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Bulk Import & Export Licences
Overview
• Valid for 2-year periods

• Costs approx. US $10,000

• Includes a quota of maximum import amount per 
year

• Separate licences for HCFCs and HFCs

Bulk HFC quota
• Below Montreal Protocol limits

• Reduces every two years

• 95% is grandfathered, 5% available to new 
importers divided equally between applicants
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Requirements
• 6-monthly reporting to the government on 

import/export volumes

• Levy payment of approx. US $110 per metric 
tonne of imported gas

• Membership in a product stewardship program 
for end-of-life refrigerant management

Bulk HCFC quota
• Fixed at 2.5 ODP tonnes since 2016

• Imports in the last few years have not fully 
utilized available quota



Equipment Licences
HFC equipment licences

• Valid for 2 years

• No limit on amount of HFC imported

• Costs approx. US $2,000

• May be waived for equipment containing 
less than 25kg of HFC in a calendar year

• Imports of small AC equipment (portable 
AC, window AC, outdoor units for non-
ducted split systems) and multi-head split 
AC equipment with GWP over 750 are 
banned.
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HCFC equipment

• Imports of HCFC-based equipment are 
banned.

• Exceptions for replacement parts, 
equipment essential for medical, defence or 
public safety, and for scientific purposes

Other requirements

• 6-monthly reporting to the government on 
volume of imported HCFC or HFC

• US $110 levy payment per metric tonne

• Membership in a product stewardship 
program for end-of-life refrigerant 
management



Compliance
• Import and export data checked against Customs data

• Cases of non-compliance cases can be referred to the government
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Forfeiture of 
imported equipment

Fines

Enforceable undertakings

Suspension of licences

Penalties available for compliance breaches include:



Benefits of Equipment Licensing
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Accurate data on imports of all controlled substances

Understanding trends in imports of refrigerant types and GWP in equipment 

Understanding likely future servicing demand for bulk refrigerant imports

Inform consideration of new policy actions to restrict equipment types

Revenue to support administration of the program
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