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Draft decision on the development of studies and strategies to find medium- and long-term solutions to the significant accumulation of inventories of refrigerant gases nearing the end of their life cycles in Article 5 parties 
		Submission by Chile, Cuba, and the Dominican Republic 
The Thirty-Seventh Meeting of the Parties to the Montreal Protocol,
Recalling the objectives of the Montreal Protocol on Substances that Deplete the Ozone Layer and its significant contribution to the protection of the ozone layer and to the mitigation of climate change,
Recognizing that, despite the mandated reductions in the production and consumption of controlled substances under the Montreal Protocol, global temperature increases and rising demand for refrigeration are projected to cause substantial growth in banks of controlled substances,
Noting with concern that, in addition to the 24 carbon-dioxide-equivalent gigatons of high‑global-warming-potential refrigerants already in use, it is estimated that an additional 67 carbon‑dioxide-equivalent gigatons of refrigerants will enter the market by 2100,
Acknowledging that the phase-out of ozone-depleting substances under the Montreal Protocol has already prevented approximately 1.1°C of warming in the Arctic, with projections indicating that this figure could reach 3–4°C by 2050, representing around 25 per cent of global warming mitigation,[footnoteRef:1] [1:  Report of the Technology and Economic Assessment Panel, May 2022, p. 17.] 

Concerned that one of the largest current sources of emissions of controlled substances is the leakage or release of gases from equipment during servicing or at end of life, and that this is exacerbated by insufficient incentives for refrigerant recovery,
Noting that, although some countries have prohibited the deliberate release of refrigerants and are working to monitor technicians handling these substances, there remains a persistent lack of enforcement and of sanctions for non-compliance,
Recognizing the inability of certain parties operating under paragraph 1 of Article 5 of the Protocol (Article 5 parties) to destroy or recycle refrigerant gases and other ozone-depleting substances due to a lack of necessary technology or economic capacity,
Aware that prolonged storage of controlled substances without adequate destruction or recycling processes increases the risk of their eventual release into the atmosphere,
Considering that, as climate change intensifies, the world will increasingly depend on air conditioning to cope with extreme heat,
Considering also that today, more than 2 billion air-conditioning units meet global cooling needs, a number that is expected to triple by 2030,
Considering further that nearly all air conditioners currently in operation, as well as most heat pumps and refrigerators, use synthetic refrigerants to operate, and that most of that equipment uses hydrofluorocarbons (HFCs), which have been proven to deplete the ozone layer,
Considering that HFCs are ozone-friendly pollutants, but are greenhouse gases with thousands of times the global warming potential of carbon dioxide,
Decides:

[bookmark: _Hlk202882510]1: To request the Technology and Economic Assessment Panel to prepare, for consideration of the [Thirty-Eighth] [Fortieth] Meeting of the Parties to the Montreal Protocol, a report on used, including unwanted, refrigerants containing controlled substances that would have information on: 
	[(a) an analysis of inventories of used and unwanted controlled substances, including estimates of the quantities accumulated in Article 5 parties;]  
	[(b) an assessment on] [2) To request the Panel to assess and report on] [countries with destruction[, reclamation and recycling] facilities for controlled substances;] [the capacities of both Article 2 and Article 5 countries that possess the technological and economic means for the destruction[, reclamation and recycling] of controlled substances and whose national legislation permits the transboundary movement of used and unwanted controlled substances for environmentally sound management];
	[(c)] [3) [To also request the Panel,] [based on the outcomes of the above analyses, to] [an] [estimate on] the costs and requirements for capacity-building in Article 5 countries, with the aim of enabling the environmentally sound disposal or destruction of their unwanted controlled substances;]
4) To encourage parties and relevant stakeholders to provide technical and financial support to Article 5 countries in order to facilitate the implementation of environmentally sound management practices for controlled substances.
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