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Note by the Secretariat

I. Introduction

1. The present note provides an overview of the issues on the provisional agenda of the
forty-eighth meeting of the Open-ended Working Group of the Parties to the Montreal Protocol on
Substances that Deplete the Ozone Layer. Section II contains a summary of issues for discussion by
the Open-ended Working Group. Section III contains information that is not planned for discussion by
the Open-ended Working Group at its forty-eighth meeting but is relevant to the Thirty-Eighth
Meeting of the Parties to the Montreal Protocol and associated events. That information includes
information on the status of the implementation of decisions requesting action by the Thirty-Eighth
Meeting of the Parties, such as on enhancing regional atmospheric monitoring of substances controlled
by the Montreal Protocol; information on submissions from parties in response to decision XXXVI/3
on emissions of HFC-23 and on the preparation of updates by the Technology and Economic
Assessment Panel and the Scientific Assessment Panel to their HFC-23 reports prepared in response to
decision XXXVII/2; information from parties on national and regional initiatives to support the
implementation of the Kigali Amendment to the Montreal Protocol; and information on recycled,
reused and unwanted controlled substances.

2. Further information on a number of items on the provisional agenda will be provided in an
addendum to the present note (UNEP/OzL.Pro.WG.1/48/2/Add.1) once volumes 1 (the progress
report) and 2 (the report of the task force established in response to decision XXXVII/6) of the 2026
report of the Technology and Economic Assessment Panel have been finalized. The two volumes are
expected to be issued in May 2026 and will be posted on the portal of the forty-eighth meeting of the
Open-ended Working Group. Volume 2 will relate to item 3 of the provisional agenda, on the
2027-2029 replenishment of the Multilateral Fund for the Implementation of the Montreal Protocol,
and volume 1 will relate to item 4, on presentations by the Technology and Economic Assessment
Panel on its 2026 progress report and discussions on key topics covered by the report, including on
issues that parties requested the Panel to address in the report. The addendum will include a summary
of the two volumes as well as updates to the information provided by the Secretariat in the present
note.

* UNEP/OzL.Pro.WG.1/48/1.
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II.

3. Issues that are not directly related to the implementation of the Montreal Protocol or decisions
of the Meetings of the Parties but still of possible interest to the parties will be addressed in an
information note on issues that the Secretariat would like to bring to the attention of the parties
(UNEP/OzL.Pro.WG.1/48/INF/2). That note will include information on activities conducted by the
Secretariat, its cooperation with and contributions to the work of the United Nations Environment
Programme and other bodies, and its participation in relevant activities and meetings since the
Thirty-Seventh Meeting of the Parties to the Montreal Protocol, which was held from 3 to

7 November 2025.

Summary of issues for discussion by the Open-ended Working
Group at its forty-eighth meeting

Agenda item 3

Report of the Technology and Economic Assessment Panel on the
2027-2029 replenishment of the Multilateral Fund for the Implementation
of the Montreal Protocol (decision XXXVII1/6)

4. The Thirty-Seventh Meeting of the Parties adopted decision XXXVII/6 on the terms of
reference for the study on the 2027-2029 replenishment of the Multilateral Fund for the
Implementation of the Montreal Protocol. In that decision, the Technology and Economic Assessment
Panel was requested to prepare a report for submission to the Thirty-Eighth Meeting of the Parties and
to submit it through the Open-ended Working Group at its forty-eighth meeting, to enable the
Thirty-Eighth Meeting of the Parties to adopt a decision on the appropriate level of the 2027-2029
replenishment of the Multilateral Fund.

5. The Panel was requested, in preparing the report, to take into account all control measures and
decisions agreed on by the Meetings of the Parties up to and including the Thirty-Seventh Meeting of
the Parties and by the Executive Committee of the Multilateral Fund up to and including at its
ninety-eighth meeting; the special needs of low-volume-consuming and very-low-volume-consuming
countries; the need to allocate resources to enable all parties operating under paragraph 1 of Article 5
of the Montreal Protocol (Article 5 parties) to comply with all hydrofluorocarbon (HFC) control
measures and their commitments under approved hydrochlorofluorocarbon (HCFC) phase-out
management plans and the Kigali implementation plans; the integration of digital technologies and
tools within the servicing sector; and a scenario to allocate resources for a funding modality to support
a limited number of pilot projects to enhance regional atmospheric monitoring of controlled
substances.

