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Draft decision on the participation of the Central Asian States in the Eastern European Group
		Submission by Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan, Turkmenistan and Uzbekistan
The Thirty-Eighth Meeting of the Parties,
Recognizing that the Montreal Protocol on Substances that Deplete the Ozone Layer is one of the most successful environmental agreements and has been universally ratified,
Noting that, since the adoption of the Montreal Protocol in 1987, the parties to the Protocol have phased out 98 per cent of ozone-depleting substances,
Emphasizing the importance of equal participation of all States in international cooperation and decision-making processes in accordance with the purposes and principles of the Charter of the United Nations,
Recognizing that General Assembly resolution 2997 (XXVII) of 15 December 1972, which introduced the current regional group structure, was adopted at a time when the five Central Asian countries formed part of the former Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, and noting that, since declaring their independence in 1991, those States have continued their participation in the Eastern European Group in accordance with established practice and the principle of continuity within the United Nations system,
Affirming that the Central Asian States have been integral members of the Eastern European Group for more than three decades, actively participating in its work and being nominated and elected to the governing and subsidiary bodies of the Montreal Protocol, 
Decides:
1. To invite the parties to continue recognizing and engaging the Central Asian States within the Eastern European Group;
2. To request the Ozone Secretariat to notify the parties to the Montreal Protocol on Substances that Deplete the Ozone Layer of the present decision.
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