 2 of decision XXV/5, the parties decided to convene a workshop, back to back 

with the thirty-fourth meeting of the Open-ended Working Group, to continue discussions on 

hydrofluorocarbon management.  

17. In January 2014, the Secretariat sent a letter to the parties as well as to relevant organizations 

inviting inputs and suggestions for the agenda and the format of the workshop in order to ensure that 

the workshop would address the issues of concern and interest to all the parties and stakeholders. At 

least sixty parties and ten organizations provided suggestions, which the Secretariat has taken into 

account in formulating the provisional programme of the workshop. The provisional programme will 
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be distributed together with its annotation in early May 2014. The workshop will be convened on 

11 and 12 July 2014.  

18. The rapporteurs for the workshop will present a summary of the outcome to the Open-ended 

Working Group at the current meeting. The Working Group may wish to consider the information 

provided.  

  Agenda item 8  

  Organizational issues related to the Technology and Economic Assessment 

Panel  

(a) Renomination of co-chairs and members of the Technology and Economic Assessment Panel 

and its technical options committees (decision XXIII/10) 

19. In paragraph 10 of decision XXIII/10, the Meeting of the Parties decided that at its twenty-fifth 

and twenty-sixth meetings it might revisit the status of the membership of the Panel and its technical 

options committees if parties needed more time to submit nominations. In paragraph 11 of the same 

decision the Meeting of the Parties invited parties having co-chairs and members serving on the Panel 

and its technical options committees to submit renominations in line with paragraphs 7, 8 and 9 of the 

decision, which specified that members would serve terms of up to four years, that they could be 

renominated for additional periods of up to four years each and that the terms of all current members 

of the Panel and technical options committees would expire in 2013 and 2014, respectively, in the 

absence of reappointment by the parties prior to that time. 

20. The renomination and reappointment of the co-chairs and members were considered at the 

Twenty-Fifth Meeting of the Parties, at which the parties adopted decision XXV/7.  

21. In line with decision XXIII/10, as well as the new terms of reference of the Technology and 

Economic Assessment Panel and its technical options committees, the technical options committees 

have been working on renominations and reappointments of their members as well as on new 

nominations and appointments. The status of their efforts will be described in the Panel’s 2014 

progress report for information and appropriate action by the parties. It will also be summarized in the 

addendum to the present note. It is expected that the efforts of the Panel and the committees will 

continue up to the time of the Twenty-Sixth Meeting of the Parties and that an update will be provided 

by the Panel for further consideration by the parties at that meeting. 

(b) Update on processes of the Technology and Economic Assessment Panel for the nomination of 

members of its technical options committees (decision XXV/6, subparagraph 2 (a)) 

22. In decision XXV/6, subparagraph 2 (a), the Technology and Economic Assessment Panel was 

requested to provide, in its 2014 progress report, an update on its processes for the nomination of 

members of its technical options committees. As mentioned in the preceding paragraph 21, the Panel 

will provide an update on the renomination and reappointment of members as well as on new 

nominations and appointments. Any additional updates on the processes will also be included in the 

Panels’ 2014 progress report for consideration by the parties and will be summarized in the addendum 

to the present note. The Working Group may wish to make recommendations, if any, on the matter to 

the Twenty-Sixth Meeting of the Parties. 

19.  (c) Proposed configuration of the technical options committees from 1 January 2015 (decision 

XXV/6, subparagraph 2 (b)) 

23. In decision XXV/6, subparagraph 2 (b), the Technology and Economic Assessment Panel was 

requested to provide in its 2014 progress report information on the proposed configuration of the 

technical options committees from 1 January 2015. A summary of such information will be included 

in the addendum to the present note. The Working Group may wish to consider the proposals of the 

Panel and make recommendations as appropriate to the Twenty-Sixth Meeting of the Parties. 

