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Draft decision XXXVIII/[--]: Advancing resource-efficient operations of the Montreal Protocol on Substances that Deplete the Ozone Layer
		Submission on behalf of Japan and the United States of America
The Thirty-Eighth Meeting of the Parties,
Noting decision XXXVII/7 and documents UNEP/OzL.Pro.WG.1/48/4 and UNEP/OzL.Pro.38/7,
Decides:
1. To request the Ozone Secretariat to make the following changes to the operations of the Montreal Protocol on Substances that Deplete the Ozone Layer aimed at improving efficiency and saving costs:
(a) To convene a four-day meeting of future Open-ended Working Groups;
(b) To hold the presentation of the progress report of the Technology and Economic Assessment Panel virtually, ahead of the forty-ninth meeting of the Open-ended Working Group, and to provide an opportunity for parties to submit questions to the Panel ahead of the virtual session;
(c) To implement software-based tools for the translation of meeting documents for all meetings in 2027, including appropriate human review and quality assurance, particularly for technical documents and documents used in negotiations, to secure cost savings;
(d) To promote the use of virtual meetings, to the extent possible, of the subsidiary bodies of the Technology and Economic Assessment Panel; 
(e) To limit support for in-person meetings of the Environmental Effects Assessment Panel and of the subsidiary bodies of the Technology and Economic Assessment Panel to the technical options committees and temporary subsidiary bodies that have a substantial report due to the parties in a given year, such as a response to a specific decision, or where in-person meetings are necessary to maintain the quality and effectiveness of their work, and otherwise to provide support only for biennial in-person meetings;
(f) To consider reviewing meeting intervals, including that of the Meeting of the Parties;
2. That meetings of the Bureau of the Meeting of the Parties and meetings of the Implementation Committee under the Non-Compliance Procedure for the Montreal Protocol will be conducted, and associated documentation drawn up, in English only, and that interpretation into official languages of the United Nations could be provided, if requested, for parties whose compliance is under consideration at a given meeting;
3. To conduct the first meeting of 2027 of the Implementation Committee virtually; 
4. To continue discussing resource-efficient operations of the Montreal Protocol at the forty-ninth meeting of the Open-ended Working Group and at the Thirty-Ninth Meeting of the Parties, including the implementation of paragraphs 1, 2 and 3 above, the further expansion of virtual meetings, and the possibility of gradually reducing the number of meetings;
5. To review the effectiveness and limitations of the changes to operations, including the implementation of paragraphs 1, 2 and 3 above, at the fiftieth meeting of the Open-Ended Working Group and at the Fortieth Meeting of the Parties.
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