6. The Panel was also requested, in estimating funding requirements associated with the
reduction targets, to use a clearly explained compliance-based methodology that was informed by, but
independent of, the business plan of the Multilateral Fund and that applied a range of
cost-effectiveness figures for the manufacturing sectors based on historical experience rather than only
on the cost-effectiveness thresholds approved by the Executive Committee. Furthermore, the Panel
was requested to prepare, separately from the main estimated funding requirement, scenarios for
varying numbers of Article 5 parties that had not yet submitted Kigali implementation plans for
phasing down HFCs in advance of the Protocol targets on a voluntary basis.

7. Finally, the Panel was requested to provide indicative replenishment figures for the periods
2030-2032 and 20332035 to support a stable and sufficient level of funding, on the understanding
that those figures would be updated in subsequent replenishment studies.

8. In the second half of 2025, the Secretariat, in consultation with the co-chairs and relevant
members of the Technology and Economic Assessment Panel, provided expert support to the Panel in
estimating the levels of the 2027—-2029 replenishment of the Multilateral Fund. The support was
focused on updating and improving the costing model used by the Panel to enhance its functionality,
flexibility, transparency and accessibility and enable parties to better understand the various
replenishment scenarios and conclusions.

9. In response to decision XXXVII/6, the Panel established a task force. The report of the task
force will be issued as volume 2 of the Panel’s 2026 report. A summary of the report will be included
in the addendum to the present note.
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Agenda item 4

Presentations by the Technology and Economic Assessment Panel on its
2026 progress report

Halon 1301 and its continuing use in the aviation industry; management of other
controlled substances used for fire suppression (decision XXXVII/4)

10. The Thirty-Seventh Meeting of the Parties adopted decision XXXVII/4, through which, in
paragraph 1, it requested the Ozone Secretariat to liaise with the secretariat of the International Civil
Aviation Organization (ICAO) on the matter of fire suppression agents controlled under the Montreal
Protocol and facilitate the exchange of information between the Technology and Economic
Assessment Panel, through its Fire Suppression Technical Options Committee, and the relevant ICAO
technical committees and working groups. The request was intended to enable the Panel to better
assess the future use of and need for halons in civil aviation.

11. On 4 February 2026, the Secretariat wrote to ICAO to inform it of the adoption of decision
XXXVII/4 and to welcome close cooperation between the relevant bodies of ICAO and the
Technology and Economic Assessment Panel and its Fire Suppression Technical Options Committee
in the implementation of the requested work. Any updates on the coordination between the Ozone
Secretariat and the ICAO secretariat and between the Technology and Economic Assessment Panel
and its Fire Suppression Technical Options Committee and the relevant ICAO technical committees
and working groups will be provided in the addendum to the present note.

12. In paragraph 1 of decision XXXVII/4, the Thirty-Seventh Meeting of the Parties also
requested the Panel to submit a report on halon availability and the global distribution of halon banks
to the parties in advance of the forty-eighth meeting of the Open-ended Working Group. The
Technology and Economic Assessment Panel’s response to that request will be included in the Panel’s
progress report and will be summarized in the addendum to the present note.

13. In paragraph 2 of decision XXXVII/4, parties were encouraged to liaise with their national
civil aviation authorities through their national ozone officers to gain an understanding of how halons
and their alternatives were being used and supplied to air carriers to meet ongoing civil aviation needs.
In paragraph 3 of the decision, parties were also encouraged to reassess any national import and export
restrictions other than licensing or quota requirements, with a view to facilitating the import and
export of recovered, recycled or reclaimed halons and other controlled substances used for fire
suppression, with the aim of facilitating the meeting of remaining needs of the parties, taking into
account the requirements of the Basel Convention on the Control of Transboundary Movements of
Hazardous Wastes and Their Disposal, where applicable.