20.  (d) Options for streamlining the Technology and Economic Assessment Panel’s annual technology 

updates to the parties (decision XXV/6, subparagraph 2 (c)) 

24. In decision XXV/6, subparagraph 2 (c), the Technology and Economic Assessment Panel was 

requested to include in its 2014 progress report any options that it considered appropriate for 

streamlining the technology updates that the Panel provides to the parties. Any recommendations of 

the Panel on the matter will be included in the addendum to the present note for consideration by the 

Working Group.  
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  Agenda item 9  

  Proposed adjustments and amendments to the Montreal Protocol 

25. The Working Group is expected to consider any proposals for adjustments submitted pursuant 

to paragraph 9 of Article 2 of the Protocol and amendments to the Protocol submitted pursuant to 

Article 9 of the Vienna Convention for the Protection of the Ozone Layer and paragraph 10 of 

Article 2 of the Protocol. In accordance with the procedure specified in the Convention and the 

Protocol, any proposals for adjustments or amendments must be submitted six months prior to the 

meeting at which they are to be considered. The deadline for the submission of proposals to be 

considered at the Twenty-Sixth Meeting of the Parties, which is scheduled to begin on 17 November 

2014, is therefore 17 May 2014. As at 17 May 2014, two proposals for amendments had been received 

by the Secretariat. One is a joint proposal by Canada, Mexico and the United States 

(UNEP/OzL.Pro.WG.1/34/4, annex) and the other is a separate proposal by the Federated States of 

Micronesia (UNEP/OzL.Pro.WG.1/34/5, annex). Both proposals seek to amend the Montreal Protocol 

by phasing down hydrofluorocarbons, which are being used predominantly as replacements for 

ozone-depleting substances being phased out under the Montreal Protocol.  

  Agenda item 10  

  Update on liaison by the Secretariat with the organizers of the Third 

International Conference on Small Island Developing States regarding 

implementation of the Montreal Protocol by those States (decision XXV/9) 

26. Decision XXV/9, on the implementation of the Montreal Protocol with regard to small island 

developing States, requested the Secretariat to liaise with the organizers of the Third International 

Conference on Small Island Developing States, to be held in Apia from 1 to 4 September 2014, with a 

view to promoting discussions on the challenges associated with the implementation of the Montreal 

Protocol, and to report to the parties on the outcome of that liaison at the thirty-fourth meeting of the 

Open-ended Working Group. 

27. In December 2013, decision XXV/9 was communicated to the Department of Economic and 

Social Affairs of the Secretariat of the United Nations, which is organizing the Conference on 

Small Island Developing States in cooperation with the Government of Samoa. The first meeting of 

the preparatory committee for the Conference was held in New York from 24 to 26 February 2014 to 

discuss the objectives and substantive theme of the Conference as well as organizational and 

procedural matters. Working with the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP), the Ozone 

Secretariat brought decision XXV/9 to the attention of the preparatory committee through a note on 

the challenges faced by small island developing States in implementing the Montreal Protocol and 

delivered a corresponding statement at the committee’s meeting. The meeting resulted in a zero draft 

outcome document to be further negotiated at future meetings in the preparatory process and at the 

Conference itself. The outcome document, along with a letter by the co-chairs of the preparatory 

committee, is available on the website of the Department of Economic and Social Affairs 

(http://www.sids2014.org/index.php?menu=1537). The Ozone Secretariat sent the outcome document 

to the ozone focal points of small island developing States along with a letter encouraging them to 

liaise with their Government counterparts participating in the meetings leading up to the Conference to 

ensure that Montreal Protocol issues of concern to them, such as environmental programmes that 

support the protection of both the ozone layer and the climate, are reflected in future versions of the 

outcome document in line with the spirit of decision XXV/9. 

28. The Secretariat has been liaising with UNEP and the organizers of the Conference and 

providing input on Montreal Protocol issues, as appropriate. Any updates on the implementation of 

decision XXV/9 will be included in the addendum to the present note. 

 III. Matters that the Secretariat would like to bring to the parties’ 

attention 

 A. Sustainable development goals 

29. Since the 2012 United Nations Conference on Sustainable Development, and with the 2015 

deadline for the Millennium Development Goals looming, the international community has made a 

major effort to articulate a new agenda for development, including a set of sustainable development 

goals for the period beyond 2015. In order to provide information to the parties on the international 

processes to define a sustainable development agenda and the importance of goals, targets and 

indicators to sustainable development processes, and to bring to their attention the relevance of the 

inclusion of stratospheric ozone protection in those processes, the Secretariat issued an information 

http://www.sids2014.org/index.php?menu=1537
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document at the thirty-third meeting of the Open-ended Working Group (see 

UNEP/OzL.Pro.WG.1/33/INF/4). A side event was also convened at that meeting, at the initiative of 

Japan and Kenya and with the support of several other parties, to discuss those international processes 

and the need to incorporate aspects of ozone layer protection in sustainable development goals.  

