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Australian LRM framework
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complianceAustralian LRM Framework

Co-regulatory licensing scheme: 

refrigeration technicians and 

businesses

Standards and codes of practice: 

working on RACHP equipment

Product stewardship requirements 

along the supply chain:  importers, 

wholesalers, retailers, installation and 

service businesses, and technicians



Implementation experience and key actions 

Involve all parties in 

supply chain

Requirements to take part 

in product stewardship

Licence requirements – 

businesses & technicians

Consultation

Industry Board 

administers end use 

permit scheme

Reverse supply 

chain

Wholesaler and retailer 

network for sales - 

operates in reverse for 

return and collection

Rental cylinders for 

recovery

Joint funding 

model

Industry import levy to 

fund collection and 

destruction

Rebates on returned 

refrigerant

Financial sustainability – 

gov’t fees and levies to 

fund program

Change rules - 

change culture

Training

Qualifications

Regulation of refrigerant 

handling

Require work practices to 

minimize emissions

Iterative approach over > 20 years



Results and lessons learned 

• A strong collaborative 
relationship with industry 
stakeholders is crucial.

• Need to consider how LRM 
looks in the future to 
address a projected shortfall 
in HFC imports.

Refrigerant Reclaim Australia >10,000 tonnes ODS & HFC 

destroyed
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ODS only ODS/HFC CFC HCFC HFC Reclaimed

RRA was 
created for 
ODS only 
Voluntary

RRA program 
expanded to 
include HFC’s

National 
legislation 
incl HFC’s 
Mandatory 
recovery

HCFC-22 
equipment 
banned

Equivalent carbon 
price introduced

Reclamation 
commenced HCFC-22

Carbon price 
repealed



Contact details: 

Rachel Gregson, Ozone Protection and 

Synthetic Greenhouse Gas Management Program

rachel.gregson@dcceew.gov.au

ozonepolicy@dcceew.gov.au

Thank you!
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