14. The Ozone Secretariat, in collaboration with the secretariat of the Basel Convention, the
Rotterdam Convention on the Prior Informed Consent Procedure for Certain Hazardous Chemicals and
Pesticides in International Trade and the Stockholm Convention on Persistent Organic Pollutants and
the Multilateral Fund secretariat, is preparing a practical guide on transboundary movements of
substances controlled under Montreal Protocol and equipment using such substances. The guide,
which explores the links between the Montreal Protocol and the Basel Convention in relation to such
transboundary movements, is expected to be finalized before the forty-eighth meeting of the
Open-ended Working Group and will be made available as a background document.

15. In paragraph 4 of decision XXXVII/4, parties were requested to submit to the Ozone
Secretariat, on a voluntary basis, by 31 March 2026, available information regarding the development
of alternatives suitable for use as substitutes in fire suppression, and the Ozone Secretariat was
requested to forward the information received to the Technology and Economic Assessment Panel for
its consideration and for inclusion, at the latest, in its 2027 progress report. At the time of preparation
of the present note, 31 parties (the European Union and its member States, Mexico, Peru and the
United States of America) had submitted the requested information. Those submissions were
forwarded to the Technology and Economic Assessment Panel. In addition, Canada indicated that it
did not have any information to provide in response to decision XXXVII/4, and Peru and Saint
Vincent and the Grenadines informed the Secretariat that they did not use halon 1301 as a fire
suppression system. Any updates on the submission of the requested information by parties will be
included in the addendum to the present note.
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Metered-dose inhalers with low-global-warming-potential propellants
(decision XXXVI1/6)

16. The Thirty-Sixth Meeting of the Parties adopted decision XXXV1/6, in which, among other
things, it invited parties that produce metered-dose inhalers to submit to the Ozone Secretariat, on a
voluntary basis, preferably by June 2025 or when it became available, any relevant information on
progress in the development of metered-dose inhaler products using lower-global-warming-potential
propellants, the availability of other alternatives and the implementation of lessons learned during
previous metered-dose inhaler propellant transitions. In paragraph 3 of the decision, the Technology
and Economic Assessment Panel was requested to continue to provide in its annual progress reports
updated information on low-global-warming-potential metered-dose inhaler propellants and to
complement its 2026 quadrennial assessment report with timely information, including on the
availability, technical feasibility, economic viability, safety and market penetration of those
propellants in Article 5 parties and in parties not operating under paragraph 1 of Article 5
(non-Article 5 parties).

17. At the forty-seventh meeting of the Open-ended Working Group, representatives considered
updated information on low-global-warming-potential metered-dose inhaler propellants in the 2025
progress report of the Technology and Economic Assessment Panel. Ensuing discussions touched
upon the availability and development of alternatives to metered-dose inhalers using propellants with
high global warming potential and on challenges in adopting alternatives, topics on which
representatives sought further advice from the Panel. The right of parties to make their own decisions
about the transition away from HFCs in metered-dose inhalers was pointed out, as was the role and
responsibility of the pharmaceutical industry and the need to help pharmaceutical sectors in
developing countries to adopt alternatives. Further submissions of information requested in decision
XXXVI/6 were encouraged to enable a fuller discussion on the topic. A summary of the discussions on
the matter during forty-seventh meeting of the Open-ended Working Group is set out in paragraphs
93-97 of the report of that meeting (UNEP/OzL.Pro.WG.1/47/6).

18. At the time of the preparation of the present note, no additional submissions had been received
by the Ozone Secretariat to those submitted by the European Union and its 27 member States, and the
United States of America, in 2025.

19. A summary of any updated information on low-global-warming-potential metered-dose inhaler
propellants in the 2026 progress report of the Technology and Economic Assessment Panel and any
updates on the submission by parties of the information described in paragraph 16 above will be
included in the addendum to the present note.

Options for the organization of the Panel and its technical options committees
(decision XXXV/20)

20. In decision XXXV/20, the Thirty-Fifth Meeting of the Parties requested the Technology and
Economic Assessment Panel to provide options relating to its organization and that of its technical
options committees. The full report of the Panel on the matter was set out in chapter 8 of its 2025
progress report and summarized in the note by the Secretariat on issues for discussion by and
information for the attention of the Open-ended Working Group at its forty-seventh meeting
(UNEP/OzL.Pro.WG.1/47/2, paras. 17-21) and the addendum thereto
(UNEP/OzL.Pro.WG.1/47/2/Add.1, paras. 19-28 and table 1).