30. The Secretariat has been working with UNEP on the issue by providing inputs on the inclusion 

of goals and targets relevant to ozone layer protection into sustainable development goals. UNEP, with 

other partners, is working with other organizations to identify and develop environmental goals and 

indicators with a view to integrating them into the social and economic dimensions of sustainable 

development. The effort is part of the work undertaken by an inter-agency technical support team that 

brings together the expertise of over 40 United Nations entities that are working on the development 

and identification of sustainable development goals to support the Open Working Group on 

Sustainable Development Goals of the General Assembly, which is expected to submit a proposal for 

sustainable development goals to the General Assembly at its sixty-eighth session, in 2014. The 

technical support team works under the umbrella of the United Nations system task team established 

by the Secretary-General to advance thinking on the global development agenda beyond 2015. 

31. The parties may wish to consider the above information and provide guidance to the 

Secretariat as appropriate.  

 B. Newly identified ozone-depleting substances in the atmosphere 

32. An article was published on 9 March 2014 in the journal Nature Geoscience entitled "Newly 

detected ozone depleting substances in the atmosphere". The article, written by reputable scientists, 

claimed that atmospheric concentrations of three chlorofluorocarbons (CFCs) (CFC-112, CFC-112a 

and CFC-113a) and one HCFC (HCFC-133a) had grown, with concentrations of CFC-113a and 

HCFC-133a still growing considerably. The article generated substantial press coverage, with several 

articles wrongly stating that the increase could be attributed to inadequacies in the Montreal Protocol. 

The four substances mentioned in the article are isomers of ozone-depleting substances listed under 

the Montreal Protocol and are therefore controlled substances that should have been phased out 

following the relevant phase-out schedules. The Montreal Protocol does not require separate reporting 

for isomers, however, and data relating to isomers are included with the data for the substances listed 

in the Annexes of the Montreal Protocol. The article is under review by the Scientific Assessment 

Panel as part of its 2014 assessment, due to be completed by the end of the year. The Co-Chairs of the 

Panel are expected to give a short presentation on the issue to the Working Group at the current 

meeting. 

 C. Financial issues 

33. In addition to an indicative financial report of the sort that the Secretariat issues annually for 

the meetings of the Open-ended Working Group, the Secretariat has issued an information note on 

financial and budgetary issues of importance (UNEP/OzL.Pro.WG.1/34/INF/2). The note provides 

information on changes in the presentation of the financial statements as at 31 December 2013 for the 

trust funds of the Vienna Convention and the Montreal Protocol as a result of the adoption of the 

International Public Sector Accounting Standards; the cost implications of delivering the work of the 

assessment panels; and a recent internal audit and its preliminary results. While most of the issues are 

for the information of the parties to ensure transparency and clarity in the operation of the Secretariat, 

the Secretariat would appreciate careful consideration of the assessment panel funding situation in 

particular and guidance on the way forward at the current meeting of the Open-ended Working Group 

as well as at the Twenty-Sixth Meeting of the Parties. 

 D. Application of paragraph 8 of Article 4 of the Montreal Protocol to the 

Beijing Amendment to the Montreal Protocol and efforts to promote 

ratification of pending amendments to the Protocol 

34. By paragraphs 1 quin and 2 quin of Article 4 of the Montreal Protocol, the import and export 

of HCFCs to non-parties to the Beijing Amendment to the Montreal Protocol was banned with effect 

from 1 January 2004 for parties not operating under paragraph 1 of Article 5 and from 1 January 2013 

for parties operating under that paragraph. Since the last meeting of the parties, in October 2013, there 

has been progress with the ratification of the Montreal and Beijing Amendments to the Protocol. 

Universal ratification of the Montreal Amendment was achieved on 15 April 2014 and the Beijing 

Amendment awaits ratification by two remaining parties to achieve universal ratification. Those two 

parties are Kazakhstan and Mauritania. 

35. Should the two countries wish to be exempted from the application of trade restrictions that 

will apply to them as non-parties to the Beijing Amendment, they will need to submit a request for 

http://www.nature.com/ngeo/journal/vaop/ncurrent/full/ngeo2109.html
http://www.nature.com/ngeo/journal/vaop/ncurrent/full/ngeo2109.html
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consideration by the parties to determine if they are in full compliance with Article 2, Articles 2A–2I 

and Article 4 of the Protocol, including the Beijing Amendment. The exemption, if granted, would last 

for one year. 

