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Context: UNIDO’s activities supporting the MB phase-out 



Outline 

- MB phase-out under the Montreal Protocol 

- Interventions of the Multilateral Fund 

- UNIDO and the MB phase-out 

- Why a toolkit for sustaining phase-out - ? 
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MB phase-out under the Montreal Protocol 

- 1992: Methyl bromide included in the Montreal Protocol 

 

 

 

 

 

 

- 2015 (1 January): Ban of methyl bromide for controlled uses 
except CUE in Article 5 countries 
 



MB phase-out under the Montreal Protocol 



Intervention from MFS and bilateral donors 

- 1994: Multilateral Fund started assisting Article 5 Parties with methyl 
bromide phase-out. 

- Almost 400 projects implemented 

- Approximately US $140 million approved 



UNIDO and the MB phase-out 

- Activities focused mainly on individual, but also on regional projects: 

- Project preparation,  

- Technical assistance,  

- Demonstration and investment projects 

- Covering all key sub-sectors of methyl bromide for controlled uses 

- Generated a wealth of information 

- Supported 55 Article 5 Parties  since 1996 



- 175 projects in 55 developing countries  

- Total value of USD 75 million 

- Elimination of more than 8,000 metric tonnes of methyl bromide  

- 70 per cent of the total phase-out of this chemical in developing countries 

Project type Number 

Investment 44 

Demonstration 24 

Technical Assistance 17 

Training 5 

Project Preparation 85 

TOTAL 175 

UNIDO and the MB in figures 



Why a toolkit for sustaining phase-out - ? 

- Several factors impact the 
sustainability of the MB phase-out: 

1- MB will be still available 

2- End users can go back to MB very 
easily 

3- Monitoring activities will last only 
until MB use ceases for controlled 
applications 

4- Availability of some of the 
alternative technologies uncertain - 
regulatory measures on chemicals 
restrictions 

5- Climate change likely to give rise 
to new pests - end users may be 
tempted to fall back on MeBr 

- The toolkit  will ensure critical 
knowledge remains accessible  



 

Thank you very much! 
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Conclusions and outlook 



- Developing countries have addressed controlled uses of Methyl Bromide   

- The international community, through the Multilateral Fund and with strong 

involvement by UNIDO,  has supported the countries in this endeavor 

- An important part of the effort, and a means to make such efforts more 

sustainable, has been the development of a toolkit 

- The UNIDO Toolkit for Sustainable Compliance with Methyl Bromide Phase-

out will thus provide the technical basis to sustain the phase-out 

- Most if not all countries are likely to report zero MeBr consumption for 

controlled uses in 2015 

 

 

Conclusions 



- Controlled vs. non-controlled uses 

- Challenges for sustaining the phase-out 

- Continued availability of MeBr for Quarantine and pre-shipment (QPS) might lead to 
transfer of MeBr intended for QPS into controlled uses – leaking 

- UNIDO receives frequently indications and narrations about such leaking occurring 

- Given progress in technologies for QPS treatment, Parties might wish to consider examining 
QPS more closely and moving to  
assess the potential for increasingly stricter regimes for non-conlled uses, particularly QPS 

- UNIDO , through the  environment but also trade capacity branch, is ready to provide 
support for discussions 

- Experience gained 

- Phase-out of MeBr has created substantial and unique knowledge of how to introduce new 
agricultural practices on a large scale and in many sectors 

- Knowledge might  be used to address also other problems in agriculture relating to the 
damaging of the Ozone Layer, in particular the 
release of the Ozone-depleting  N2O, a greenhouse gas, from over-fertilization 
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