21. At the forty-seventh meeting of the Open-ended Working Group, an informal group of
interested parties met with the co-chairs of the Technology and Economic Assessment Panel and of its
technical options committees in the margins of the meeting to discuss the options for the organization
of the Panel and its technical options committees. Following those discussions, the group indicated
that the Panel needed more time to provide the additional information requested by parties. Some
representatives also indicated that they needed more time to consider the issue. The Working Group
had agreed to resume discussions on the matter at the Thirty-Seventh Meeting of the Parties.

22. The Panel subsequently prepared the additional information requested by parties during the
informal group discussions and stood ready to respond to any questions at the Thirty-Seventh Meeting
of the Parties. The informal group established by the Thirty-Seventh Meeting of the Parties discussed
various options but concluded that it was not the right time to restructure the Panel and its technical
options committees. Given the importance of continued discussions on the issue, in particular with
regard to workload optimization, membership and financial constraints, the parties agreed to include
the item on the agenda of the forty-eighth meeting of the Open-ended Working Group.
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Changes in the membership of the Panel

23. The 2026 progress report of the Technology and Economic Assessment Panel is expected to
contain information on the membership of the Panel and its technical options committees, including
the term of appointment of each member; the expertise available in each committee; and the matrix of
needed expertise of the Panel and its technical options committees. As requested in decision XXXI/8,
entitled “Terms of reference of the Technology and Economic Assessment Panel and its technical
options committees and temporary subsidiary bodies — procedures relevant to nominations”, the Panel
is expected to provide, in its 2026 progress report, a summary outlining the procedures that the Panel
and its technical options committees have put in place to ensure adherence to the Panel’s terms of
reference through clear and transparent procedures.

24, Information about changes in the membership of the Technology and Economic Assessment
Panel, as well as the process for the submission of nominations, will be set out in the addendum to the
present note, together with the matrix of needed expertise.

Any other issues

25. Any party wishing to raise any other issues related to the Panel’s 2026 progress report for
discussion at the forty-eighth meeting of the Open-ended Working Group is requested to raise them at
the time of adoption of the agenda at the meeting itself, and to request the inclusion of those issues on
the agenda, as appropriate.

Agenda item 5

Enhancing regional atmospheric monitoring of substances controlled by
the Montreal Protocol (decision XXXVII/1)

26. The Thirty-Seventh Meeting of the Parties heard a presentation of the report on progress in the
implementation of decision XXXVI/1 on enhancing regional atmospheric monitoring of substances
controlled by the Montreal Protocol (UNEP/OzL.Pro.37/9, paras 90-93). The presentation, delivered
by one of the Co-Chairs of the Advisory Committee of the General Trust Fund for Financing
Activities on Research and Systematic Observations Relevant to the Vienna Convention for the
Protection of the Ozone Layer and the Ozone Secretariat’s representative on the Advisory Committee,
covered the progress made in evaluating the suitability of potential sites for monitoring regional
emissions of controlled substances and updates to the Secretariat’s cost estimates and options for
long-term financing associated with atmospheric monitoring, as well as a list of 10 potential regions
and locations selected by the Advisory Committee for setting up monitoring stations, five of which
had been prioritized by the Committee. !

27. In the discussion that followed, representatives asked the Co-Chair of the Advisory Committee
about the process used to select the regions where future monitoring stations might be located,
including the selection criteria. They expressed their views on potential collaboration with relevant
institutions, including on joint monitoring projects and data-sharing. On the need for sustainable
funding, they raised the issue of future financing of an atmospheric monitoring programme beyond the
proposed five-year timeline, including the need for adequate technical and financial support from the
Multilateral Fund. Representatives also stressed the need to obtain both permission and commitment
from host countries, as well as a clear commitment from the hosting institutions. A summary of the
discussion is set out in paragraphs 103—117 of the report of the meeting (UNEP/OzL.Pro.37/9).