36. The parties may wish to urge Kazakhstan and Mauritania to ratify the Beijing Amendment as 

soon as possible so as to avoid trade restrictions in respect of ozone-depleting substances.  

 E. Secretariat missions 

37. In accordance with the parties’ directives on participation in or monitoring of activities in other 

forums, the Secretariat has participated in and contributed to several meetings since the Twenty-Fifth 

Meeting of the Parties in 2013. Specifically, the Secretariat has attended Technology and Economic 

Assessment Panel meeting in Montreal and has attended or will attend regional network meetings and 

associated meetings on special topics in Bosnia and Herzegovina, Egypt (along with the global methyl 

bromide workshop), Ethiopia, the Lao People’s Democratic Republic, Sri Lanka, Suriname and Tonga. 

Furthermore, the Secretariat attended the seventy-first and seventy-second meetings of the Executive 

Committee of the Multilateral Fund in December 2013 and May 2014, respectively; the tenth meeting 

of the Committee for Administering the Mechanism for Promoting Implementation and Compliance of 

the Basel Convention, along with the President of the Implementation Committee under the 

Non-Compliance Procedure for the Montreal Protocol, in December 2013; the first meeting of the 

preparatory committee for the Third International Conference on Small Island Developing States, 

which took place in New York in March 2014; and a meeting of the Inter-Agency and Expert Group 

on Millennium Development Goals Indicators in New York. A mission to Botswana was also 

undertaken in April 2014 at the invitation of the Government for consultations on completing the 

establishment of an import and export licensing system for ozone-depleting substances. The 

Secretariat is also expected to participate in the second meeting of the preparatory committee for the 

Third International Conference on Small Island Developing States, which will take place in New York 

in June 2014, as well as a meeting on the 2014 scientific assessment of ozone depletion set to take 

place in Les Diablerets, Switzerland, in the same month. Updated information on these missions will 

be included in the addendum to the present note. 

 F.  Information dissemination efforts 

38. Information on progress in the phase-out of ozone depleting substances may now be 

disseminated through a new UNEP knowledge management platform, known as UNEP Live 

(www.unep.org/uneplive). Data on the production and consumption of ozone-depleting substances, 

which is already published on the Secretariat’s website (http://ozone.unep.org) and via the Millennium 

Development Goals Indicators website (http://mdgs.un.org), can now be published on UNEP Live as 

well. UNEP Live is an online platform that allows rapid access to recent and credible scientific 

information on the state of the environment. It is a web-based application for keeping the environment 

and emerging issues under review, providing access to national, regional and global data sets and 

providing mapping and publishing tools that make information more comprehensible and 

user-friendly. 

39. The Secretariat has been working to create a new website, building on the existing one in order 

to improve communication with the parties to the ozone treaties, all stakeholders and the general 

public through easier and more user-friendly access to information. The effort has involved 

consolidating the new and old sites that were running simultaneously and opening the site to enable 

the posting of breaking news from parties and the scientific community. Before making the website 

publicly accessible, the Secretariat invited parties and organizations to comment on its format and 

content and to make suggestions for improving it further. The Secretariat intends to operationalize the 

website in May 2014 and to continue to work on its further improvement. 

 G. Organizational issues regarding the Twenty-Sixth Meeting of the Parties 

40. Further to decision XXV/21, by which the Meeting of the Parties decided to convene the 

Twenty-Sixth Meeting of the Parties at the seat of the Secretariat, in Nairobi, or at any other 

United Nations venue, in November 2014, the Secretariat has confirmed the dates of the meeting as 

17–21 November 2014. The tentative venue is Nairobi. The Secretariat has explored other possible 

United Nations venues including Rome, Panama City, Geneva, Montreal, Vienna, Copenhagen, Bonn, 

Bangkok and Paris. Nairobi and Paris are the two available venues, and the Secretariat is looking into 

costs, cost effectiveness and other parameters with regard to the two venues. Confirmation of venue 

will be communicated in due course. 

 
   

 

http://ozone.unep.org/
http://mdgs.un.org/

