
Agenda – OEWG47 Side Event 

 

Title: Recovery, Recycling, and Reclamation of Refrigerants in Article 5 Countries: Achievements 

and Challenges 

Date: Wednesday, 9 July 2025  

Time: 18:00–20:00 (Bangkok local time) – Post-plenary Session 

Venue: MR-A, OEWG47 Venue, Bangkok 

Moderator: Ms. Nafissa Elsouri, Associate Technical Expert, Montreal Protocol Unit, UNIDO 

Time Topics Lead 

18:00–18:30 Snacks and networking 

18:30–18:35 Opening Remarks Mr. Alois Mhlanga, Director, 

Division of Climate Innovation and 

Montreal Protocol, UNIDO 

18:35–18:45 Overview of Lifecycle Refrigerant Management Mr. Bassam Elassaad, Senior Expert, 

MPU, UNIDO 

18:45–19:30 Panel Discussion: Achievements and Challenges in Article 5 Countries  

Building Sustainable recovery and reclamation 

infrastructure:  

- The opportunities to strengthen RRR 

systems under the Kigali Amendment 

- What has worked and what hasn't? 

- Mr. Ali Oğuzhan Narci, 

Engineer, Directorate of 

Climate Change, Türkiye  

- Mr. Youssef Hammami, 

National Ozone Officer, 

Tunisia  

- Mr. Ali Moussa SEYDOU, 

National Ozone Officer, 

Niger 

- Ms. Hilde Dhont, 

Department Manager of 

Environment Research 

Centre - Daikin Europe 

- Ms. Kylie Farrelley, General 

Manager Refrigerant 

Reclaim Australia 

From Policy to Practice:  

- Making RRR legally mandated  

- Economic viability and implications on 

the market 

Capacity Building and Awareness:  

- The Human Element in RRR Success 

- The effect of training 

Reclamation vs. destruction: 

- What is feasible?  

19:30–19:55 Q&A  All Participants 

19:55–20:00 Closing Remarks Mr. Bassam Elassaad, Senior Expert, 

Montreal Protocol Unit, UNIDO 

  



Concept Note: Recovery, Recycling, and Reclamation of Refrigerants in Article 5 Countries: 

Achievements and Challenges 

1. Background and Rationale 

Under the Montreal Protocol on Substances that Deplete the Ozone Layer, Article 5 countries 

(developing countries) have made significant strides in phasing out ozone-depleting substances 

(ODS), including chlorofluorocarbons (CFCs) and hydrochlorofluorocarbons (HCFCs). As 

attention now shifts to high-global-warming-potential (GWP) hydrofluorocarbons (HFCs), the 

environmentally sound management of refrigerants through recovery, recycling, and reclamation 

(RRR) plays a crucial role in reducing emissions of ozone-depleting substances (ODS) and high-

global-warming-potential (GWP) hydrofluorocarbons (HFCs), while supporting circular economy 

approaches in the cooling sector. 

While numerous Article 5 countries have established recovery, recycling, and reclamation networks 

under the HCFC Phase-out Management Plans (HPMPs), sustainable implementation remains a 

challenge due to technical, regulatory, financial, and awareness-related barriers. 

This side event aims to highlight concrete achievements, discuss practical challenges, and 

explore innovative pathways to strengthen RRR systems as part of the broader refrigerant 

management strategy in Article 5 countries. 

2. Objectives 

The objectives of the side event are to: 

• Showcase progress and lessons learned from RRR initiatives in selected Article 5 countries. 

• Identify key barriers related to technical capacity, regulations, financing, and awareness. 

• Promote dialogue between governments, implementing agencies, private sector, and 

technicians. 

• Explore synergies with Kigali Implementation Plans (KIPs), national cooling plans, and 

climate finance mechanisms. 

3. Target Audience 

The side event targets stakeholders who are involved in lifecycle refrigerant management practices 

covering policy making, implementation, and evaluation of the process  

4. Date, Time and Venue 

• Date: Wednesday, 9 July 2025  

• Time: 18:00 – 20:00 (Bangkok local time) –Evening Session    

• Venue: MR-A, OEWG47 Venue, Bangkok    

5. Programme 

The side event will follow the agenda outlined below:  



1. Opening Remarks (5 mins) 

• Mr. Alois MHLANGA, Director, Division of Climate Innovation and Montreal 

Protocol, UNIDO  

2. Scene Setting Presentation (10 mins) 

• Overview of RRR and LRM, Mr. Bassam ELASSAAD, Senior Expert, MPU, UNIDO  

3. Panel Discussion: Achievements and Challenges in Article 5 Countries (40-45 mins): 

• Mr. Ali Oğuzhan Narci, Engineer, Directorate of Climate Change, Türkiye  

• Mr. Youssef HAMMAMI, National Ozone Officer, Tunisia 

• Mr. Ali Moussa SEYDOU, National Ozone Officer, Niger 

• Ms. Hilde DHONT, Department Manager of Environment Research Centre - Daikin 

Europe  

• Ms. Kylie FARRELLEY, General Manager Refrigerant Reclaim Australia 

4. Discussion on: 

• Building Sustainable Recovery and Reclamation Infrastructure  

• From Policy to Practice 

• Capacity Building and Awareness  

• Reclamation vs. destruction 

5. Q&A (10–15 mins) - All 

6. Closing Remarks (5 mins) - Mr. Bassam ELASSAAD, Senior Expert, Montreal Protocol 

Unit, UNIDO 

The event will be moderated by Ms. Nafissa ELSOURI, Associate Technical Expert, Montreal 

Protocol Unit, UNIDO.  

6. Expected Outcomes 

The expected outcomes of the side event include: 

• Increased visibility of successful RRR models and scalable practices 

• Clear articulation of policy, infrastructure, and investment needs 

• Strengthened partnerships for pilot projects, training, and regional collaboration 

7. Organizers 

The side event is organized by Montreal Protocol Unit, UNIDO.  

8. Contact Information 

Ms. Nafissa ELSOURI 

Associate Technical Expert, UNIDO 



E-mail: n.elsouri@unido.org  

mailto:n.elsouri@unido.org
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