28. Subsequently, the Thirty-Seventh Meeting of the Parties adopted decision XXXVII/I. In
paragraph 1 of the decision, the Ozone Secretariat was requested to continue the evaluation of the
suitability of potential sites for monitoring emissions of controlled substances situated within the
regions and locations identified in the information provided by the Advisory Committee, in
consultation with the Advisory Committee and with the voluntary participation of and in consultation
with the concerned parties. In paragraphs 2 and 3, the Ozone Secretariat was requested to prepare, in
consultation with the concerned parties that had expressed interest, for possible next steps towards
establishing monitoring activities at the potential sites, taking into account the prioritization presented
by the Advisory Committee at the Thirty-Seventh Meeting of the Parties and the phased sampling

! The prioritized regions and locations were: Southern Asia (India/Bangladesh); South-East Asia (Viet Nam);
Southern Africa (Botswana/South Africa); the Middle East (Saudi Arabia); Central and Southern South America
(Brazil/Argentina). Other potential regions examined by the Committee but not yet prioritized were: North Africa
(Algeria); North America (Mexico); Northern South America (Ecuador); Eastern Europe (Russian Federation);
West Africa (Nigeria).
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approach presented in the addendum to the note by the Secretariat on issues for discussion by and
information for the attention of the Thirty-Seventh Meeting of the Parties
(UNEP/OzL.Pro.37/2/Add.1), and to carry out those activities with a 2026 budget line item of
$100,000, taken from the cash balance of the Trust Fund for the Montreal Protocol on an exceptional
basis. In paragraph 4 of the decision, the Ozone Secretariat was requested to report to the Open-ended
Working Group at its forty-eighth meeting and to the Thirty-Eighth Meeting of the Parties on progress
in and any outcomes of those activities.

29. In paragraph 5 of decision XXXVII/1, the Executive Committee of the Multilateral Fund was
requested to take into consideration the information, including on the phased approach and the
estimated costs, related to establishing and operating atmospheric monitoring stations as outlined in
the addendum to the note by the Secretariat on issues for discussion by and information for the
attention of the Thirty-Seventh Meeting of the Parties (UNEP/OzL.Pro.37/2/Add.1) when developing
guidelines and considering a funding window to support pilot projects, and to provide an update to the
parties on the progress made ahead of the Thirty-Eighth Meeting of the Parties. During the high-level
segment of the Thirty-Eighth Meeting of the Parties, the Chair of the Executive Committee is expected
to report on the progress made by the Executive Committee on the request of the Thirty-Seventh
Meeting of the Parties in that regard.

30. The report of the Secretariat and the Advisory Committee on progress in the implementation of
decision XXXVII/1 and associated matters will be summarized in the addendum to the present note,
and a presentation on the matter will be delivered to the Open-ended Working Group by the

Secretariat and the Co-Chair of the Advisory Committee. A further report will be presented to the
Thirty-Eighth Meeting of the Parties in accordance with paragraph 4 of decision XXXVII/I1.

Agenda item 6

Ensuring the viability of Montreal Protocol operations (decision
XXXVII/7)

31. In paragraph 1 of decision XXXVII/7, the Thirty-Seventh Meeting of the Parties requested the
Ozone Secretariat to prepare a report, for consideration by the Open-ended Working Group at its
forty-eighth meeting, on the options for making effective and efficient changes, with associated cost
estimates, to the timing of, Ozone Secretariat support for and length of the Meetings of the Parties to
the Montreal Protocol and meetings of the Open-ended Working Group, the Implementation
Committee under the Non-Compliance Procedure for the Montreal Protocol and the assessment panels,
and the timing of replenishment decisions. Paragraph 2 of the decision specifies that the report should
be non-prejudicial with respect to the parties’ future consideration of the options presented in the
report and should include both the potential benefits and drawbacks of those options.

32. The parties will have before it a note by the Secretariat in response to decision XXXVII/7
(UNEP/OzL.Pro.WG.1/48/4).

Agenda item 7

Further strengthening Montreal Protocol institutions
(UNEP/OzL.Pro.37/9, para. 166)

33. In response to paragraph 4 of decision XXXVI/9, on the next steps in further strengthening
Montreal Protocol institutions, the Ozone Secretariat organized a one-day informal meeting of the
parties on facilitating the implementation of the Montreal Protocol. The informal meeting was held on
2 November 2025, prior to and back to back with the Thirty-Seventh Meeting of the Parties, and a
summary of the outcomes (UNEP/OzL.Pro.37/7) was made available to the Thirty-Seventh Meeting of
the Parties.

34. During the Thirty-Seventh Meeting of the Parties, the representative of the European Union
introduced a proposal for a draft decision that focused on streamlining the information that parties
provided to the Secretariat on their licensing systems, with the aim of strengthening such systems.
After an initial exchange of views on the proposal, which is summarized in paragraphs 159-163 of the
report of the meeting (UNEP/OzL.Pro37/9), an informal group was established to clarify and exchange
views on the draft decision presented by the European Union and other key issues raised during the
informal meeting. Representatives expressed interest in a continued dialogue on the outcomes of the
informal meeting and the parties agreed to include the matter on the agenda of the forty-eighth
meeting of the Open-ended Working Group.



UNEP/OzL.Pro.WG.1/48/2

I11.

35. In addition to the summary of the outcomes of the informal meeting, parties will have before
them a compilation of information provided by parties on illegal trade practices and approaches taken
by national authorities to identify and address such cases (UNEP/OzL.Pro.WG.1/48/3). This note
updates a similar compilation made available before the forty-seventh meeting of Open-ended
Working Group for consideration by the Thirty-Seventh Meeting of the Parties
(UNEP/OzL.Pro.WG.1/47/5) and includes information received from parties since 22 April 2025.

Agenda item 8

Status of preparations for the Thirty-Eighth Meeting of the Parties, to be
held in Kigali

36.  Through decision XXXVII/22, the Thirty-Seventh Meeting of the Parties decided to convene
the Thirty-Eighth Meeting of the Parties in Kigali from 2 to 6 November 2026. The Thirty-Eighth
Meeting of the Parties will be held together with the seventy-seventh meeting of the Implementation
Committee and a meeting of the Bureau of the Thirty-Seventh Meeting of the Parties, as well as other
associated events.

37. The Secretariat conducted an exploratory mission to Kigali from 11 to 13 March 2026 and has
begun discussions with the Government of Rwanda and the conference support team on the logistical
arrangements for the meetings. The arrangements will be finalized in a timely manner prior to the start
of the meetings.

38. A representative of the Government of Rwanda will inform the parties on progress on the
arrangements for the Thirty-Eighth Meeting of the Parties.

Issues relevant to the Thirty-Eighth Meeting of the Parties,
including updates on the implementation of previous decisions

Enhancing regional atmospheric monitoring of substances controlled by
the Montreal Protocol (decision XXXVII/1)

39. In accordance with decision XXXVII/1, and as is mentioned in paragraph 30 above, the
Secretariat and the Advisory Committee will provide the Thirty-Eighth Meeting of the Parties with a
report on progress in and any outcomes of its activities in connection with the evaluation of the
suitability of potential sites for monitoring regional emissions of controlled substances.

Emissions of HFC-23 (decision XXXVI1/2)

40. The Thirty-Seventh Meeting of the Parties adopted decision XXXVII/2, in which it decided, in
paragraph 2, to invite parties that had HCFC-22 production facilities and did not submit information
pursuant to decision XXXVI/3 to submit to the Ozone Secretariat, by 28 February 2026, on a
voluntary basis, their current methodologies for estimating and reporting HFC-23 emissions from
HCFC-22 production.

41. In paragraph 3 of the decision, relevant parties were invited to report 2025 data, consistent
with form 6 of the data reporting forms, on the amounts of HFC-23 generated, captured, destroyed and
stored, and to examine, as appropriate, their HFC-23 emissions and the sources of those emissions and
encourage scientific research institutions in their countries to undertake or collaborate internationally
on research on their HFC-23 emissions and the sources of those emissions, and to report any new
relevant information to the Ozone Secretariat.

42. At the time of preparation of the present report, 32 parties, namely Australia, China, the
European Union and its member States, Peru and the Russian Federation, had provided information in
response to paragraphs 2 and 3 of the decision. The information received was forwarded to the
Scientific Assessment Panel and the Technology and Economic Assessment Panel.

43. In paragraph 1 of decision XXXVII/2, the Scientific Assessment Panel and the Technology
and Economic Assessment Panel were requested to provide an update on emissions of HFC-23 to the
Thirty-Eighth Meeting of the Parties, taking into account information submitted by parties in response
to decision XXXVI/3 and pursuant to paragraph 2 of decision XXXVII/2.

44. The issue of HFC-23 emissions will be included on the agenda of the Thirty-Eighth Meeting of
the Parties. The panels’ reports are expected to be available in early September 2026, and a summary
of the reports will be included in the addendum to the relevant note by the Secretariat.
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C.

National and regional initiatives to support the implementation of the
Kigali Amendment to the Montreal Protocol (decision XXXVII/5)

45. The Thirty-Seventh Meeting of the Parties, through paragraph 1 of decision XXXVII/5, invited
parties to submit to the Ozone Secretariat, by 1 June 2026, information, including on policies,
activities and key lessons learned, in relation to centres of excellence for sustainable cooling and
testing centres for energy efficiency related to the implementation of the Kigali Amendment. In
paragraph 2 of the decision, the Ozone Secretariat was requested to collate and summarize the
information submitted and make it available by the Thirty-Eighth Meeting of the Parties, taking into
account the updated paper on centres of excellence for sustainable cooling and testing centres for
energy efficiency requested in decision 95/87 of the Executive Committee of the Multilateral Fund.
Any updates on submissions received from parties after the preparation of the present note will be
included in the addendum to the note.

46. The issue of national and regional initiatives to support the implementation of the Kigali
Amendment to the Montreal Protocol will be included on the agenda of the Thirty-Eighth Meeting of
the Parties, and a compilation of information received from parties in response to decision XXXVII/5
will be made available to the parties.

Recycled, used and unwanted controlled substances (decisions XXXVII/3,
para. 3, XXXVII/4, para. 3, and XXXVI1/7, para. 5)

47. The Thirty-Seventh Meeting of the Parties, through paragraph 3 of decision XXXVII/3, invited
parties to submit to the Ozone Secretariat, on a voluntary basis, by 31 May 2026, information on
existing reclamation and destruction facilities in their respective countries and, where available, their
respective capacities, including information on the identification of existing destruction and
reclamation facilities that could accept used refrigerants from other countries and the conditions
associated with exporting used refrigerants for disposal at such facilities, taking into account any
legislative barriers to transboundary movements. In the same paragraph, the Ozone Secretariat was
requested to make that information available to the parties. At the time of preparation of the present
report, one party (Australia) had provided the requested information, which the Secretariat forwarded
to the Technology and Economic Assessment Panel.

48. The Secretariat will make available to the Thirty-Eighth Meeting of the Parties information on
existing reclamation and destruction facilities and, where available, the respective capacity of those
facilities, based on information from parties and other sources.

49. In paragraph 3 of decision XXXVII/4, parties were encouraged to reassess any national import
and export restrictions other than licensing or quota requirements with a view to facilitating the import
and export of recovered, recycled or reclaimed halons and other controlled substances used for fire
suppression, with the aim of facilitating the meeting of remaining needs of the parties, taking into
account the requirements of the Basel Convention on the Control of Transboundary Movements of
Hazardous Wastes and Their Disposal, where applicable.

50. In paragraph 5 of decision XXXVI/7, the Ozone Secretariat was requested to continue to liaise
with relevant international bodies, including the secretariat of the Basel Convention, with regard to the
importance of the sustainable management of halons and related elements of the decision and to report
on the matter to the parties as needed.

51. As is indicated in paragraph 14 above, the Ozone Secretariat, in collaboration with the
secretariat of the Basel, Rotterdam and Stockholm conventions and the Multilateral Fund secretariat, is
preparing a practical guide on transboundary movements of substances controlled under Montreal
Protocol and equipment using such substances. The guide is expected to be finalized before the
forty-eighth meeting of the Open-ended Working Group.




